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THE  LAV  OF  POPULATION, 


CHAPTER    I. 

THE   LAW    OF   POPULATION. 

THE  law  of  population  first  laid  down  in  this  country  by 
the  Rev.  T.  R.  Malthus  in  his  great  work  entitled  "The 
Principle  of  Population",  has  long  been  known  to  every 
student,  and  accepted  by  every  thinker.  It  is,  however, 
but  very  recently  that  this  question  has  become  ventilated 
among  the  many,  instead  of  being  discussed  only  by  the 
few.  Acknowledged  as  an  axiom  by  the  naturalist  and  by 
the  political  economist,  the  law  of  population  has  never 
been  appreciated  by  the  mass  of  the  people.  The  free 
press  pioneers  of  the  last  generation,  Richard  Carlile, 
James  Watson,  Robert  Dale  Owen — these  men  had  seen 
its  importance  and  had  endeavored,  by  cheap  publications 
dealing  with  it  from  its  practical  side,  to  arouse  attention 
and  to  instruct  those  for  whom  they  worked.  But  the 
lesson  fell  on  stony  ground  and  passed  almost  unheeded : 
it  would,  perhaps,  be  fairer  to  say  that  the  fierce  political 
conflicts  of  the  time  threw  all  other  questions  into  a  com- 
parative shade;  nor  must  the  strong  prejudice  against 
Malthus  be  forgotten — the  prejudice  which  regarded  him 
as  a  hard,  cold  theorist,  who  wrote  in  the  interest  of  the 
richer  classes,  and  would  deny  to  the  poor  man  the  comfort 
of  wife  and  home.  The  books  issued  at  this  period — such 
as  Carlile's  "  Every  Woman's  Book",  Knowlton's  "Fruits 
of  Philosophy",  R.  D.  Owen'e  "Moral  Physiology" — 
passed  unchallenged  by  authority,  but  obtained  only  a 
limited  circulation ;  here  and  there  they  did  their  work, 
and  the  result  was  seen  in  the  greater  comfort  and  respect- 
ability of  the  families  who  took  advantage  of  their  teach- 
ings ;  but  the  great  mass  of  the  people  went  on  in  their 
ignorance  and  their  ever-increasing  poverty,  conscious  that 
mouths  multiply  more  rapidly  than  wages,  but  dimly 
supposing  that  Providence  was  the  responsible  agent,  and 
that  where  "God  sends  mouths"  he  ought  to  "send 
meat".  One  or  two  recognised  advocates  of  the  people 
did  not  forget  the  social  side  of  the  work  which  they  had 
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inherited ;  men  like  Austin  Holyoake  and  Charles  Brad- 
laugh,  carrying  on  the  struggle  of  Carlile  and  Watson, 
were  not  careless  of  this  vital  portion  of  it,  and  Mr.  Holy- 
oake's  "Large  and  Small  Families",  and  Mr.  Bradlaugh's 
declaration  that  the  National  Reformer  was  to  be  "  Malthu- 
sian  "  in  its  political  economy,  proved  that  these  two,  at 
least,  were  sound  on  this  scarcely  regarded  branch  of  social 
science. 

Now,  all  has  changed ;  over-population  has  become  one 
of  the  "  burning  questions  "  of  the  day,  and  a  low-priced 
work  on  the  subject  has  become  a  necessity.  Our  paternal 
authorities,  like  their  predecessors,  entertain  a  horror  of 
cheap  knowledge,  but  they  will  have  to  assent  to  the  circu- 
lation of  cheap  information  ou  social  science,  as  those  who 
went  before  them  were  compelled  to  tacitly  assent  to  cheap 
information  touching  kings  and  priests. 

The  law  of  population,  tersely  stated,  is — "there  is  a 
tendency  in  all  animated  existence  to  increase  faster  than 
the  means  of  subsistence".  Nature  produces  more  life 
than  she  can  support,  and  the  superabundant  life  is  kept 
down  by  the  want  of  food.  Malthus  put  the  law  as 
"the  constant  tendency  in  all  animated  life  to  increase 
beyond  the  nourishment  prepared  for  it".  "It  is  observed 
by  Dr.  Franklin,"  he  writes,  "that  there  is  no  bound  to 
the  prolific  nature  of  plants  or  animals  but  what  is  made 
by  their  crowding  and  interfering  with  each  other's  means 
of  subsistence Throughout  the  animal  and  vege- 
table kingdoms,  nature  has  scattered  the  seeds  of  life 
abroad  with  the  most  profuse  and  liberal  hand ;  but  has 
been  comparatively  sparing  in  the  room  and  the  nourish- 
ment necessary  to  rear  them."  "Population,"  Malthus 
teaches,  "  when  unchecked,  goes  on  doubling  itself  every 
twenty- five  years " ;  "in  the  northern  States  of  America, 
where  the  means  of  subsistence  have  been  more  ample, 
the  manners  of  the  people  more  pure,  and  the  checks  to 
early  marriages  fewer  than  in  any  of  the  modern  States  of 
Europe,  the  population  has  been  found  to  double  itself, 
for  above  a  century  and  a  half  successively,  in  less  than 

twenty-five  years In  the  back  settlements,  where 

the  sole  employment  is  agriculture,  and  vicious  customs 
and  unwholesome  occupations  are  little  known,  the  popu- 
lation has  been  found  to  double  itself  in  fifteen  years. 
Even  this  extraordinary  rate  of  increase  is  probably  short 
of  the  utmost  power  of  population." 
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The  "power  of  increase  "  of  the  human  species,  accord- 
ing to  John  Stuart  Mill,  "  is  indefinite,  and  the  actual 
multiplication  would  be  extraordinarily  rapid,  if  the  power 
were  exercised  to  the  utmost.  It  never  is  exercised  to  the 
utmost,  and  yet,  in  the  most  favorable  circumstances  known 
to  exist,  which  are  those  of  a  fertile  region  colonised  from 
an  industrious  and  civilised  community,  population  has 
continued  for  several  generations,  independently  of  fresh 
immigration,  to  double  itself  in  not  much  more  than  twenty 
years.  ...  It  is  a  very  low  estimate  of  the  capacity  of 
increase,  if  we  only  assume  that  in  a  good  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  people,  each  generation  may  be  double  the 
number  of  the  generation  which  preceded  it."  James 
Mill  wrote  :  "That  population  therefore  has  such  a  ten- 
dency to  increase  as  would  enable  it  to  double  itself  in  a 
small  number  of  years,  is  a  proposition  resting  on  the 
strongest  evidence,  which  nothing  that  deserves  the  name 
of  evidence  has  been  brought  on  the  other  side  to  oppose". 

Mr.  McCulloch  tells  us  that  "  it  has  been  established 
beyond  all  question  that  the  population  of  some  of  the 
States  of  North  America,  after  making  due  allowance  for 
immigration,  has  continued  to  double  for  a  century  past  in 
so  short  a  period  as  twenty,  or  at  most  five-and-twenty, 
years".  M.  Moreau  de  Jonnes  gives  us  the  following 
table  of  the  time  in  which  the  population  of  each  of  the 
under-mentioned  countries  would  double  itself  : — 


Turkey 

Switzerland 

France 

Spain 

Holland 

Germany 

Russia 

England 

United  States 


would  take 


555  years. 

227 

138 

106 

100 

76 

43 

43 

25 


(Without  reckoning  immigrants.) 

We  shall  take  but  a  narrow  view  of  the  law  of  popula- 
tion if  we  confine  ourselves  exclusively  to  human  beings. 
Man  is  but  the  highest  in  the  animal  kingdom,  not  a 
creature  apart  from  it,  and  the  law  of  population  runs 
through  the  animal  and  vegetable  worlds.  To  take  the 
commonest  illustration  :  the  horse  is  but  a  slowly  breeding 
animal,  producing  but  one  at  a  birth,  and  that  at  consider- 
able intervals  of  time ;  yet  how  small  a  proportion  of  tho 


6  THE  LAW   OF  POPULATION. 

horses  of  a  country  are  either  stallions  or  brood  mares ;  the 
reproductive  organs  of  the  colt  are  destroyed  in  the  enor- 
mous majority  of  those  born,  and,  nevertheless,  our  pro- 
duction of  horses  suffices  for  the  vast  needs  of  our  com- 
mercial and  luxurious  classes.  Darwin,  in  his  "  Origin  of 
Species",  writes: — "There  is  no  exception  to  the  rule  that 
every  organic  being  naturally  increases  at  so  high  a  rate 
that,  if  not  destroyed,  the  earth  would  soon  be  covered  by 
the  progeny  of  a  single  pair.  Even  slow-breeding  man 
has  doubled  in  twenty-five  years,  and  at  this  rate,  in  a  few 
thousand  years,  there  would  literally  not  be  room  for  his 
progeny.  Linnseus  has  calculated  that  if  an  annual  plant 
produced  only  two  seeds — and  there  is  no  plant  so  unpro- 
ductive as  this — and  their  seedlings  next  year  produced 
two,  and  so  on,  then  in  twenty  years  there  would  be  a 
million  plants.  The  elephant  is  reckoned  the  slowest 
breeder  of  all  known  animals,  and  I  have  taken  some  pains 
to  estimate  its  probable  minimum  rate  of  natural  increase ; 
it  will  be  under  the  mark  to  assume  that  it  breeds  when 
thirty  years  old,  and  goes  on  breeding  till  ninety  years 
old,  bringing  forth  three  pair  of  young  in  this  interval ;  if 
this  be  so,  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  century  there  would  be 
alive  15,000,000  elephants,  descended  from  the  first  pair. 
But  we  have  better  evidence  on  this  subject  than  mere 
theoretical  calculations,  namely,  the  numerous  recorded 
cases  of  the  astonishingly  rapid  increase  of  various  animals 
in  a  state  of  nature,  when  circumstances  have  been  favor- 
able to  them  during  two  or  three  following  seasons.  Still 
more  striking  is  the  evidence  from  our  domestic  animals 
of  many  kinds  which  have  run  wild  in  many  parts  of  the 
world  ;  if  the  statements  of  the  rate  of  increase  of  slow- 
breeding  cattle  and  horses  in  South  America,  and  latterly 
in  Australia,  had  not  been  well  authenticated,  they  would 
have  been  incredible.  So  it  is  with  plants ;  cases  could  be 
given  of  introduced  plants  which  have  become  common 
throughout  whole  islands  in  a  period  of  less  than  ten 
years.  Several  of  the  plants,  such  as  the  cardoon  and  a 
tall  thistle,  now  most  numerous  over  the  wide  plains  of  La 
Plata,  clothing  square  leagues  of  surface  almost  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  other  plants,  have  been  introduced  from 
Europe ;  and  there  are  plants  which  now  range  in  India, 
as  I  hear  from  Dr.  Falconer,  from  Cape  Comorin  to  the 
Himalayas,  which  have  been  imported  from  America  since 
its  discovery.  In  such  cases,  and  endless  instances  could 
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be  given,  no  one  supposes  that  the  fertility  of  these  animals 
or  plants  has  been  suddenly  and  temporarily  increased  in 
any  sensible  degree.  The  obvious  explanation  is  that  the 
conditions  of  life  have  been  very  favorable,  and  that  there 
has  consequently  been  less  destruction  of  the  old  and  young, 
and  that  nearly  all  the  young  have  been  enabled  to  breed. 
In  such  cases  the  geometrical  ratio  of  increase,  the  result 
of  which  never  fails  to  be  surprising,  simply  explains  the 
extraordinarily  rapid  increase  and  wide  diffusion  of  natural- 
ised productions  in  their  new  homes.  In  a  state  of  nature 
almost  every  plant  produces  seed,  and  amongst  animals 
there  are  very  few  which  do  not  annually  pair.  Hence,  we 
may  confidently  assert  that  all  plants  and  animals  are 
tending  to  increase  at  a  geometrical  ratio,  that  all  would 
most  rapidly  stock  every  station  in  which  they  could  any- 
how exist,  and  that  the  geometrical  tendency  to  increase 
must  be  checked  by  destruction  at  some  period  of  life." 

Mr.  John  Stuart  Mill  also  remarks  :  ' '  The  power  of 
multiplication  inherent  in  all  organic  life  may  be  regarded 
as  infinite.  There  is  no  species  of  vegetable  or  animal, 
which,  if  the  earth  were  entirely  abandoned  to  it,  and  to 
the  things  on  which  it  feeds,  would  not  in  a  small  number 
of  years  overspread  every  region  of  the  globe  of  which  the 
climate  was  compatible  with  its  existence." 

The  rapid  multiplication  of  rabbits  in  Australia  has 
lately  given  a  startling  instance  of  reproductive  power ;  a 
number  of  rabbits  were  taken  over  and  let  loose  ;  the  dis- 
trict was  thinly  peopled,  so  they  were  not  shot  down  to 
any  great  extent ;  their  natural  enemies,  the  hawks, 
weasels,  etc.,  that  prey  on  their  young  in  England,  were 
not  taken  over  with  them ;  food  was  abundant,  and  there 
was  no  check  to  keep  them  back;  the  consequence  was 
that  whole  districts  were  overrun  by  them,  and  the  farmers 
were  at  their  wits'  end  to  save  their  crops  from  the  swarm- 
ing rodents.  In  France,  again,  owing  to  the  wholesale 
destruction  of  small  birds,  there  was  a  perfect  plague  of 
insects,  and  the  inhabitants  of  many  districts  have  striven 
to  import  birds,  so  as  to  prevent  the  insects  from  practi- 
cally destroying  the  vegetation. 

While  in  the  vegetable  and  animal  kingdoms  the 
rapidity  of  the  increase  is  generally  far  greater  than  in 
the  human  race,  we  have  yet  seen  how  rapidly  man  has 
been  found  to  increase  where  the  circumstances  surround- 
ing him  were  favorable  to  vigorous  life.  We  have  never 
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yet,  however,  seen  the  full  power  of  reproduction  among 
mankind ;  the  increase  of  population  in  America  "falls  very 
far  short",  says  the  author  of  the  "Elements  of  Social 
Science",  "of  the  possible  rate  of  increase,  as  is  seen  by 
the  short  average  of  life  in  America,  and  by  the  large 
amount  of  the  reproductive  power  which,  even  in  that 

country,  is  lost  from  celibacy  and  prostitution The 

capacity  of  increase  in  the  human  race,  as  in  all  other 
organised  beings,  is,  in  fact,  boundless  and  immeasur- 
able." 

But  while  animated  existence  increases  thus  rapidly,  no 
such  swift  multiplication  can  be  secured  of  the  means  of 
subsistence.  The  means  of  subsistence  of  vegetable  life 
are  strictly  limited  in  quantity ;  the  amount  obtainable  from 
the  soil  may  be  increased  by  manure,  by  careful  tillage,  by 
rotation  of  crops,  by  improved  methods  of  husbandry, 
but  none  the  less  is  this  amount  limitable,  while  there  is 
no  limit  to  the  power  of  life  production ;  if  the  soil  and  air 
and  light  could  be  indefinitely  stretched,  vegetable  life 
would  still  suffice  without  effort  to  clothe  the  increased  sur- 
face. But  since  the  size  of  the  globe  inexorably  limits  the 
amount  of  vegetable  produce  possible  of  growth,  the 
limited  vegetable  produce  must,  in  its  turn,  limit  the 
amount  of  animal  life  which  can  be  sustained.  While  in- 
creased knowledge,  skill,  and  care,  may  augment  the  means 
of  subsistence  obtainable  from  the  earth,  yet  animal  life 
multiplies  more  rapidly  than  can  its  food.  As  is  truly  said 
by  the  author  just  quoted  :  "From  a  consideration  of  the 
law  of  agricultural  industry,  and  an  estimate  of  the  rate  at 
which  the  means  of  subsistence  could  be  increased  in  old 
countries,  even  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  it 
may  be  inferred  with  certainty  that  these  means  of  sub- 
sistence could  not  possibly  be  increased  so  fast  as  to  permit 
population  to  increase  at  its  natural  rate.  .  .  .  Let  us  apply 
the  American  rate  of  increase  to  the  population  of  this 
country.  Is  it  conceivably  possible  that  the  population  of 
England  or  any  old  country  should  double  itself  every 
twenty-five  years  ?  In  Great  Britain  there  are  now  "  (the 
book  was  written  many  years  ago)  "about  twenty-one 
millions ;  is  it  conceivable  that  the  means  of  subsistence 
could  be  so  rapidly  increased  as  to  allow  these  twenty-one 
millions  to  swell  to  forty-two  millions  in  the  first  twenty- 
five  years ;  to  eighty-four  millions  in  the  next ;  1 68  millions 
in  the  next,  etc.  ?  The  supposition  is  evidently  absurd. 
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Even  the  rate  of  increase  of  the  last  fifty-three  years  (in 
which  time  the  population  has  doubled)  cannot  possibly  be 
long  continued.  If  it  were,  it  would  increase  our  popula- 
tion in  three  centuries  to  about  1,300  millions  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  to  more  than  the  total  population  of  the  globe, 
which  is  estimated  at  about  1,000  millions." 

Wherever,  then,  we  look  throughout  Nature,  we  find 
proofs  of  the  truth  of  the  law,  that  "there  is  a  tendency 
in  all  animated  existence  to  increase  faster  than  the  means 
of  subsistence  ".  This  is  the  law  of  which  Miss  Martineau 
said  that  it  could  be  no  more  upset  than  a  law  of  arithmetic ; 
this  is  the  law  which  John  Stuart  Mill  regarded  "as 
axiomatic " ;  this  is  the  law  which  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Cockburn,  in  the  trial  of  the  Queen  v.  Bradlaugh  and 
Besant,  designated  "an  irrefragable  truth".  Controver- 
sialists may  quarrel  as  to  its  consequences,  and  may  differ 
as  to  man's  duty  in  regard  to  them,  but  no  controversy  can 
arise  among  thinkers  on  the  law  itself,  any  more  than  on 
the  sphericity  of  the  earth. 


CHAPTEE    II. 

ITS     CONSEQUENCES. 

IT  is  abundantly  clear,  from  experience,  that  population 
does  not,  as  a  general  rule,  increase  at  anything  like  the 
rate  spoken  of  in  the  preceding  chapter.  The  earth  would, 
long  ere  this,  have  become  unable  to  support  her  offspring 
if  they  had  multiplied  at  the  pace  which  the  naturalist 
tells  us  is  possible — if,  for  instance,  all  rabbits  had  in- 
creased in  the  same  ratio  as  those  taken  over  to  Australia 
and  naturalised  there.  Some  cause  must  therefore  be  at 
work  checking  the  increase  and  preventing  over-rapid 
multiplication,  holding  the  balance,  in  fact,  roughly  even 
between  the  means  of  subsistence  and  the  living  creatures 
who  consume  them.  In  the  vegetable  kingdom  the  checks 
to  increase  are  not  difficult  to  find.  Every  plant  needs  for 
its  development  suitable  soil,  moisture,  air,  and  light; 
these  are  its  means  of  subsistence.  The  amount  of  these 
is  limited,  while  the  power  of  multiplication  in  the  vege- 
table is  unlimited.  What  is  the  necessary  consequence  ? 
That  of  the  myriad  seeds  produced  only  a  few  will  develop 
into  seed-bearing  plants ;  each  seed  needs  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  soil,  moisture,  air,  light ;  if  they  fall  round  the 
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parent  stem  and  sprout  into  seedlings  they  so  crowd  each, 
other  that  the  weaker  perish ;  every  gardener  knows  that 
his  seedlings  need  thinning  if  any  are  to  grow  into  useful 
plants,  that  his  plantations  must  be  thinned  out  if  any  tree 
is  to  have  full  development ;  an  over-crowded  plantation, 
an  over-crowded  garden-bed,  gives  a  crop  of  dwarfed, 
stunted,  weak,  and  useless  plants.  These  facts  are  so 
commonplace  that  they  pass  continually  before  our  eyes, 
and  the  simple  inference  from  them  is  unregarded.  There 
is  another  check  of  a  severe  character  on  vegetable  in- 
crease. Birds  eat  the  seeds ;  animals  browse  on  the  plants ; 
man  uses  many  kinds  for  his  own  support ;  the  wheat  sown 
in  one  year  not  only  produces  the  seed-corn  for  the  ensuing 
season,  but  also  affords  so  vast  a  multiplication  as  to  supply 
the  world  with  bread ;  the  animal  world  preys  on  the  vege- 
table, and  so  is  made  a  check  which  destroys  the  mature,  as 
well  as  the  check  of  want  of  room  and  nourishment  which 
destroys  the  infant,  growth.  Out  of  357  seedlings  of  Eng- 
lish weeds,  carefully  watched  by  Mr.  Darwin,  295  were 
destroyed.  On  some  heaths  near  Farnham,  in  the  portions 
enclosed  during  ten  years  previously,  self-sown  firs  were 
observed  by  him  springing  up  so  closely  that  all  could  not 
live,  while  in  the  unenclosed  portions  not  one  young  tree 
was  to  be  seen.  On  close  examination  Mr.  Darwin  found 
in  one  square  yard  thirty-two  little  trees  no  higher  than 
the  heather,  one  with  twenty- six  rings  of  growth;  the 
check  here  was  the  browsing  of  cattle  over  the  open  part 
of  the  heath.  In  the  animal  kingdom  the  same  class  of 
checks  is  found ;  the  rabbit  which  in  Australia  has  become 
an  intolerable  plague,  is  kept  down  to  a  fair  level  in  Eng- 
land, not  because  he  multiplies  less  rapidly,  but  because 
the  check  of  destruction  is  brought  to  bear  upon  him ; 
food  is  scarcer  in  the  more  cultivated  land ;  guns  and  traps 
send  him  to  the  market  in  millions  ;  hawks,  weasels,  cats, 
prey  upon  his  young ;  he  produces  life  rapidly,  but  the 
check  of  death  waits  upon  him  and  keeps  him  down.  The 
swift  increase  of  plants  and  animals  under  favorable  cir- 
cumstances, dealt  with  in  Chapter  L,  shows  the  enormous 
power  of  the  destructive  checks  which  generally  keep  in 
subjection  the  life-producing  force.  Once  more  turning  to 
Mr.  Darwin,  we  read  : — 

"Of  the  many  individuals  of  any  species  which  are 
periodically  born,  but  a  small  number  can  survive  ....  A 
struggle  for  existence  inevitably  follows  from  the  high  rate 
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at  which  all  organic  beings  tend  to  increase.  Every  being, 
which  during  its  natural  lifetime  produces  several  eggs 
or  seeds,  must  suffer  destruction  during  some  period  of  its 
life,  and  during  some  season  or  occasional  year,  otherwise 
on  the  principle  of  geometrical  increase,  its  numbers  would 
quickly  become  so  inordinately  great  that  no  country  could 
support  the  product.  Hence,  as  more  individuals  are  pro- 
duced than  can  possibly  survive,  there  must  in  every  case 
be  a  struggle  for  existence,  either  one  individual  with 
another  of  the  same  species,  or  with  the  individuals  of 
distinct  species,  or  with  the  physical  conditions  of  life.  It 
is  the  doctrine  of  Malthus  applied  with  manifold  force  to 
the  whole  animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms  ;  for  in  this  case 
there  can  be  no  artificial  increase  of  food,  and  no  pruden- 
tial restraint  from  marriage.  Although  some  species  may 
be  now  increasing  more  or  less  rapidly  in  numbers,  all 

cannot  do  so,  for  the  world  would  not  hold  them 

Our  familiarity  with  the  larger  domestic  animals  tends,  I 
think,  to  mislead  us ;  we  see  no  great  destruction  falling 
on  them,  and  we  forget  that  thousands  are  annually 
slaughtered  for  food,  and  that  in  a  state  of  nature  an  equal 

number  would  have  somehow  to  be  disposed  of In 

looking  at  nature,  it  is  most  necessary  to  keep  the  fore- 
going considerations  always  in  mind — never  to  forget  that 
every  single  organic  being  around  us  may  be  said  to  be 
striving  to  the  utmost  to  increase  in  numbers  ;  that  each 
lives  by  a  struggle  at  some  period  of  its  life  ;  that  heavy 
destruction  inevitably  falls  either  on  the  young  or  old 
during  each  generation  or  at  recurrent  intervals.  Lighten 
any  check,  mitigate  the  destruction  ever  so  little,  and  the 
number  of  the  species  will  almost  instantaneously  increase 
to  any  amount." 

If  there  be  such  vast  destruction  of  life  throughout  the 
vegetable  and  animal  kingdoms,  necessarily  consequent  on 
the  superabundance  of  life  produced,  is  man  exempt  from 
the  same  law  ? 

Malthus  laid  down  the  three  following  propositions, 
propositions  of  which  this  book  is  only  an  amplification : — 

"1.  Population  is  necessarily  limited  by  the  means  of 
subsistence. 

"2.  Population  invariably  increases  where  the  means 
of  subsistence  increase,  unless  prevented  by  some  very 
powerful  and  obvious  checks. 

"3.  These  checks,    and   the  checks  which  repress  the 
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superior  power  of  population,  and  keep  its  effects  on  a 
level  with  the  means  of  subsistence,  are  all  resolvable  into 
moral  restraint,  vice,  and  misery. 

"  The  ultimate  check  to  population  appears  to  be  a  want 
of  food,  arising  necessarily  from  the  different  ratios  accord- 
ing to  which  population  and  food  increase.  But  this  ulti- 
mate check  is  never  the  immediate  check,  except  in  cases 
of  actual  famine.  The  immediate  check  may  be  stated  to 
consist  in  all  those  customs  and  all  those  diseases,  which 
seem  to  be  generated  by  a  scarcity  of  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence ;  and  all  those  causes,  independent  of  this  scarcity, 
whether  of  a  moral  or  physical  nature,  which  tend  pre- 
maturely to  weaken  and  destroy  the  human  frame."  These 
causes  which  retard  the  growth  of  population  by  killing 
human  beings,  either  slowly  or  rapidly,  are  all  classed  to- 
gether by  Malthus  under  the  heap  of  "  positive  "  checks  ; 
they  are  the  "  natural "  checks  to  population,  common  alike 
to  vegetables,  to  animals,  to  man ;  they  are  all  checks  of 
suffering,  of  want,  of  disease ;  they  are  life-destroying, 
anti-human,  brutal,  irrational. 

These  checks  are,  as  might  be  imagined,  more  striking, 
more  openly  repulsive,  more  thorough,  among  savage  than 
among  civilised  nations.  War,  infanticide,  hardship,  famine, 
disease,  murder  of  the  aged,  all  these  are  among  the  posi- 
tive checks  which  keep  down  the  increase  of  population 
among  savage  tribes.  War  carries  off  the  young  men,  full 
of  vigor,  the  warriors  in  their  prime  of  life,  the  strongest, 
the  most  robust,  the  most  fiery — those,  in  fact,  who,  from 
their  physical  strength  and  energy  would  be  most  likely  to 
add  largely  to  the  number  of  the  tribe.  Infanticide,  most 
prevalent  where  means  of  existence  are  most  restricted,  is 
largely  practised  among  barbarous  nations,  the  custom 
being  due,  to  a  great  extent,  to  the  difficulty  of  providing 
food  for  a  large  family.  Hardship  carries  away  many  a 
child  in  savage  life :  "Women,"  says  Malthus,  "obliged, 
by  their  habits  of  living,  to  a  constant  change  of  places, 
and  compelled  to  an  unremitting  drudgery  for  their  hus- 
bands, appear  to  be  absolutely  incapable  of  bringing  up 
two  or  three  children  nearly  of  the  same  age.  If  another 
child  be  born  before  the  one  above  it  can  shift  for  itself, 
and  follow  its  mother  on  foot,  one  of  the  two  must  almost 
necessarily  perish  from  want  of  care."  Famine,  so  easily 
caused  among  a  primitive  community,  sweeps  off  young  and 
old  together ;  epidemics  carry  away  almost  a  whole  tribe 
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at  one  swoop ;  the  aged  are  often  slain,  or  left  to  perish, 
when  their  feebleness  no  longer  permits  them  to  add  to  the 
productive  force  of  the  community. 

All  these  miseries  are  the  positive  and  natural  checks  to 
population  among  uncivilised  beings ;  among  the  more 
civilised  the  checks  are  the  same  in  kind  although  more 
decently  veiled.  But  the  moment  we  come  among  civilised 
nations  a  new  factor  is  introduced  into  the  problem  which 
complicates  it  very  considerably.  Hitherto  we  have  seen 
Nature — apart  from  man — going  her  own  way,  producing 
and  destroying  without  let  or  hindrance.  But  when  we 
examine  civilised  nations  we  find  a  new  agent  at  work ; 
Nature's  grandest  product,  the  brain  of  man,  now  comes 
into  play,  and  a  new  set  of  circumstances  arises.  Men, 
women,  and  children,  who  would  be  doomed  to  death  in 
the  savage  state,  have  their  lives  prolonged  by  civilisation ; 
the  sickly,  whom  the  hardships  of  the  savage  struggle  for 
existence  would  kill  off,  are  carefully  tended  in  hospitals, 
and  saved  by  medical  skill ;  the  parents,  whose  thread  of 
life  would  be  cut  short,  are  cherished  on  into  prolonged  old 
age ;  the  feeble,  who  would  be  left  to  starve,  are  tenderly 
shielded  from  hardship,  and  life's  road  is  made  the  smoother 
for  the  lame ;  the  average  of  life  is  lengthened,  and  more 
and  more  thought  is  brought  to  bear  on  the  causes  of  pre- 
ventible  disease ;  better  drainage,  better  homes,  better 
food,  better  clothing,  all  these,  among  the  more  comfort- 
able classes,  remove  many  of  the  natural  checks  to  popula- 
tion. Among  these  nations  wars  become  less  frequent  and 
less  bloody  ;  famines,  owing  to  improved  means  of  inter- 
communication, become  for  a  time  almost  impossible ; 
epidemics  no  longer  depopulate  whole  districts.  In  Eng- 
land, in  A.D.  1258,  no  less  than  15,000  people  were  starved 
to  death  in  London  alone;  in  France,  in  A.D.  1348,  one- 
third  of  the  whole  population  perished  from  the  same 
cause;  in  Rome,  from  A.D.  250-265,  a  plague  raged,  that, 
for  some  time,  carried  off  daily  5,000  persons;  in  England, 
in  A.D.  1506  and  1517,  the  sweating  sickness  slew  half  the 
inhabitants  of  the  large  towns  and  depopulated  Oxford ; 
in  London,  in  A.D.  1603-4,  the  plague  killed  30, 578  persons, 
and  in  A.D.  1664-5  it  destroyed  68,596;  in  Naples,  in  A.D. 
1656,  400,000  died,  and  in  Egypt,  A.D.  1792,  above  800,000. 
These  terrible  epidemics  and  famines  have  ceased  to  sweep 
over  Europe,  but  for  how  long  ?  This  decrease  of  natural 
checks  to  population,  consequent  on  advancing  civilisation, 
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has,  unfortunately,  a  very  dark  side.  Darwin  has  re- 
marked: "Lighten  any  check,  mitigate  the  destruction 
ever  so  little,  and  the  number  of  the  species  will  almost 
instantaneously  increase  to  any  amount ".  A  signal  in- 
stance of  the  truth  of  this  remark  is  now  being  given  to  us 
in  our  Indian  empire  by  the  introduction  there  of  Western 
civilisation.  Lord  Derby  says :  "  We  have  established  there 
order  and  peace ;  we  have  done  away  with  local  wars ;  we 
have  lessened  the  ravages  of  pestilence  ;  and  we  do  what 
we  can — and,  in  ordinary  seasons,  we  do  it  with  success — 
to  mitigate  the  effects  of  destitution.  The  result  is,  natu- 
rally and  necessarily,  a  vast  increase  in  population ;  and, 
if  present  appearances  can  be  trusted,  we  shall  have  in 
every  generation  a  larger  aggregate  of  human  beings  re- 
lying upon  us  for  help  in  those  periods  of  distress  which 
must,  from  time  to  time,  occur  in  a  country  wholly  agri- 
cultural and  liable  to  droughts."  So  that  it  appears  that, 
our  civilisation  in  India,  taking  away  the  ordinary  natural 
checks  to  population,  and  introducing  no  others  in  their  stead, 
brings  about  a  famine  which  has  already  destroyed  more 
than  500,000  people  in  one  Presidency  alone,  and  has 
thrown  about  one  and  a  half  million  more  on  charity.  From 
this  point  of  view  civilisation  can  scarcely  be  regarded  as 
an  unmixed  blessing,  and  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
what  is  happening  in  India  now  must,  sooner  or  later, 
happen  in  every  country  where  science  destroys  the  balance 
of  nature. 

Turning  to  England,  we  find  that  our  population  is 
growing  rapidly  enough  to  cause  anxiety ;  although  there 
are  some  severe  checks,  with  which  we  shall  deal  presently, 
England  has  more  than  doubled  her  population  during  the 
last  seventy  years.  In  1810  the  population  of  England  and 
Wales  was  about  10,000,000,  and  in  1881  it  was  25,974,439. 
"At  the  present  time",  writes  Professor  Fawcett,  "it  is 
growing  at  the  rate  of  200,000  every  year,  which  is  almost 
equivalent  to  the  population  of  the  county  of  Northampton. 
If  in  fifty  years  the  descendants  of  one  million  become  two 
millions,  it  is  obvious  that  in  100  years  the  two  millions 
will  have  become  four  millions,  so  that  if  the  population  of 
England  were  eight  millions  in  1810  it  would  be  eighty  mil- 
lions in  1960."  Forty  years  hence,  if  we  maintain  the  rate 
of  increase  which  we  have  kept  up  since  the  commencement 
of  this  century,  some  forty  millions  of  people  will  be  crowded 
into  our  little  island ;  yet  "  at  the  present  time  it  is  said 
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that  there  is  a  great  redundancy  of  labor.     Many  who  are 
willing  to   work   cannot  find    employment ;    in  most   of 
our  important  branches  of  industry  there  has  been  great 
over-production ;  every  trade  and  every  profession  is  over- 
crowded ;  for  every  vacant  clerkship  there  are  hundreds  of 
applications.     Difficult  as  it  is  for  men  to  obtain  a  liveli- 
hood, it  is  ten  times  more  difficult  for  women  to  do  so ; 
partly  on  account  of  unjust  laws,  and  partly  because  of  the 
tyranny  of  society,  they  are  shut  out  from  many  employ- 
ments.  All  that  has  j  ust  been  stated  is  admitted  by  common 
consent — it   is   the   topic    of   daily  conversation,    and   of 
daily  complaint — and  yet  with  the  utmost  complacency  we 
observe  200,000  added  to  our  population  every  year,  and 
we  often  congratulate  ourselves  upon  this  addition  to  our 
numbers,  as  if  it  were  an  unerring  sign  of  advancing  pros- 
perity.    But  vie  wed  in  relation  to  the  facts  just  mentioned, 
what  does  this  addition  to  our  numbers  indicate  ?     To  this 
question  only  one  reply  can  be  given — that  in  ten  years' 
time,  where  there  are  a  hundred  now  seeking  employment 
there  will  then  be  a  hundred  and  twenty.     This  will  not 
apply  simply  to  one  industry,  but  will  be  the  case  through- 
out the  whole  country.     It  will  also  further  happen  that  in 
ten  years'  time,  for  every  hundred  who  now  require  food, 
fuel,  and  clothing,  a  similar  provision  will  have  to  be  made 
for  one  hundred  and  twenty.     It  therefore  follows  that,  low 
as  the  general  average  standard  of  living  now  is,  it  cannot 
by  any  means  be  obtained,  unless  in  ten  years'  time  the 
supply  of  all  the  commodities  of  ordinary  consumption  can 
be  increased  by  20  per  cent.,  without  their  becoming  more 
costly."     The  continually  rising  price  of  meat  is  one  of  the 
most  certain  signs  that  population  in  England  is  pressing 
over  hard  on  the  means  of  subsistence  ;  although  our  own 
meat  production  is  enormously  supplemented  by  supplies 
from  abroad,  prices  are  always  going  up,  and  the  large 
amount   of    adulteration  practised   in  every  food-supply- 
ing trade  is,  to  a  great  extent,  an  effort  to  equalise  the 
supply  and  the  demand.     Much  of  the  food  on  which  our 
poor  live  is  unwholesome  in  the  extreme  ;  let  anyone  walk 
through  the  poorer  districts  of  London,  or  of  any  large 
town,  and  see  the  provisions  lying  for  sale  in  the  shops  ;  it 
is  not  only  the  meat  sold  for  cooking  at  home,  the  doubtful 
sugar,  and  not  doubtful  apology  for  butter,  the  blue  milk, 
the  limp  and  flabby  vegetables — but  let  the  enquirer  stop 
at  the  cook-shop  and  inspect  the  fish,  unpleasant  both  to 
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eye  and  smell,  in  itself  and  in  its  cooking ;  the  "  faggots  " ; 
the  strangely  shaped  and  strangely  marked  lumps  of  what 
should  be  meat ;  and,  after  an  hour's  walk,  the  searcher 
will  not  wonder  at  the  wan,  haggard  faces  of  those  who 
support  life  on  this  untempting  fare.  Even  of  this  fare, 
however,  there  is  not  enough ;  the  low  fever  so  sadly  com- 
mon in  poor  districts,  the  "falling  away",  the  hollow  cough, 
the  premature  old  age,  all  these  are  the  results  of  insuffi- 
ciency of  food — insufficiency  which  does  not  kill  at  once, 
but  slowly  and  surely  starves  away  the  life.  Much  of  the 
drunkenness,  most  common  in  the  poorest  districts,  has  its 
root  in  lack  of  food ;  the  constantly  craving  stomach  is 
stilled  with  drink,  which  it  would  not  desire  if  it  were 
better  filled. 

But  the  pressure  on  the  means  of  subsistence  has  other 
consequences  than  the  living  on  unwholesome  food.  One 
of  the  earliest  signs  of  too  rapidly  increasing  population  is 
the  overcrowding  of  the  poor.  Just  as  the  overcrowded 
seedlings  spoil  each  other's  growth,  so  do  the  overcrowded 
poor  injure  each  other  morally,  mentally,  and  physically. 
Whether  we  study  town  or  country  the  result  of  our  en- 
quiries is  the  same — the  houses  are  too  small  and  the  fami- 
lies are  too  large.  Take,  as  illustrating  this,  the  terrible 
instances  given  by  Mr.  George  Godwin,  in  his  essay  on 
"  Overcrowding  in  London".  In  Lincoln  Court  he  states 
that:  "  In  the  majority  of  the  houses  the  rooms  are  small 
and  the  staircases  are  narrow  and  without  ventilation.  In 
two  of  them  it  was  admitted  that  more  than  thirty-five 
persons  lived  in  each ;  but  it  would  probably  be  nearer 
truth  to  say  that  each  house  of  eight  rooms  contains  on  an 
average,  including  children,  forty-five  persons."  "  A  child 
was  found  dead  in  Brownlow  Street,  and  on  enquiry  it  was 
learnt  that  the  mother,  a  widow,  and  six  children  slept  in 
one  bed  in  a  small  room.  The  death  of  the  child  was 
attributed  to  the  bedclothes."  "  In  a  model  lodging  house 
for  families,  a  father,  who  with  his  wife  and  one  child  occu- 
pies one  room,  has  accommodated  six  of  his  nine  other 
children  the  crossway  on  two  camp  bedsteads,  while  three 
elder  girls,  one  sixteen  years  old,  sleep  on  a  small  bedstead 
near."  "  In  a  respectable  house  not  far  from  the  last, 
occupied  by  steady  artisans  and  others,  I  found  that  nine 
persons  slept  in  one  of  the  rooms  (12  feet  by  14  feet),  a 
father,  mother  and  seven  children.  Eleven  shoemakers 
worked  in  the  attics  ;  and  in  each  of  the  other  five  rooms 
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there  was  a  separate  family.  I  could  quote  scores  of  such 
cases  of  overcrowding  in  what  would  seem  to  be  decent 
houses."  "  Hundreds  of  modern  houses,  built  in  decent 
suburban  neighborhoods,  as  if  for  one  family  only,  are 
made  to  contain  several.  The  neat  external  appearance  of 
many  of  them  gives  no  suggestion  of  the  dangerously- 
crowded  state  of  the  houses.  A  description  of  one  of  them 
in  Bemerton  Street,  Caledonian  Road,  will  be  more  truthful. 
The  basement  below  the  level  of  the  street  contains  in  the 
front  room  an  old  man  and  his  wife ;  in  the  back  room,  two 
lodgers  ;  in  the  parlors  there  are  a  man  and  his  wife  and 
eight  children.  On  the  first  floor,  a  man  and  his  wife  and 
infant ;  two  girls",  sixteen  and  eighteen  years  of  age,  and 
occasionally  their  mother — all  in  the  front  room ;  and  in. 
the  small  back  room,  two  women,  a  girl,  and  two  young- 
children.  On  the  second  floor,  a  father,  mother,  two  grown- 
up sons,  an  infant,  and  a  brood  of  rabbits.  Two  women 
and  two  boys  in  the  back  room  make  the  whole  population 
of  the  house  thirty-four.  In  the  next  there  were  thirty- 
three  persons  similarly  divided."  "  In  one  small  house, 
with  staircase  in  the  centre,  there  were  in  the  four  small 
rooms  on  each  side  of  it  forty  persons  in  the  daytime^ 
How  many  there  may  be  at  night  I  cannot  say.  The  atmo- 
sphere on  the  staircase  was  sickening."  Who  can  wonder 
that  the  death-rate  is  so  high  in  large  cities,  and  that  the 
difference  in  the  death-rate  between  the  rich  and  poor 
sections  of  the  same  city  is  appalling?  In  Glasgow  the 
death-rate  in  the  Bly thswood  division  was  1 9  ;  that  in  the 
Bridgegate  and  Wynds  division  52  J.  Dr.  Drysdale,  in  the- 
"  Report  of  Industrial  Remuneration  Conference",  1885, 
says:  "At  present  the  average  age  at  death  among  the- 
nobility,  gentry,  and  professional  classes  in  England  and 
Wales  was  55  years ;  but  among  the  artisan  classes  of 
Lambeth  it  only  amounted  to  29  years ;  and  whilst  the 
infantile  death-rate  among  the  well-to-do  classes  was  such 
that  only  8  children  died  in  the  first  year  of  life  out  of  100 
born,  as  many  as  30  per  cent,  succumbed  at  that  age 
among  the  children  of  the  poor  in  some  districts  of  our 
large  cities.  The  only  real  cause  of  this  enormous  difference 
in  the  position  of  the  rich  and  poor  with  respect  to  their 
chances  of  existence  lay  in  the  fact  that  at  the  bottom  of 
society  wages  were  so  low  that  food  and  other  requisites 
of  health  were  obtained  with  too  great  difficulty."  Many 
of  the  deaths  in  the  richer  districts  might  be  prevented  by 
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better  sanitary  arrangements  and  wider  sanitary  know- 
ledge ;  the  excess  in  the  poorer  districts  is  clearly  pre- 
ventible  with  our  present  knowledge,  and  preventible 
death  is  manslaughter.  As  might  be  expected,  the  rate  of 
infant  mortality  is  very  high  in  these  over-crowded 
districts ;  where  200  children  under  the  age  of  five  years 
die  among  the  rich,  600  die  among  the  poor ;  a  young 
child  is  easily  killed,  and  the  bad  air  and  unwholesome 
food  rapidly  murder  the  little  ones ;  again  quoting  from 
the  Glasgow  report:  "A  large  number  of  the  deaths, 
bearing  the  relation  of  13£  per  cent,  to  the  total  births, 
were  those  of  children  under  one  year".  In  addition  to 
the  actual  deaths  caused  by  overcrowding,  we  must  add  to 
the  mass  of  misery  accruing  from  it,  the  non-fatal  diseases 
and  the  general  debility  and  lack  of  vigorous  life  so  com- 
mon in  our  large  centres  of  industry.  "Overcrowding", 
says  Mr.  Godwin,  "  means  want  of  pure  air,  and  want  of 
pure  air  means  debility,  continued  fever,  death,  widow- 
hood, orphanage,  pauperism,  and  money  loss  to  the  living". 
Epidemics  are  most  fatal  in  over-crowded  districts,  not  only 
because  they  pass  so  rapidly  from  one  to  another,  but  also 
because  the  people  dwelling  in  those  districts  have  less 
vitality,  less  vigor  of  resistance,  than  those  more  fortu- 
nately circumstanced.  "  The  great  reason  ",  said  Dr. 
Drysdaleinthe  Knowlton  trial  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, 
"that  typhus  fever  is  so  terrible  a  disease  is  that  people 
are  crowded.  It  is  impossible  to  have  health  with  large 
crowded  families."  Here  then  is  one  of  the  commonest 
checks  to  population  in  all  great  cities.  Nor  must  the 
results  to  morality  be  omitted  in  this  imperfect  summary 
of  the  evils  which  grow  out  of  over-crowding.  What 
modesty,  what  decency,  what  self-respect  are  possible  to 
these  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls,  herded  together, 
seven,  ten,  fourteen  in  a  room  ?  Only  the  absence  of  these 
virtues  could  make  the  life  endurable  for  four-and-twenty 
hours;  no  delicacy  of  feeling  can  exist  there,  and  we 
cannot  wonder  at  Dr.  Drysdale's  sad  answer  in  the  above 
trial :  "  They  do  not  know  what  modesty  is  ". 

Can  there  be  any  doubt  that  it  is  the  large  families  so 
common  among  the  English  poor  that  are  at  the  root  of 
this  over-crowding?  For  not  only  would  the  "model- 
lodging-house  "  spoken  of  above  have  been  less  crowded 
if  the  parents,  instead  of  having  ten  children,  had  had  only 
two,  but  with  fewer  children  less  money  would  be  needed 
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for  food  and  clothing,  and  more  could  be  spared  for  rent. 
The  artisan  with  six  children,  forced  to  live  in  a  stifling 
pair  of  rooms  in  a  back  street  in  London  in  order  to  be 
near  his  work,  might,  if  he  had  only  two,  spare  money 
enough  to  pay  his  rail  to  and  fro  from  the  suburbs,  where 
the  same  rent  would  give  him  decent  accommodation ;  and 
not  only  would  he  have  a  better  home,  but  the  two  child- 
ren would  grow  strong  in  the  free  air,  where  the  six  pine 
in  the  London  street,  and  the  tvvu  would  have  plenty  of 
food  and  clothing,  where  the  six  lack  both.  Mr.  Godwin 
recognises  this  fact ;  he  says  :  "  Amongst  the  causes  which 
lead  to  the  evil  we  are  deploring  we  must  not  overlook  the 
gradual  increase  of  children,  while  in  the  case  of  the  laboring 
man  the  income  mostly  remains  the  same.  .  .  .  As  the 
children  increase  in  number  the  wife  is  prevented  from 
adding  by  her  earnings  to  the  income,  and  many  years 
must  elapse  before  the  children  can  be  put  to  work." 
" Ought  to  be  put  to  work"  would  be  a  truer  phrase,  for 
the  age  at  which  young  children  are  forced  to  help  in  win- 
ning their  daily  bread  is  one  of  the  disgraces  of  our  civili- 
sation. 

Overcrowding  in  country  districts  is,  naturally,  not  so 
injurious  to  health  as  it  is  in  the  towns ;  the  daily  work  in 
the  open  air,  the  fresh  breeze  blowing  round  the  cottage, 
and  cleansing,  to  some  extent,  the  atmosphere  within,  the 
fields  and  lanes  where  the  children  can  play,  all  these 
things  may  do  much  to  neutralise  the  harm  to  health 
wrought  by  overcrowding  at  night.  The  injury  to  health 
caused  by  large  families  among  the  agricultural  poor, 
arises  more  from  other  causes  than  from  over-crowding;  the 
low  wage  cannot  pay  for  a  house  sufficiently  good,  and  the 
cheap  ill-built  cottage,  damp,  draughty,  badly-drained, 
brings  to  those  who  live  in  it  the  fever  and  the  ague  and 
the  rheumatism  so  sadly  common  among  these  laboring 
classes.  But  the  moral  effect  of  over-crowding  is,  as  the 
present  Bishop  of  Manchester  said — when  serving  as  the 
Kev.  J.  Fraser  in  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  employ- 
ment of  children,  young  persons,  and  women  in  agriculture 
— "fearful  to  contemplate".  "Modesty",  he  goes  on, 
"  must  be  an  unknown  virtue,  decency  an  unimaginable 
thing,  where,  in  one  email  chamber,  with  the  beds  lying 
as  thickly  as  they  can  be  packed,  father,  mother,  young 
men,  lads,  grown  and  growing  up  girls — two  and  some- 
times three  generations — are  herded  promiscuously ;  where 
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every  operation  of  the  toilette  and  of  nature — dressings, 
undressings,  births,  deaths — is  performed  by  each  within 
the  sight  or  hearing  of  all ;  where  children  of  both  sexes, 
to  as  high  an  age  as  twelve  or  fourteen,  or  even  more, 
occupy  the  same  bed  ;  where  the  whole  atmosphere  is  sen- 
sual, and  human  nature  is  degraded  into  something  below 
the  level  of  the  swine." 

The  too  early  putting  of  the  children  to  work  is  one  of 
the  consequences  of  over-large  families.  In  the  country 
the  children  working  in  gangs  in  the  fields  learn  evil 
speech  and  evil  act  at  an  age  when  they  should  be  inno- 
cent, at  school  and  at  play.  In  town,  in  the  factory  and 
in  the  workroom,  the  seeds  of  disease  are  sown  in  the 
child-laborers.  "  Children  in  big  families",  says  Dr. 
Drysdale,  "  are  taken  out  to  work  very  early,  and  prema- 
ture exertion  often  injures  them  for  life Children 

are  not  fit  to  do  very  much  work  so  long  as  they  are  half 
developed,  and  early  death  is  often  the  consequence." 
Children  should  not  work  for  their  bread  ;  the  frame  is  not 
fit  for  toil,  the  brain  is  not  ready  for  the  effort  of  long 
attention  :  those  who  give  the  life  should  support  and 
protect  it  until  the  tenderness  of  childhood  is  passed  away, 
and  the  young  body  is  firm-knit  and  strong,  prepared  to 
take  its  share  of  the  battle,  and  bear  the  burden  and  heat 
of  the  day. 

From  the  same  pressure  and  struggle  for  existence, 
consequent  on  the  difficulty  of  winning  the  means  of 
life  in  an  over-crowded  land,  arise  the  unhealthy  condi- 
tions among  which  many  kinds  of  work  are  carried  on. 
Mr.  Godwin  remarks,  as  to  artificial  flower-making:  "In 
an  upper  room  in  Oxford  Street,  not  ten  feet  square,  I 
have  seen  a  dozen  delicate  young  women  closely  shut 
up,  pursuing  this  occupation Many  of  the  work- 
rooms of  fashionable  milliners  are  similarly  over-crowded, 
as  are  those  where  young  girls  are  engaged  in  book- 
stitching.  Take,  as  an  example,  a  house  in  Fleet 
Street,  looked  at  not  long  ago.  The  passage  is  narrow ; 
a  door  in  it  shuts  with  a  spring ;  the  staircase  is  con- 
fined and  without  ventilation ;  the  atmosphere  is  steamy 
and  smells  of  glue ;  ascending,  it  is  seen  that  all  the  doors 
shut  with  springs.  In  the  first  room  looked  into,  forty 
young  women  and  girls  were  sorting  and  stitching  books. 
....  Poor  creatures  so  placed  are  being  slowly  slain." 
Dr.  Symes  Thompson,  writing  on  the  "  Influence  of  Occu- 
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pation  on  Health  and  Life  ",  points  out  the  death-bringing 
circumstances  under  which  too  many  of  our  wealth-pro- 
ducers toil ;  if  there  were  fewer  of  them  their  lives  would 
be  more  valuable  than  they  are  ;  horses  and  cattle  are 
cared  for  and  protected  ;  the  very  machinery  used  is  oiled 
and  polished ;  only  the  human  machines  are  worked  under 
life-ruining  conditions,  and  are  left  to  struggle  on  as  best 
they  may.  Dr.  Thompson  gives  cases  of  printers — which 
everyone  connected  with  journalism  can  supplement  by  his 
own  experience — where  unwholesome  atmosphere  and  pre- 
posterously long  hours  destroy  the  constitution.  He  tells 
us  how  the  shoddy-grinders,  the  cocoa-matting  weavers, 
the  chaff-cutters,  the  workers  in  flax,  woollen,  and  cotton 
factories,  suffer  from  a  "  peculiar  kind  of  bronchitis,  aris- 
ing from  the  irritation  of  the  dust"  and  other  matters  in- 
haled, and  the  cough  "is  followed  by  expectoration,  and, 
if  the  occupation  is  continued,  emphysema,  or,  in  those 
predisposed  to  phthisis,  tubercle  is  developed".  At  Shef- 
field the  "  inhalation  of  metal  filings "  is  "destructive  "  to 
the  knife  and  fork  grinders,  and  although  this  might  be 
prevented  by  the  use  of  respirators  the  men's  lives  are  not 
sufficiently  valuable  to  be  thus  saved.  If  grit  got  into  the 
works  of  a  machine  and  ruined  them  the  works  would  be 
covered  over,  but  it  may  pass  into  men's  lungs  and  kill 
them,  and  no  one  troubles.  Brass-finishers  and  stone- 
masons labor  under  the  same  disadvantages ;  lead-poisoning 
is  common  among  plumbers,  painters,  etc.;  "women  em- 
ployed in  lead  works  rarely  bear  healthy  children ;  in  a 
large  number  of  cases  miscarriage  occurs  at  the  fifth  or 
seventh  month,  and  if  the  children  are  born  alive  they 
rarely  survive  long.  Lead  exerts  a  similar  influence  on 
the  reproductive  powers  in  the  male  sex ;  men  with  lead 
affections  seldom  produce  healthy  children."  Many  of 
these  diseases  might  be  prevented,  if  the  excessive  number 
of  workers  did  not  make  the  prevention  a  matter  of  in- 
difference to  those  concerned.  Dr.  Thompson  says:  "  Let 
over-crowding  and  over-heating  be  avoided.  There  should 
be  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  air.  The  hours  of  work 
should  be  moderate,  with  fair  intervals  for  meals.  If  there 
is  much  dust  or  other  foreign  matter  in  the  air,  a  suitable 
respirator  should  be  used,  or  the  offensive  particles  should 
be  carried  off  by  a  current  of  air  produced  by  a  chimney  or 
revolving  wheel.  Again,  mechanical  appliances  may  often 
take  the  place  of  hand-labor,  and  much  may  often  be 
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accomplished  by  the  application  of  practical  science  and 
chemical  knowledge."  Thus  we  see  indifference  to  life 
resulting  from  the  over-crowding  of  the  labor  market,  and 
in  the  unhealthy  conditions  among  which  many  kinds  of 
work  are  carried  on  we  find  a  widely-spread  check  to  popu- 
lation. 

Baby-farming  has  only  too  justly  been  called  the  "hideous 
social  phenomenon  of  the  19th  century".  It  is  the  direct 
result  of  the  pressure  of  over-large  families,  and  is  simply 
a  veiled  form  of  infanticide.  Mr.  Benson  Baker,  one  of 
the  medical  officers  of  Marylebone,  has  written  a  sad  notice 
of  baby-farming.  He  speaks  of  a  notorious  case  :  "  One 
of  the  stock  from  that  model  baby-farm  is  now  under  my 
care.  This  child,  three  years  old,  was  employed  by  the 
proprietress  as  a  gaffer  or  ganger  over  the  younger  babies. 
His  duties  were  to  sit  up  in  the  middle  of  the  bed  with 
eight  other  babies  round  him,  and,  the  moment  any  one  of 
them  awoke,  to  put  the  bottle  to  their  mouth.  He  was  also 
to  keep  them  quiet,  and  generally  to  superintend  them." 
A  vast  number  of  children  are  slowly  murdered  annually 
in  this  way,  and  the  death-rate  is  also  very  high  in  every 
place  where  many  infants  are  kept  together,  whether  it  be 
in  workhouse,  hospital,  or  creche. 

Another  consequence  of  large  families  which  must  not 
be  overlooked  is  the  physical  injury  caused  to  the  mothers. 
Among  the  poor,  cases  of  prolapsus  uteri,  or  falling  of  the 
womb,  are  only  too  common.  Prolapsus  uteri  results  fre- 
quently from  "getting  about "  too  rapidly  after  child-birth, 
it  being  impossible  for  the  mother  of  the  increasing  family 
to  lie  by  for  that  period  of  rest  which  nature  absolutely 
enjoins.  "  Women  ",  says  Dr.  Drysdale,  "  ought  never  to 
get  up  from  confinement  for  some  weeks  after  the  child  is 
born  ;  but  these  poor  women  are  so  utterly  unable  to  do 
without  work  that  they  are  compelled  to  get  up  in  a  day  or 
two.  The  womb,  being  full  of  blood,  falls  down  and  pro- 
duces infirmity  for  life".  The  doctor  also  says  of  this 
disease:  "It  is  extremely  common.  Indeed,  when  I  was 
obstetrical  assistant  at  Edinburgh,  it  was  one  of  the  com- 
monest diseases  among  women — the  principal  one,  in  fact." 
"Prolapsus,  or  falling  of  the  womb",  says  Dr.  Graily 
Hewett,  "  is  an  affection  to  which  women  are  in  one  form 
or  other  exceedingly  liable,  and  it  is  one  which  is  not 
unfrequently  productive  of  very  much  inconvenience  and 
distress  ".  The  reason  of  the  disease  is  not  far  to  see. 
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The  womb,  in  its  unimpregnated  state,  is  from  two  and  a 
half  to  three  inches  long,  an  inch  and  a  half  wide,  more  or 
less,  at  its  largest  part,  and  about  an  inch  thick.     During 
the  nine  months  of  pregnancy  this  organ  is  stretched  more 
and  more,  until,  at  the  end  of  nine  months,  it  is  capable  of 
containing  the  fully-developed  infant.     During  these  nine 
months  the  muscular  substance  of  the  womb  increases  in 
thickness,  while  the  whole  organ  enlarges.     At  birth  the 
muscular  fibres  begin  to  contract,  and  the  womb  ought  to 
return  to  almost  its  original  size.     But  in  order  that  it  may 
so  return,  the  horizontal  position  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  some  days,  and  much  rest  for  some  weeks,  until  the 
muscles  connected  with  the  womb  have  regained  something 
of  their  natural  elasticity.     If  the  mother  be  forced  to 
leave  her  bed  too  early,  if    she   be    compelled   to    exert 
herself  in  housekeeping  cares,  to  stand  over  the  wash-tub, 
to  bend   over   the    fire,   what   happens  ?     The  womb,  so 
long  distended,  has  no  chance  of  healthy  contraction  ;  the 
muscles  which  support  it  in  its  proper  position  have  not 
recovered    from    the    long    strain ;    the    womb    itself    is 
heavy  with  the  blood  flowing  from  the  vessels   yet   un- 
closed, and  it  naturally  falls  and  "produces  infirmitr  foi 
life  ".     Too  frequent  pregnancy  is  another  cause  of  pro- 
lapsus uteri,  and    of    many  other  diseases  of    the  womb. 
"  We   frequently  find  that  the  uterus  becomes  diseased 
from  the  fact  that  the  pregnancies  rapidly  succeed  each 
other,   the   uterus   not   having  recovered  its  natural  size 
when  it  becomes  again  occupied  by  an  ovum  "  (Dr.  Graily 
Hewett).     The  womb  is  too  constantly  put  on  the  stretch, 
and  is  not  allowed  sufficient  rest  to  recover  its  original 
vigor  and  elasticity.     It  takes  about  two  months  for  the 
womb  to  thoroughly  reconstruct  itself  after  the  delivery  of 
a  child ;  a  new  mucous  membrane  develops,  and  a  degen- 
eration and  reconstruction  of  the  muscles  takes  place,  tech- 
nically known  as  "the  involution  of  the  uterus  ".     During 
pregnancy,  the  uterine  muscles  "increase  very  consider- 
ably in  size.     Their  texture  becomes  much  more  distinctly 

granular,  and  their  outlines  more  strongly  marked 

The  entire  walls  of  the  uterus,  at  the  time  of  delivery,  are 
composed  of  such  muscular  fibres,  arranged  in  circular, 
oblique,  and  longitudinal  bundles.  About  the  end  of  the 
first  week  after  delivery,  these  fibres  begin  to  undergo  a 

fatty  degeneration The  muscular  fibres  which  have 

become  altered  by  the  fatty  deposit,  are  afterwards  gradu- 
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ally  absorbed  and  disappear,  their  place  being  subse- 
quently taken  by  other  fibres  of  new  formation,  which 
already  begin  to  make  their  appearance  before  the  old  ones 
have  been  completely  destroyed.  As  this  process  goes  on, 
it  results  finally  in  a  complete  renovation  of  the  muscular 
substance  of  the  uterus.  The  organ  becomes  again  reduced 
in  size,  compact  in  tissue,  and  of  a  pale  ruddy  hue,  as  in 
the  ordinary  unimpregnated  condition.  This  entire  re- 
newal or  reconstruction  of  the  uterus  is  completed,  accord- 
ing to  Heschl,  about  the  end  of  the  second  month  after 
delivery "  (Dr.  Dalton).  No  words  can  add  strength  to 
this  statement,  proving  the  absolute  right  of  women  to 
complete  repose  from  sexual  disturbance  during  this  slow 
recovery  of  the  normal  condition  of  the  womb.  Many  a 
woman  in  fairly  comfortable  circumstances  suffers  from 
lack  of  knowledge  of  physical  laws,  and  from  the  reckless 
English  disregard  of  all  conjugal  prudence.  Short  of  abso- 
lute displacement  of  the  womb,  and  of  grave  uterine 
diseases,  various  disorders  result  from  weakness  of  the 
over-taxed  generative  organs.  Leucorrhea  is  one  of  the 
commonest  of  these,  producing  general  debility,  pain  in 
the  back,  indigestion,  etc.  It  is  not  right,  it  is  not  moral, 
that  mothers  of  families  should  thus  ruin  their  health, 
causing  suffering  to  themselves  and  misery  to  those  around 
them ;  it  is  only  a  perverted  moral  sense  which  leads  men 
and  women  to  shut  their  eyes  to  these  sad  consequences  of 
over-large  families,  and  causes  them  thus  to  disregard  the 
plainest  laws  of  health.  Sexual  intemperance,  the  over- 
procreation  of  children,  is  as  immoral  as  intemperance  in 
drink. 

Among  the  melancholy  consequences  of  over-population 
we  must  not  omit  the  foolish  and  sometimes  criminal 
attempts  made  by  ignorant  people  to  limit  the  family ;  the 
foolish  attempt  is  the  prevalent  habit  of  over-lactation, 
arising  from  the  mistaken  idea  that  conception  is  impos- 
sible during  the  nursing  of  a  child ;  the  criminal  attempt 
is  the  procuring  of  abortion  by  means  of  drugs  or  by  the 
use  of  instruments.  These  will  be  more  fully  dealt  with  in 
Chapter  III.,  and  are  only  alluded  to  here  as  among  the 
consequences  of  the  pressure  of  over-population.  Too 
often,  indeed,  do  these  come  under  the  head  of  the  posi- 
tive, the  life-destroying,  checks. 

To  turn  to  a  different  and  more  immediately  life-destroy- 
ing class  of  checks,  that  of  war  cannot,  of  course,  be  left 
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out  of  this  melancholy  picture.  Great  famines  are  positive 
checks  on  a  still  more  frightful  scale.  Lord  Derby  says 
as  to  India:  "If  present  appearances  can  be  trusted,  we 
shall  have  in  every  generation  a  larger  aggregate  of 
human  beings  relying  upon  us  for  help  in  those  periods 
of  distress  which  must  from  time  to  time  occur  in  a  country 
wholly  agricultural  and  liable  to  droughts".  But  what  a 
confession  of  helplessness!  Is  it  possible  to  sit  down 
with  folded  hands  and  calmly  contemplate  the  recurrence 
at  regular  intervals  of  such  a  famine  as  lately  slew  its  tens 
of  thousands?  Yet  the  law  of  population  is  "an  irre- 
fragable truth ",  and  these  people  are  starved  to  death 
according  to  natural  law ;  early  marriages,  large  families, 
these  are  the  premises ;  famine  and  disease,  these  are  the 
conclusions.  The  same  consequences  will,  sooner  or  later, 
— sooner  in  an  agricultural  country,  dependent  on  its 
crops,  later  in  a  manufacturing  country,  commanding  large 
foreign  supplies,  but  always  inexorably — produce  the  same 
fearful  results. 

One  more  melancholy  positive  check  must  be  added,  the 
last  to  which  we  shall  here  refer.  It  is  absolute  child- 
murder  by  desertion  or  by  more  violent  means :  Dr. 
Lankester  said  that  "there  were  in  London  alone  16,000 
women  who  had  murdered  their  offspring".  Dr.  Attwood 
lately  stated  of  Macclesfield  that  the  doctors  in  that  town 
often  had  moral,  though  not  legal,  proof  that  children 
were  "put  away",  and  that  Macclesfield  was  "no  worse 
than  any  other  manufacturing  town". 

Such  are  some  of  the  consequences  of  the  law  of  popu- 
lation :  the  power  of  production  is  held  in  check  by  the 
continual  destruction,  the  number  of  births  is  balanced  by 
the  number  of  deaths.  Population  struggles  to  increase, 
but  the  want  of  the  means  of  existence  beats  it  back,  and 
men,  women,  and  children  perish  in  the  terrible  struggle. 
The  more  civilisation  advances  the  more  hopeless  becomes 
the  outlook.  The  checks  imposed  by  "  nature  and  provi- 
dence ",  in  which  Sir  Hardinge  Giffard  trusts  for  the  pre- 
vention of  over-population,  are  being  removed,  one  by  one, 
by  science  and  by  civilisation.  War  will  be  replaced  by 
arbitration,  and  those  who  would  have  fallen  victims  to  it 
will  become  fathers  of  families ;  sanitary  knowledge  will 
bring  sanitary  improvement,  and  typhus  fever  and  small- 
pox will  disappear  as  the  plague  and  black  death  have 
done;  children  will  not  die  in  their  infancy,  and  the 
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average  length  of  human  life  will  increase.  The  life- 
destroying  checks  of  "  nature  and  providence  "  will  be  met 
with  the  life-preserving  attempts  of  science  and  of  reason, 
and  population  will  increase  more  and  more  rapidly. 
What  will  be  the  result  ?  Simply  this :  India  to-day  is  a 
microcosm  of  the  world  of  the  future,  and  the  statesman 
of  that  time  will  re-echo  the  words  of  the  present  Foreign 
Secretary  with  a  wider  application.  Ought  we  then  to 
encourage  positive  checks  so  as  to  avert  this  final  catas- 
trophe ?  Ought  we  to  stir  up  war  ?  Ought  we  to  prevent 
sanitary  improvements  ?  Ought  we  to  leave  the  sickly  to 
die  ?  Ought  we  to  permit  infants  to  perish  unaided  ? 
Ought  we  to  refuse  help  to  the  starving?  These  checks 
may  be  "  natural",  but  they  are  not  human;  they  may  be 
"providential",  but  they  are  not  rational.  Has  science  no 
help  for  us  in  our  extremity  ?  has  reason  no  solution  to 
this  problem  ?  has  thought  no  message  of  salvation  to  the 
poor? 


CHAPTEE    III. 

ITS   BEABING  UPON   HUMAN   CONDUCT  AND   MOEALS. 

To  the  question  that  closes  the  last  chapter  there  is  an 
answer ;  all  thinkers  have  seen  that  since  population  in- 
creases more  rapidly  than  the  means  of  subsistence,  the 
human  brain  should  be  called  in  to  devise  a  restriction  of 
the  population,  and  so  relieve  man  from  the  pressure  of  the 
struggle  for  existence.  The  lower  animals  are  helpless, 
and  must  needs  suffer,  and  strive,  and  die,  but  man,  whose 
brain  raises  him  above  the  rest  of  animated  existence,  man 
rational,  thoughtful,  civilised,  he  is  not  condemned  to  share 
in  the  brute  struggle,  and  to  permit  lower  nature  to  destroy 
his  happiness  and  his  ever-growing  rapidity  of  progress. 
In  dealing  with  the  law  of  population,  as  with  every  other 
natural  law  which  presses  on  him  unpleasantly,  civilised 
man  seeks  so  to  alter  the  conditions  which  surround  him  as 
to  produce  a  happier  result.  Thinkers  have,  therefore, 
studied  the  law  and  its  consequences,  and  have  suggested 
various  views  of  its  bearing  on  human  conduct  and  morals. 
It  was  acknowledged  that  the  only  way  of  escape  from 
pauperism  and  from  the  misery  occasioned  by  positive 
checks,  was  in  the  limitation  of  the  population  within  the 
available  means  of  subsistence,  and  the  problem  to  be 
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solved  was — How  shall  this  be  done  ?  Malthus  proposed 
that  preventive,  or  birth-restricting,  should  be  substituted 
for  positive,  or  life-destroying,  checks,  and  that  "  moral 
restraint"  should  supersede  "misery  and  vice  ".  He  lays 
it  down  as  a  principle  of  duty,  that  no  one  "is  to  bring 
beings  into  the  world  for  whom  he  cannot  find  the  means 
of  support ".  This  obligation,  he  says,  is  a  "  duty  intel- 
ligible to  the  humblest  capacity  ".  But  the  duty  being 
admitted  on  all  sides,  the  crucial  point  is — How  is  this  duty 
to  be  fulfilled  ?  Malthus  answers : — By  delay  of  marriage. 
We  are  bound  "  not  to  marry  till  we  have  a  fair  prospect 
of  being  able  to  support  our  children  "  ;  in  a  right  state  of 
society  "no  man,  whose  earnings  were  only  sufficient  to 
maintain  two  children,  would  put  himself  in  a  situation  in 
which  he  might  have  to  maintain  four  or  five  " ;  a  man 
should  "defer  marrying,  till,  by  industry  and  economy, 
he  is  in  a  capacity  to  support  the  children  that  he  may 
reasonably  expect  from  his  marriage".  Thus  marriage — 
if  ever  possible  to  the  poor — would  be  delayed  until  the 
middle  of  life,  and  the  birth-rate  would  be  decreased  by  a 
general  abstention  from  marriage  until  a  comparatively 
late  age. 

This  preventive  check  would  doubtless  be  an  effectual 
one,  but  it  is  open  to  grave  and  fatal  objections,  and  would 
only  replace  one  set  of  evils  by  another.  If  late  marriage 
were  generally  practised  the  most  melancholy  results  would 
follow.  The  more  marriage  is  delayed,  the  more  prostitu- 
tion spreads.  It  is  necessary  to  gravely  remind  all  advo- 
cates of  late  marriage  that  men  do  not  and  will  not  live 
single ;  and  all  women,  and  all  men  who  honor  women, 
should  protest  against  a  teaching  which  would  inevitably 
make  permanent  that  terrible  social  evil  which  is  the  curse 
of  civilisation,  and  which  condemns  numbers  of  unhappy 
creatures  to  a  disgraceful  and  revolting  calling.  Prostitu- 
tion is  an  evil  which  we  should  strive  to  eradicate,  not  to 
perpetuate,  and  late  marriage,  generally  adopted,  would 
most  certainly  perpetuate  it.  The  state  of  the  streets 
of  our  large  towns  at  nightfall  is  the  result  of  deferred 
marriage,  and  marriage  is  deferred  owing  to  the  ever- 
increasing  difficulty  of  maintaining  a  large  family  in 
anything  like  comfort. 

Mr.  Montagu  Cookson,  writing  in  the  Fortnightly  Review, 
says  :  "If,  indeed,  we  could  all  become  perfect  beings,  the 
rule  of  life  deduced  by  Malthus  from  the  unalterable  law 
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of  population  would  be  "both  practicable  and  safe ;  as  it  is, 
it  has  a  direct  tendency  to  promote  the  cardinal  vice  of 
cities — that  of  unchastity.  The  number  of  women  in 
England  who  ply  the  loathsome  trade  of  prostitution  is 
already  large  enough  to  people  a  county,  and,  as  our  great 
thoroughfares  show  at  nightfall,  is  certainly  not  diminish- 
ing. Their  chief  supporters  justify  themselves  by  the  very 
plea  which  Malthus  uses  to  enforce  the  duty  of  continence, 
namely,  that  they  are  not  well  enough  off  to  maintain  a 
wife  and  family.  If  they  could  be  sure  that  they  could 
limit  the  number  of  their  children,  so  as  to  make  it  com- 
mensurate with  their  income,  not  only  would  the  plea  be 
generally  groundless,  but  I  believe  it  would  not  be  urged, 
and  the  so-called  social  evil  would  be  stormed  in  its 
strongest  fortress." 

The  evils  resulting  from  late  marriage  to  those  who 
remain  really  celibate,  must  not  be  overlooked  in  weighing 
this  recommendation  of  it  as  a  cure  for  the  evils  of  over- 
population. Celibacy  is  not  natural  to  men  or  to  women  : 
all  bodily  needs  require  their  legitimate  satisfaction,  and 
celibacy  is  a  disregard  of  natural  law.  The  asceticism 
which  despises  the  body  is  a  contempt  of  nature,  and  a 
revolt  against  her ;  the  morality  which  upholds  virginity 
as  the  type  of  womanly  perfection  is  unnatural ;  to  be  in 
harmony  with  nature,  men  and  women  should  be  husbands 
and  wives,  fathers  and  mothers,  and  until  nature  evolves  a 
neuter  sex  celibacy  will  ever  be  a  mark  of  imperfection. 
Very  clearly  has  nature  marked  celibacy  with  disapproval ; 
the  average  life  of  the  unmarried  is  shorter  than  the  aver- 
age life  of  the  married ;  the  unmarried  have  a  less  vigorous 
physique,  are  more  withered,  more  rapidly  aged,  more 
peevish,  more  fanciful ;  "the  disordered  emotions  of  per- 
sons of  both  sexes  who  pass  lives  of  voluntary  or  enforced 
celibacy",  says  Dr.  Drysdale  in  his  essay  on  Prostitution, 
"  is  a  fact  of  every-day  observation.  Their  bad  temper, 
fretfulness  and  excitability  are  proverbial."  We  quote 
from  the  same  tractate  the  following  opinions:  "  M.  Vil- 
lamay,  in  his  '  Dictionnaire  des  Sciences  Medicales ',  says : 
'  It  is  assuredly  true  that  absolute  and  involuntary  absti- 
nence is  the  most  common  cause  of  hysteria'.  Again,  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  reported  in 
the  Lancet  of  February  14th,  1859,  Mr.  Holmes  Coote  is 
reported  to  have  said  :  '  No  doubt  incontinence  was  a  great 
sin ;  but  the  evils  connected  with  continence  were  produc- 
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tive  of  far  greater  misery  to  society.  Any  person  could 
bear  witness  to  this,  who  had  had  experience  in  the 
wards  of  lunatic  asylums.'  Again,  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie, 
at  the  Birmingham  Social  Science  Meeting,  is  reported  to 
have  said,  in  a  discussion  on  prostitution,  that  '  the  evils- 
of  celibacy  were  so  great  that  he  would  not  mention  them ; 
but  that  they  quite  equalled  those  of  prostitution  '."  M. 
Block  informs  us  that  in  France,  out  of  100  male  lunatics^ 
65.72  are  celibate,  5.61  are  widowers,  and  only  28.67  are 
married  ;  of  100  female  lunatics,  58.16  are  celibate  ;  12.48 
are  widows,  and  29.36  are  married.  M.  Bertillon,  dealing 
with  France,  Holland,  and  Belgium,  states  that  men  who 
live  celibate  lives  after  twenty  have,  on  an  average,  six 
years  less  of  life  than  those  who  marry.  The  same  fact 
holds  good  as  regards  married  and  unmarried  women.  A 
long  train  of  formidable  diseases  results  from  celibacy — 
such  as  spermatorrhoea  in  the  male,  chlorosis  and  hysteria 
in  the  female — and  no  one  who  desires  society  to  be  happy 
and  healthy  should  recommend  late  marriage  as  a  cure  for 
the  social  evils  around  us.  Early  marriage  is  best,  both 
physically  and  morally ;  it  guards  purity,  softens  the  affec- 
tions, trains  the  heart,  and  preserves  physical  health;  it 
teaches  thought  for  others,  gentleness  and  self-control ;  it 
makes  men  gentler  and  women  braver  from  the  contact  of 
their  differing  natures.  The  children  that  spring  from 
such  marriages — where  not  following  each  other  too  rapidly 
— are  more  vigorous  and  healthy  than  those  born  of  middle- 
aged  parents,  and  in  the  ordinary  course  of  nature  the 
parents  of  such  children  live  long  enough  to  see  them 
make  their  start  in  life,  to  aid,  strengthen,  and  counsel 
them  at  the  beginning  of  their  career. 

Fortunately,  late  marriage  will  never  be  generally  prac- 
tised in  any  community  ;  the  majority  of  men  and  women 
will  never  consent  to  remain  single  during  the  brightness 
of  youth,  when  passion  is  strongest  and  feelings  most 
powerful,  and  to  marry  only  when  life  is  half  over  and  it» 
bloom  and  its  beauty  have  faded  into  middle-age.  But  it 
is  important  that  late  marriage  should  not  even  be  re- 
garded as  desirable,  for  if  it  became  an  accepted  doctrine 
among  the  thoughtful  that  late  marriage  was  the  only 
escape  from  over-population,  a  serious  difficulty  would 
arise  ;  the  best  of  the  people,  the  most  careful,  the  most 
provident,  the  most  intelligent,  would  remain  celibate  and 
barren,  while  the  careless,  thoughtless,  thriftless  ones 
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would  marry  and  produce  large  families.  This  evil  is  found 
to  prevail  to  some  extent  even  now  ;  the  more  thoughtful, 
seeing  the  misery  resulting  from  large  families  on  low 
wage,  often  abstain  from  marriage,  and  have  to  pay  heavy 
poor-rates  for  the  support  of  the  thoughtless  and  their 
families.  The  preventive  check  proposed  by  Malthus  must 
therefore  be  rejected,  and  a  wiser  solution  of  the  problem 
must  be  sought. 

Later  thinkers,  recognising  at  once  the  evils  of  over- 
population and  the  evils  of  late  marriage,  have  striven  to 
find  a  path  which  shall  avoid  both  Scylla  and  Charybdis, 
and  have  advocated  early  marriages  and  small  families. 
John  Stuart  Mill  has  been  one  of  the  most  earnest  of  these 
true  friends  of  the  people  ;  in  his  "  Political  Economy  "  he 
writes:   "In  a  very  backward  state  of  society,  like  that  of 
Europe  in  the  Middle  Ages,  and  many  parts  of  Asia  at 
present,  population  is  kept  down  by  actual  starvation.  .  .  . 
In  a  more  improved  state,  few,  even  among  the  poorest  of 
the  people,  are  limited  to  actual  necessaries,  and  to  a  bare 
sufficiency  of  those  ;  and  the  increase  is  kept  within  bounds, 
not  by  excess  of  deaths,  but  by  limitation  of  births.     The 
limitation  is  brought  about  in  various  ways.      In   some 
countries,  it  is  the  result  of  prudent  or  conscientious  self- 
restraint.     There    is   a    condition   to    which  the  laboring 
people  are  habituated ;  they  perceive  that  by  having  too 
numerous  families  they  must  sink  below  that  condition,  or 
fail  to  transmit  it  to  their  children  ;  and  this  they  do  not 
choose  to  submit  to.     The  countries  in  which,  so  far  as  is 
known,  a    great  degree  of  voluntary  prudence  has  been 
longest  practised  on  this  subject  are  Norway  and  parts  of 
Switzerland.  ...  In  both  these  countries  the  increase  of 
population  is  very  slow  ;  and  what  checks  it  is  not  multitude 
of  deaths,  but  fewness  of  births.     Both  the  births  and  the 
deaths  are  remarkably  few  in  proportion  to  the  population ; 
the  average  duration  of  life  is  the  longest  in  Europe  ;  the 
population  contains  fewer  children,  and  a  greater  propor- 
tional number  of  persons  in  the  vigor  of  life  than  is  known 
to  be  the  ca3e  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  The  paucity 
of  births  tends  directly  to   prolong  life  by  keeping  the 
people  in  comfortable  circumstances."     Clearly  and  point- 
edly Mill  teaches  "  conjugal  prudence  "  ;  he  quotes  with 
approval  the  words  of    Sismondi,  who  was  "  among  the 
most  benevolent  of  his  time,  and  the  happiness  of  whose 
married  life  has  been  celebrated";  "When  dangerous 
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prejudices  have  not  become  accredited,  when  a  morality 
contrary  to  our  true  duties  towards  others,  and  especially 
towards  those  to  whom  we  have  given  life,  is  not  inculcated 
in  the  name  of  the  most  sacred  authority,  no  prudent  man 
contracts  matrimony  before  he  is  in  a  condition  which  gives 
him  an  assured  means  of  living,  and  no  married  man  has  a 
greater  number  of  children  than  he  can  properly  bring 
up  ".  Many  other  eminent  men  and  women  have  spoken 
in  the  same  sense ;  Profesor  Leone  Levi  advocates 
"  prudence  as  regards  the  increase  of  our  families  ".  Mrs. 
Fa wcett  writes  :  "Those  who  deal  with  this  question  of 
pauperism  should  remember  that  it  is  not  to  be  remedied 
by  cheap  food,  by  reductions  of  taxation,  or  by  economical 
administration  in  the  departments,  or  by  new  forms  of 
government.  Nothing  will  permanently  affect  pauperism 
while  the  present  reckless  increase  of  population  con- 
tinues." Mr.  Montagu  Cookson  says  that  some  may  think 
"  prudential  restraint  after  marriage  wilder  than  anything 
Malthus  ever  dreamt  ",  but  urged  that  "  the  numbers  of 
children  born  after  marriage  should  be  limited  ",  and  that 
"  such  limitation  is  as  much  the  duty  of  married  persons 
as  the  observance  of  chastity  is  the  duty  of  those  that  are 
unmarried". 

It  remains,  then,  to  ask  how  is  this  duty  to  be  per- 
formed ?  It  is  clearly  useless  to  preach  the  limitation  of 
the  family  and  to  conceal  the  means  whereby  such  limita- 
tion may  be  effected.  If  the  limitation  be  a  duty,  it  can- 
not be  wrong  to  afford  such  information  as  shall  enable 
people  to  discharge  it. 

There  are  various  prudential  checks  which  have  been 
suggested,  but  further  investigation  of  this  intricate  subject 
is  sorely  needed,  and  it  is  much  to  be  wished  that  more 
medical  men  would  devote  themselves  to  the  study  of  this 
important  branch  of  physiology.  The  main  difficulty  in 
the  way  is  the  absurd  notion  that  prudential  checks  are 
obscene,  and  very  few  doctors  have  the  courage  to  face 
the  odium  that  would  arise  from  a  frank  treatment  of  the 
subject.  Some  medical  men  do,  at  the  present  time,  re- 
commend the  use  of  checks  to  their  female  patients,  but 
even  these  would  hesitate  ere  they  openly  dealt  with  the 
subject.  The  consequence  of  this  unfortunate  state  of 
things  is  that  much  doubt  hangs  over  the  efficacy  of 
the  checks  proposed,  and  all  that  can  be  done  is  to 
atate  what  these  checks  are,  adding  a  word  of  recom- 
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mendation  on  those  which  have  proved  most  successful  in 
practice. 

The  complete  ignorance  of  their  own  bodies,  which  is 
supposed  to  be  a  necessary  part  of  "  female  modesty ", 
makes  necessary  a  preliminary  word  on  the  mechanism  of 
the  womb  and  the  process  of  fertilisation.  The  passage 
leading  from  the  exterior  of  the  body  to  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  varies  from  four  to  five  inches.  At  its  upper  end, 
projecting  into  it,  is  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  which  is 
normally  closed  by  two  thick  lips  ;  so  that  the  womb  may 
be  regarded  as  a  bag  with  its  mouth  kept  shut  by  an 
india-rubber  ring.  Now,  fertilisation  depends  on  the 
active  element,  the  spermatozoa,  from  the  male  reaching 
the  ova  (eggs)  of  the  female,  and  this  can  only  occur  by 
the  spermatozoa  making  their  way  through  the  mouth  of 
the  womb  into  its  interior  cavity.  This  mouth  opens 
slightly  from  time  to  time  during  sexual  excitement,  and 
thus  makes  it  possible  for  the  spermatozoa  to  work  their 
way  in.  If  then  the  mouth  of  the  womb  can  be  kept  closed, 
or  in  any  way  guarded,  no  fertilisation  can  take  place. 
Further,  nothing  which  is  used  for  this  purpose  can  pass 
into  the  womb,  the  mouth  being  closed,  except  as  above 
stated,  and  the  opening  under  excitement  being  very 
slight. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  most  reliable  checks  are 
those  which  close  the  passage  into  the  womb.  Of  these 
there  are  three  useful  kinds ;  the  soluble  pessary,  the 
india-rubber  pessary,  and  the  sponge.  The  first  can  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  Rendell  at  the  address  given  on  the 
advertisement  on  p.  47  ;  the  second  from  Mr.  Eendell  or 
from  Messrs.  Lambert  and  Son  (see  advertisement  on  p  48 ; 
the  third  from  any  chemist.  A  piece  of  very  fine  sponge, 
about  the  size  of  a  large  walnut  when  fairly  dry,  should 
be  soaked  in  a  solution  of  alum,  or  a  solution  of  Dr. 
Palfrey's  powder  (see  p.  33) ;  a  piece  of  very  narrow  tape 
can  be  tied  round  the  sponge  to  facilitate  its  withdrawal ; 
this  sponge  should  be  slipped  up  the  passage  to  the  womb 
as  far  as  it  will  go,  and  it  need  not  be  removed  until  the 
following  morning.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  the  use  of 
any  one  of  these  three  checks ;  they  are,  I  believe, 
thoroughly  reliable  if  ordinary  care  is  used  to  place  them 
in  position ;  and  they  have  the  enormous  advantage  of 
being  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  woman  and  of  being 
absolutely  unobtrusive. 
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The  use  of  quinine  in  connexion  with,  the  last  two  of 
these  checks  is  recommended  by  many.  Quinine  kills  the 
spermatozoa,  and  it  is  the  active  agent  in  Mr.  Eendell's 
soluble  pessaries.  A  compound  of  quinine,  vaseline,  and 
cacao-nut  butter,  used  with  the  india-rubber  pessary  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  supplied  with  it,  gives,  if  possible, 
added  security  against  conception.  If  the  sponge  be  pre- 
ferred, there  is  no  better  solution  to  soak  it  in  than  one 
consisting  of  twenty  grains  of  quinine  to  a  pint  of  water. 
In  every  case,  it  is  wise  to  syringe  with  a  solution  of 
•quinine  (ten  grains  to  a  pint  of  water)  in  the  morning 
before  removing  the  pessary. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Allbutt,  M.E.O.P.  (Edin.),  in  "The  Wife's 
Handbook",  says:  "A  kind  of  artificial  sponge  or  vaginal 
Tampon,  containing  in  its  centre  a  friable  capsule  filled 
with  slightly  acidulated  quinine  solution,  would,  I  believe, 
make  a  very  good  and  cheap  preventive.  All  that  the 
woman  would  have  to  do  before  intercourse  would  be  to 
take  one  of  the  Tampons,  and  squeeze  it,  which  would 
break  the  capsule,  setting  free  the  solution,  which  would 
then  permeate  the  whole  sponge.  She  would  then  insert 
it  into  the  vagina  as  far  as  possible.  It  would  be  better 
to  have  a  string  attached,  so  as  to  be  able  to  withdraw  it 
easily."  These  Tampons  have  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  been 
yet  tried,  but  the  principle  of  their  action  is  the  same  as 
that  of  the  pessaries. 

The  preventive  check  advocated  by  Dr.  Knowlton  was 
the  use  of  the  ordinary  syringe  immediately  after  intercourse, 
&  solution  of  alum,  or  one  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  being  used 
instead  of  water.  This  check  is  said  to  have  frequently 
failed,  and  the  modification  of  it  proposed  by  the  late  Dr. 
Palfrey,  one  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  in  London, 
has  not  proved  uniformly  successful,  although  effective  in 
the  great  majority  of  cases.  Dr.  Palfrey  wrote  the  following 
note  for  a  previous  edition  of  this  work:  "I  must  point 
out  that  the  ordinary  Higginson's  syringe  fitted  with  the 
common  female  tube  is  perforated  at  the  extremity  of  the 
tube,  and  therefore  is  not  to  be  trusted.  The  tube  should 
be  perforated  with  holes  at  the  sides  only,  and  so  perforated 
as  absolutely  to  secure  a  stream  flowing  in  the  reverse 
(backward)  direction  only.  '  Higginson's  syphon  syringe 
with  reverse  current '  is  what  should  be  asked  for.  These 
syringes  may  be  obtained  of  all  respectable  chemists  or 
druggists,  and  their  price  is  from  3s.  6d.  to  5s.  each. 
Instead  of  a  solution  of  alum  or  of  sulphate  of  zinc  being 
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used,  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  text,  a  dessert 
spoonful  of  a  powder — composed  of  sulpho-carbolate  of 
zinc,  and  dried  sulphate  of  zinc,  of  each  1  ounce,  alum  4 
ounces — is  recommended.  Care  must  be  taken  that  these 
drugs  be  reduced  to  a  perfectly  fine  poivder.  The  better  plan 
is  to  dissolve  the  quantity  of  the  powder  just  named  in  a 
few  ounces  of  boiling  water  to  ensure  its  perfect  solution, 
to  pour  this  solution  when  cool  into  a  bottle,  and  keep  it 
ready  for  use,  adding  the  solution  to  a  pint  of  tepid,  or  in 
hot  weather  cold,  water  at  the  time  of  using  the  syringe, 
and  this  is  the  quantity  to  be  used  on  each  occasion.  As 
a  matter  of  caution  the  solution  must  be  kept  from  the 
reach  of  children  or  curious  persons,  and  it  is  wise  to  label 
the  bottle  in  which  the  solution  is  kept,  '  Poison '." 

Dr.  Palfrey  informed  me  that  in  his  own  practice  he 
continually  recommended  the  use  of  this  check  to  married 
women,  and  that  it  had  been  very  largely  and  very  success- 
fully adopted. 

The  solution  of  quinine  with  twenty  grains  to  a  pint  of 
water  may  be  used  with  the  syringe  instead  of  the  solution 
of  alum,  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  or  of  Dr.  Palfrey's  powder. 
But  there  is  much  uncertainty  attending  the  use  of  all 
these  injections.  If  the  spermatozoa  have  entered  the 
womb  before  the  injection  is  used,  conception  may  occur, 
and  though  many  women  have  found  this  check  satisfactory, 
there  are  also  many  failures  marked  against  it.  There  are 
also  many  obvious  disadvantages  attending  its  use. 

There  are  two  other  checks  which  are  very  widely  used, 
but  which  cannot  be  regarded  as  so  satisfactory  as  those 
which  depend  on  closing  the  entrance  to  the  womb.  In 
Prance  the  check  most  generally  used  is  that  of  with- 
drawal, but  many  doctors  regard  this  action  on  the  part 
of  the  man  as  injurious  to  the  nervous  system.  The  use 
of  a  sheath  by  the  man  is  also  common. 

Mr.  Montagu  Cookson,  in  the  essay  before  mentioned, 
says  that  the  family  may  be  limited  by  "obedience  to 
natural  laws  which  all  may  discover  and  verify  if  they  will ". 
The  "natural  laws"  to  which  Mr.  Cookson  refers,  would 
be,  we  imagine,  the  results  of  observation  on  the  compara- 
tive fertility  of  women  at  some  periods  over  others.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  menstrual  discharge,  or  the 
Catamenia,  recurs  in  normal  cases  at  monthly  intervals, 
during  the  whole  of  the  fertile  period  of  female  life ;  a 
woman  does  not  bear  children  before  menstruation  has 
commenced,  nor  after  it  has  ceased.  There  are  cases  on 
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record  where  women  have  borne  children  but  have  never 
menstruated,  but  these  are  rare  exceptions  to  the  general 
rule ;  menstruation  is  the  sign  of  capability  of  conception, 
as  its  cessation  is  the  sign  of  future  disability  to  conceive. 
Recent  investigators  have  collected  many  cases  in  which 
"  the  menstrual  period  was  evidently  connected  with  the 
maturation  and  discharge  of  ova"  (Carpenter).  "The 
essential  part  of  the  female  generative  system,"  says  Dr. 
Carpenter,  "  is  that  in  which  the  ova  (eggs)  are  pre- 
pared   In  the  higher  animals,  as  in  the  human 

female,  the  substance  of  the  ovarium  is  firm  and  com- 
pact  As  development  proceeds  the  cells  .... 

multiply,  and  single  cells  or  groups  of  cells,  round, 
ovoid,  or  tubular,  come  to  be  enclosed  in  the  tissue  of  the 
ovary  by  delicate  vascular  processes  which  shoot  forth 
from  the  stroma.  These  cells  constitute  the  primordial 
ova."  These  ova  gradually  mature,  and  are  then  dis- 
charged from  the  ovary  and  pass  into  the  uterus,  and  on 
the  fertilisation  of  one  of  them  conception  depends.  Dr. 
Kirke  writes :  "It  has  long  been  known  that  in  the 
so-called  oviparous  animals  the  separation  of  ova  from 
the  ovary  may  take  place  independently  of  impregnation 
by  the  male,  or  even  of  sexual  union.  And  it  is  now 
established  that  a  like  maturation  and  discharge  of  ova, 
independently  of  coition,  occurs  in  mammalia,  the  periods 
at  which  the  matured  ova  are  separated  from  the  ovaries 
and  received  into  the  Fallopian  tubes  being  indicated  in 
the  lower  mammalia  by  the  phsenomena  of  heat  or  rut ; 
in  the  human  female  by  the  phcenomena  of  menstruation. 
.  ...  It  may,  therefore,  be  concluded  that  the  two 
states,  heat  and  menstruation,  are  analogous,  and  that  the 
essential  accompaniment  of  both  is  the  maturation  and 
extrusion  of  ova."  Seeing,  then,  that  the  ova  are  dis- 
charged at  the  menstrual  period,  and  that  conception 
depends  on  the  fertilisation  of  the  ova  by  the  male,  it  is 
obvious  that  conception  will  most  readily  take  place  imme- 
diately before  or  after  menstruation.  "It  is  quite  certain 
that  there  is  a  greater  aptitude  for  conception  immediately 
before  and  after  that  epoch  than  there  is  at  any  interme- 
diate period  "  (Carpenter).  A  woman  "  is  more  apt  to 
conceive  soon  after  menstruation  than  at  any  other  time  " 
(Chavasse.)  So  much  is  this  fact  recognised  by  the 
medical  profession,  that  in  cases  of  sterility  a  husband  is 
often  recommended  only  to  visit  his  wife  immediately  after 
the  cessation  of  the  Catamenia.  Since  women  conceive 
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more  easily  at  this  period,  the  avoidance  of  sexual  inter- 
course during  the  few  days  before  and  after  menstruation 
has  been  recommended  as  a  preventive  check.  Dr.  Tyler 
Smith  writes  :  "In  the  middle  of  the  interval  between  the 
periods,  there  is  little  chance  of  impregnation  taking  place. 
The  same  kind  of  knowledge  is  of  use,  by  way  of  caution, 
to  women  who  menstruate  during  lactation,  in  whom  there 
is  a  great  aptitude  to  conceive  ;  pregnancy,  under  such 
circumstances,  would  be  injurious  to  the  health  of  the 
foetus,  the  child  at  the  breast,  and  the  mother  herself, 
and  therefore  should  be  avoided,  if  possible."  The  most 
serious  objection  to  reliance  on  this  check  is  that  it  is  not 
certain.  M.  Kaciborski  says  that  only  six  or  seven  per 
cent,  of  conceptions  take  place  during  this  interval,  but  the 
six  or  seven  exceptions  to  the  general  rule  prevent  recom- 
mendation of  the  check  as  thoroughly  reliable ;  we  can 
scarcely  say  more  than  that  women  are  far  less  likely  to 
conceive  midway  between  the  menstrual  periods  than 
either  immediately  before  or  after  them. 

There  is  a  preventive  check  attempted  by  many  poor 
women  which  is  most  detrimental  to  health,  and  should 
therefore  never  be  employed,  namely  the  too-long  persist- 
ence in  nursing  one  baby,  in  the  hope  of  thereby  prevent- 
ing the  conception  of  another.  Nursing  does  not  prevent 
conception.  A  child  should  not  be  nursed,  according  to  Dr. 
Chavasse,  for  longer  than  nine  months  ;  and  he  quotes  Dr. 
Farr,  as  follows:  "It  is  generally  recognised  that  the 
healthiest  children  are  those  weaned  at  nine  months  com- 
plete. Prolonged  nursing  hurts  both  child  and  mother  : 
in  the  child,  causing  a  tendency  to  brain  disease,  pro- 
bably through  disordered  digestion  and  nutrition ;  in 
the  mother,  causing  a  strong  tendency  to  deafness  and 
blindness."  Dr.  Chavasse  adds  :  "If  he  be  suckled  after 
he  be  twelve  months  old,  he  is  generally  pale,  flabby,  un- 
healthy, and  rickety  ;  and  the  mother  is  usually  nervous, 
emaciated,  and  hysterical  ....  A  child  nursed  beyond 
twelve  months  is  very  apt,  if  he  should  live,  to  be  knock- 
kneed,  and  bow-legged,  and  weak-ankled,  to  be  narrow- 
chested,  and  chicken-breasted."  If  pregnancy  occur,  and  the 
mother  be  nursing,  the  consequences  affect  alike  the  mother, 
the  babe,  and  the  unborn  child.  To  nurse  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, says  Dr.  Chavasse,  "is  highly  improper,  and  it 
not  only  injures  her  own  health,  and  may  bring  on  a  miscar- 
riage, but  it  is  also  prejudicial  to  her  babe,  and  may  produce 
a  delicacy  of  constitution  from  which  he  might  never  recover." 
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Another  class  of  checks  is  punishable  by  law,  i.e.,  the 
procuring  of  abortion.  Various  drugs  are  taken  by  women 
with  this  intent,  and  too  often  their  use  results  in  death,  or 
in  dangerous  sickness.  Dr.  Fleetwood  Churchill  gives 
various  methods  of  inducing  labor  prematurely,  and  argues, 
justly,  that  where  the  delivery  of  a  living  child  at  the  full 
term  is  impossible,  it  is  better  to  bring  on  labor  than  be 
compelled  to  perform  later  either  craniotomy  or  the 
Caesarian  section.  But  he  goes  further  :  "  There  are  cases 
where  the  distortion  [of  the  pelvis]  is  so  great  as  to  render 
the  passage  of  a  seven  months'  child  impossible,  and  others 
still  worse,  where  no  reduction  of  the  viable  child's  bulk  will 
enable  it  to  pass.  I  do  not  see  why  abortion  should  not 
be  induced  at  an  early  stage  in  such  cases."  And  Dr. 
Churchill  quotes  Mr.  Ingleby  as  saying:  "Premature 
labor  may  with  great  propriety  be  proposed  on  pregnancy 
recurring,  assuming  the  delivery  of  a  living  child  at  term 
to  have  already  proved  impracticable."  If  there  is  a 
chance  for  the  child's  life,  this  is  sound  advice,  but  if  the 
delivery  of  a  living  child  has  been  proved  to  be  impos- 
sible, surely  the  prevention  of  conception  is  far  better  than 
the  procuring  of  abortion.  The  destruction  of  the  foetus 
is  destruction  of  life,  and  it  is  immoral,  where  a  woman 
cannot  bear  a  living  child,  that  she  should  conceive  at  all. 


CHAPTEE    IY. 

OBJECTIONS    CONSIDERED. 

MANY  people,  perfectly  good-hearted,  but  somewhat 
narrow-minded,  object  strongly  to  the  idea  of  conjugal 
prudence,  and  regard  scientific  checks  to  population  as  "  a 
violation  of  nature's  laws,  and  a  frustration  of  nature's 
ends".  Such  people,  a  hundred  years  ago,  would  have 
applauded  the  priest  who  objected  to  lightning  conductors 
as  being  an  interference  with  the  bolts  of  Deity ;  they 
exist  in  every  age,  the  rejoicers  over  past  successes,  and 
the  timid  disapprovers  of  new  discoveries.  Let  us  analyse 
the  argument.  "A  violation  of  nature's  laws";  this 
objection  is  couched  in  somewhat  unscientific  phrase ; 
nature's  "laws"  are  but  the  observed  sequences  of  events; 
man  cannot  violate  them ;  he  may  disregard  them,  and 
suffer  in  consequence  ;  he  may  observe  them,  and  regulate 
his  conduct  so  as  to  be  in  harmony  with  them.  Man's 
prerogative  is  that  by  the  use  of  his  reason  he  is  able  to 
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study  nature  outside  himself,  and  by  observation  may  so 
control  nature  as  to  make  her  add  to  his  happiness  instead 
of  bringing  him  misery.  To  limit  the  family  is  no  more  a 
violation  of  nature's  laws  than  to  preserve  the  sick  by 
medical  skill ;  the  restriction  of  the  birth-rate  does  not 
violate  nature's  laws  more  than  does  the  restriction  of 
the  death-rate.  Science  strives  to  diminish  the  positive 
checks ;  science  should  also  discover  the  best  preventive 
checks.  "  The  frustration  of  nature's  ends."  Why  should 
we  worship  nature's  ends  ?  Nature  flings  lightning  at  our 
houses ;  we  frustrate  her  ends  by  the  lightning  conductor. 
Nature  divides  us  by  seas  and  by  rivers ;  we  frustrate  her 
ends  by  sailing  over  the  seas  and  by  bridging  the  rivers. 
Nature  sends  typhus  fever  and  ague  to  slay  us  ;  we  frus- 
trate her  ends  by  purifying  the  air  and  by  draining  the 
marshes.  Oh!  it  is  answered,  you  only  do  this  by  using 
other  natural  powers.  Yes,  we  answer,  and  we  only  teach 
conjugal  prudence  by  balancing  one  natural  force  against 
another.  Such  study  of  nature,  and  such  balancing  of 
natural  forces,  is  civilisation. 

It  is  next  objected  that  preventive  checks  are  "un- 
natural "  and  "  immoral  ".  "  Unnatural "  they  are  not ; 
for  the  human  brain  is  nature's  highest  product,  and  all 
improvements  on  irrational  nature  are  most  purely  natural ; 
preventive  checks  are  no  more  unnatural  than  every  other 
custom  of  civilisation.  Eaw  meat,  nakedness,  living  in 
caves,  these  are  the  irrational  natural  habits  ;  cooked  food, 
clothes,  houses,  these  are  the  rational  natural  customs. 
Production  of  offspring  recklessly,  carelessly,  lustfully, 
this  is  irrational  nature,  and  every  brute  can  here  outdo 
us ;  production  of  offspring  with  forethought,  earnestness, 
providence,  this  is  rational  nature,  where  man  stands 
alone.  But  "immoral".  What  is  morality?  It  is  the 
greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number.  It  is  immoral  to 
give  life  where  you  cannot  support  it.  It  is  immoral  to 
bring  children  into  the  world  when  you  cannot  clothe, 
feed,  and  educate  them.  It  is  immoral  to  crowd  new  life 
into  already  over-crowded  houses,  and  to  give  birth  to 
children  wholesale,  who  never  have  a  chance  of  healthy 
life.  Conjugal  prudence  is  most  highly  moral,  and  "those 
who  endeavor  to  vilify  and  degrade  these  means  in  the 
eyes  of  the  public,  and  who  speak  of  them  as  '  immoral ' 
and  '  disgusting ',  are  little  aware  of  the  moral  responsi- 
bility they  incur  thereby.  As  already  shown,  to  reject 
preventive  intercourse  is  in  reality  to  choose  the  other 
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three  true  population  checks — poverty,  prostitution,  and 
celibacy.  So  far  from  meriting  reprobation,  the  endeavor 
to  spread  the  knowledge  of  the  preventive  methods,  of  the 
great  law  of  nature  which  renders  them  necessary,  is  in 
my  opinion  the  very  greatest  service  which  can  at  present 
be  done  to  mankind  "  ("  Elements  of  Social  Science  "). 

But  the  knowledge  of  these  scientific  checks  would,  it  is 
argued,  make  vice  bolder,  and  would  increase  unchastity 
among  women  by  making  it  safe.  Suppose  that  this  were 
so,  it  might  save  some  broken  hearts  and  some  deserted 
children ;  men  ruin  women  and  go  scatheless,  and  then 
bitterly  object  that  their  victims  escape  something  of  public 
shame.  And  if  so,  are  all  to  suffer,  so  that  one  or  two  already 
corrupt  in  heart  may  be  preserved  from  becoming  corrupt 
in  act  ?  Are  mothers  to  die  slowly  that  impure  women  may 
be  held  back,  and  wives  to  be  sacrificed,  that  the  unchaste 
may  be  curbed  ?  As  well  say  that  no  knives  must  be  used 
because  throats  may  be  cut  with  them ;  no  matches  sold 
because  incendiarism  may  result  from  them;  no  pistols 
allowed  because  murders  may  be  committed  by  them. 
Blank  ignorance  has  some  advantages  in  the  way  of  safety, 
and  if  all  men's  eyes  were  put  out  none  would  ever  be 
tempted  to  seduce  a  woman  for  her  beauty.  Let  us  bring 
for  our  women  the  veil  to  cover  and  the  eunuch  to  guard, 
and  so  be  at  least  consistent  in  our  folly  and  our  distrust ! 
But  this  knowledge  would  not  increase  unchastity ;  the 
women  who  could  thus  use  it  would  be  solely  those  who 
only  lack  opportunity,  not  will,  to  go  astray ;  the  means 
suggested  all  imply  deliberation  and  forethought.  Are 
these  generally  the  handmaids  of  unchastity?  English 
women  are  not  yet  sunk  so  low  that  they  preserve  their 
loyalty  to  one  only  from  fear  of  the  possible  consequences 
of  disloyalty ;  their  purity,  their  pride,  their  honor,  their 
womanhood,  these  are  the  guardians  of  their  virtue,  and 
never  from  English  women's  heart  will  fade  the  maiden 
and  matronly  dignity  which  makes  them  shield  their  love 
from  all  taint  of  impurity,  and  bid  them  only  surrender 
themselves  where  the  surrender  of  heart  and  of  pledged 
faith  have  led  the  way.  Shame  on  those  who  slander 
England's  wives  and  maidens  with  the  foul  thoughts  that 
can  only  spring  from  the  mind  and  the  lips  of  the  profligate ! 

Another  class  of  objectors  appears — those  who  argue 
that  there  is  no  need  to  limit  the  population,  at  any  rate 
for  a  long  while  to  come.  Some  of  these  say  that  there  is 
food  enough  in  the  world  for  all,  and  point  out  that  the 
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valley  of  the  Mississippi  would  grow  corn  enough  to  feed 
the  present  population  of  the  globe.  They  forget  that  the 
available  means  of  subsistence  are  those  with  which  we 
have  to  deal.  Corn  in  Nebraska  and  starving  mouths  in 
Lancashire  are  not  much  use  to  each  other.  When  the 
cost  of  carriage  exceeds  the  money-power  of  the  would-be 
buyer,  the  corn-fields  might  be  in  the  moon  for  all  the 
good  they  are  to  him.  If  means  can  be  discovered  of 
bringing  corn  and  mouths  together,  well  and  good;  but 
until  they  are  discovered,  undue  production  of  mouths  here 
is  unwise,  because  their  owners  will  starve  while  the  corn- 
is  still  on  the  other  side  of  the  sea. 

But  if  the  corn  can't  be  brought  to  the  mouths,  may 
not  the  mouths  go  to  the  corn  ?  Why  not  emigrate  ? 
Because  emigration  is  impracticable  to  the  extent  needed 
for  the  relief  of  the  labor  market.  Emigration  caused  by 
starvation  pressure  is  not  a  healthy  outlet  for  labor.  If  it 
is  Government  aided,  helpless,  thriftless  folk  flock  to  it  for 
a  while,  and  starve  on  the  other  side.  If  land  is  given, 
capital  is  wanted  by  the  emigrant,  for  before  he  can  eat 
his  own  bread  he  must  clear  his  land  of  timber,  plough  or 
dig  it,  sow  his  corn,  and  wait  for  his  harvest.  If  he  goes 
out  poor  on  what  is  he  to  live  during  the  first  year  ?  Men 
with  £300  or  £400  of  capital  may  find  more  profitable 
investment  for  it  in  the  West  in  America,  or  in  our  colonies, 
than  at  home ;  but  their  outgoing  will  not  much  relieve 
the  labor  market.  Emigration  for  penniless  agricultural 
laborers  and  for  artisans  means  only  starvation  abroad 
instead  of  at  home.  And  it  is  starvation  under  worse  con- 
ditions than  they  had  left  in  the  mother-country.  They 
have  to  face  vicissitudes  of  climate  for  which  they  are 
utterly  unprepared,  extremes  of  heat  and  of  cold  which 
try  even  vigorous  constitutions,  and  simply  kill  off  under- 
fed, half -clothed,  and  ill-housed  new  comers.  Nor  is  work 
always  to  be  had  in  the  New  World.  No  better  proof  of 
the  foolishness  of  emigration  to  the  United  States  can  be 
given  than  the  fact  that  at  the  present  time  contractors  in 
England  are  in  treaty  with  American  workmen  with  the 
object  of  bringing  them  over  here.  Unskilled  labor  does 
not  improve  its  chances  by  going  abroad.  Nor  is  skilled 
labor  in  a  better  position,  for  here  the  German  emigrant 
undersells  the  British;  he  can  live  harder  and  cheaper, 
and  has  had  a  better  technical  education  than  has  fallen  to- 
the  lot  of  his  British  rival.  One  great  evil  connected  with 
emigration  is  the  disproportion  it  causes  between  men  and 
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•women,  both  in  the  old  country  and  in  the  new,  those  who 
emigrate  being  chiefly  males.  Nor  must  it  be  forgotten 
that  when  England  colonised  most,  her  population  was  far 
smaller  than  it  is  at  the  present  time.  Physical  vigor  is 
necessary  for  successful  colonising,  and  the  physical  vigor 
of  our  laboring  poor  deteriorates  under  their  present  con- 
ditions. As  the  Canadian  roughly  said  at  the  meeting  of 
the  British  Association  at  Plymouth  :  "  The  colonies  don't 
want  the  children  of  your  rickety  paupers".  Colonisation 
needs  the  pick  of  a  nation,  if  it  is  to  succeed,  not  the  poor 
who  are  driven  from  home  in  search  of  the  necessaries  of 
life.  John  Stuart  Mill  points  out  how  inadequate  emi- 
gration is  as  a  continued  relief  to  population,  useful  as  it  is 
as  a  sudden  effort  to  lighten  pressure.  He  remarks  that 
the  great  distance  of  the  fields  of  emigration  prevents  them 
from  being  a  sufficient  outlet  for  surplus  laborers ;  "  it  still 
remains  to  be  shown  by  experience,"  he  says,  "whether  a 
permanent  stream  of  emigration  can  be  kept  up  sufficient 
to  take  off,  as  in  America,  all  that  portion  of  the  annual 
increase  (when  proceeding  at  its  greatest  rapidity)  which, 
being  in  excess  of  the  progress  made  during  the  same 
short  period  in  the  arts  of  life,  tends  to  render  living  more 
difficult  for  every  averagely  situated  individual  in  the  com- 
munity. And  unless  this  can  be  done,  emigration  cannot, 
even  in  an  economical  point  of  view,  dispense  with  the 
necessity  of  checks  to  population."  1,173  infants  are  born 
in  the  United  Kingdom  every  day,  and  to  equalise  matters 
about  1,000  emigrants  should  leave  our  shores  daily. 
Careful  calculations  are  sometimes  entered  into  by  anti- 
Malthusians  as  to  the  acreage  of  Great  Britain  as  compared 
with  its  population,  and  it  is  said  that  the  land  would  sup- 
port many  more  than  the  present  number  of  inhabitants  ; 
quite  so ;  there  is  a  very  large  quantity  of  land  used  for 
deer,  game,  and  pleasure,  that,  if  put  under  cultivation, 
would  enormously  increase  the  food-supply.  But  to  know 
this  does  not  remedy  the  pressing  evils  of  over-population  ; 
what  service  is  it  to  the  family  crowded  into  a  St.  Giles' 
cellar  to  tell  them  that  there  are  large  uninhabited  tracts 
of  land  in  Perthshire  ?  In  the  first  place  they  can't  get  to 
them,  and  if  they  could,  they  would  be  taken  up  for  tres- 
passing. Such  information  is  but  mockery.  Land  reform 
is  soreJy  needed,  but,  to  meet  the  immediate  needs  of  the 
present,  land  revolution  would  be  necessary ;  it  is  surely 
wiser  to  lessen  the  population-pressure,  and  to  work  steadily 
at  the  same  time  towards  Reform  of  the  Land  Laws,  in- 
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stead  of  allowing  the  population-pressure  to  increase,  until 
the  starving  multitudes  precipitate  us  into  a  revolution. 

An  extraordinary  confusion  exists  in  some  minds  between 
preventive  checks  and  infanticide.  People  speak  as  though 
prevention  were  the  same  as  destruction.  But  no  life  is 
destroyed  by  the  prevention  of  conception,  any  more  than 
by  abstention  from  marriage  ;  if  it  is  infanticide  for  every 
man  and  woman  not  to  produce  as  many  children  as  pos- 
sible during  the  fertile  period  of  life,  if  every  person  in  a 
state  of  celibacy  commits  infanticide  because  of  the  poten- 
tial life  he  prevents,  then,  of  course,  the  prevention  of  con- 
ception by  married  persons  is  also  infanticide ;  the  two 
things  are  on  exactly  the  same  level.  Before  conception 
no  life  exists  to  be  destroyed ;  the  seminal  fluid  is  simply 
a  secretion  of  the  body  ;  its  fertilising  power  is  not  a  living 
thing,  the  non-use  of  which  destroys  life  ;  the  spermatozoa, 
the  active  fertilising  agents,  are  not  living  existences,  and 
"they  have  been  erroneously  considered  as  proper 
animalculse "  (Carpenter).  Life  is  not  made  until  the 
male  and  female  elements  are  united,  and  if  this  is  pre- 
vented, either  by  abstention  from  intercourse  among  the 
unmarried,  or  by  preventive  intercourse  among  the 
married,  life  is  not  destroyed,  because  the  life  is  not 
yet  in  existence. 

Mr.  Darwin  puts  forward  an  argument  against  scientific 
checks  which  must  not  be  omitted  here;  he  says:  "The 
enhancement  of  the  welfare  of  mankind  is  a  most  intricate 
problem  ;  all  ought  to  refrain  from  marriage  who  cannot 
avoid  abject  poverty  for  their  children,  for  poverty  is  not 
only  a  great  evil,  but  tends  to  its  own  increase  by  leading 
to  recklessness  in  marriage.  On  the  other  hand,  as  Mr. 
Galton  has  remarked,  if  the  prudent  avoid  marriage,  whilst 
the  reckless  marry,  the  inferior  members  tend  to  supplant 
the  better  members  of  society.  Man,  like  every  other 
animal,  has  no  doubt  advanced  to  his  present  high  condi- 
tion through  a  struggle  for  existence,  consequent  on  his 
rapid  multiplication,  and  if  he  is  to  advance  still  higher  it 
is  to  be  feared  that  he  must  remain  subject  to  a  severe 
struggle ;  otherwise  he  would  sink  into  indolence,  and  the 
more  gifted  men  would  not  be  more  successful  in  the  battle 
of  life  than  the  less  gifted.  Hence  our  natural  rate  of 
increase,  though  leading  to  many  and  obvious  evils,  must 
not  be  greatly  diminished  by  any  means." 

If  the  struggle  for  existence  among  mankind  were  waged 
under  the  same  conditions  as  among  animals,  then  Mr. 
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Darwin's  argument  would  have  great  force,  terrible  as 
would  be  the  amount  of  human  misery  caused  by  it.  Then 
the  strongest,  cleverest,  craftiest,  would  survive,  and  would 
transmit  their  qualities  to  their  offspring.  But  Mr.  Darwin 
forgets  that  men  have  qualities  which  the  brutes  have  not, 
such  as  compassion,  justice,  respect  for  the  rights  of  others 
— and  all  these,  man's  highest  virtues,  are  absolutely  in- 
compatible with  the  brutal  struggle  for  existence.  Where 
the  lion  would  leave  his  parents  to  starve,  man  would  feed 
his  ;  where  the  stag  would  kill  the  sickly  one,  man  would 
carry  him  to  the  hospital  and  nurse  him  back  to  health. 
The  feeble,  the  deformed,  the  helpless  are  killed  out  in 
brute  nature  ;  in  human  nature  they  are  guarded,  tended, 
nourished,  and  they  hand  on  to  their  offspring  their  own 
disabilities.  Scientific  checks  to  population  would  just  do 
for  man  what  the  struggle  for  existence  does  for  the  brutes ; 
they  enable  man  to  control  the  production  of  new  human 
beings ;  those  who  suffer  from  hereditary  diseases,  who  have 
consumption  or  insanity  in  the  family,  might  marry,  if  they 
so  wished,  but  would  preserve  the  race  from  the  deteriora- 
tion which  results  from  propagating  disease.  The  whole 
British  race  would  gain  in  vigor,  in  health,  in  longevity, 
in  beauty,  if  only  healthy  parents  gave  birth  to  children ; 
at  present  there  is  many  a  sickly  family,  because  sickly 
persons  marry  ;  they  revolt  against  forbiddance  of  mar- 
riage, celibacy  being  unnatural,  and  they  are  taught  that 
"the  natural  consequences  of  marriage"  must  follow. 
Let  them  understand  that  one  set  of  "consequences"  re- 
sults naturally  from  one  set  of  conditions,  another  set  from 
different  conditions,  and  let  them  know  that  laisser  oiler  in 
marriage  is  no  wiser  than  in  other  paths  of  life. 

Leaving  objectors  let  us  look  at  the  other  side  of  the 
question.  The  system  of  preventive  checks  to  population 
points  us  to  the  true  pathway  of  safety ;  it  is  an  immediate 
relief,  and  at  once  lightens  the  burden  of  poverty.  Each 
married  couple  should  determine,  when  they  enter  on 
married  life,  that  they  will  not  produce  a  family  larger 
than  they  can  comfortably  maintain  :  thus  they  avoid  the 
daily  harass  of  domestic  struggle ;  they  rejoice  over  two 
healthy,  robust,  well-fed  children,  instead  of  mourning 
over  seven  frail,  sickly,  half -starved  ones ;  they  look  forward 
to  an  old  age  of  comfort  and  of  respectability  instead  of 
one  of  painful  dependence  on  a  grudgingly-given  charity. 

How  rapidly  conjugal  prudence  may  lift  a  nation  out  of 
pauperism  is  seen  in  France ;  the  proportion  of  adults  to 
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the  whole  population  is  the  largest  in  Europe,  the  propor- 
tionate number  of  persons  under  thirty  being  the  smallest ; 
hence,  there  are  more  producers  and  fewer  non-producers 
than  in  any  other  country.  The  consequence  of  this  is 
that  the  producers  are  less  pressed  upon,  and  live  in  greater 
comfort  and  with  more  enjoyment  of  life.  There  are  no 
less  than  5,000,000  of  properties  under  six  acres,  each 
sufficient  to  support  a  small  family,  but  wholly  inadequate 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  large  one,  and  it  was  from  these 
independent  peasants  that  M.  Thiers  borrowed  the  money 
to  pay  off  the  indemnity  levied  by  the  Germans  after  the 
late  war.  If  those  peasants  had  been  struggling  under  the 
difficulties  of  large  families,  no  savings  would  have  been 
made  to  fall  back  upon  in  such  an  emergency.  France 
shows  a  pattern  of  widely-spread  comfort  which  we  look 
for  in  vain  in  our  own  land,  and  this  comfort  is  directly 
traceable  to  the  systematic  regard  for  conjugal  prudence. 
Small  agricultural  holdings  directly  tend  to  this  virtue,  the 
fact  of  the  limitation  of  the  food-supply  available  being 
obvious  to  the  most  ignorant  peasant.  So  strongly  rooted 
is  this  habit  in  France  that  the  Roman  Church  in  vain 
branded  it  as  a  deadly  sin,  and  Dr.  Drysdale  writes  that  a 
French  priest  begged  the  Vatican  Council  to  change  this 
direction;  he  said:  "It  is  not  the  sin  which  is  new,  but 
the  circumstances  which  have  changed.  This  practice  has 
been  spreading  more  and  more  for  half  a  century  from  the 
force  of  things.  As  Providence  does  not  multiply  animals 
when  they  have  not  wherewithal  to  eat,  so  it  will  not  re- 
quire reasonable  man  voluntarily  to  multiply  when  there 
is  no  longer  the  condition  for  his  subsistence.  This  is 
human  calculation,  pecuniary  motives  if  you  will,  but  a 
calculation  as  inevitable  as  destiny.  Countries  enjoying 
the  faith  do  not  thus  calculate,  it  is  true,  and  so  long  as 
obedience  is  possible  they  will  obey  the  priest  without  a 
murmur;  but  a  day  will  come  when  the  prevailing  doctrine 
will  be  applicable  to  them  all,  and  hence  we  earnestly 
plead  for  reform.  Other  times,  other  customs.  The  laws 
fchould  change  with  the  customs." 

It  is  well  worthy  of  notice  that  those  who  have  pleaded 
for  scientific  checks  to  population  have  also  been  those  who 
have  been  identified  with  the  struggle  for  political  and 
religious  freedom ;  Carlile  defended  the  use  of  such — as 
advocated  in  his  "Every  Woman's  Book" — as  follows  : — 

"There  are  four  grounds  on  which  my  '  Every  Woman's 
Book  '  and  its  recommendation  can  be  defended,  and  each 
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of  them  in  itself  is  sufficient  to  justify  the  publication,  and 
to  make  it  meritorious.  First — the  political  or  national 
ground ;  which  refers  to  the  strength  and  wealth  of  the 
nation,  and  the  greatest  happiness  of  the  greatest  number 
of  the  people.  Second — the  local  or  commercial  ground, 
or  the  ground  of  the  wages  of  labor,  and  its  supply  in  the 
several  trades  and  districts.  Third — the  domestic  or  family 
ground,  where  the  parents  may  think  they  have  already 
children  enough,  and  that  more  will  be  an  injury.  Fourth 
— the  individual  ground,  where  the  state  of  health  in  the 
female,  or  her  situation  in  life,  will  not  justify  a  pregnancy ; 
but  where  the  abstinence  from  love  becomes  as  great  an 

evil It  is  objected  to  me  that  there  is  a  sufficiency 

of  natural  checks  already  in  existence,  to  remedy  the  evils 
of  which  I  complain.  My  answer  is,  that  these  natural 
checks  are  the  evil  of  which  I  do  complain,  and  which  I 
seek  to  remove  by  the  substitution  of  a  MORAL  CHECK,  that  shall 
furnish  no  pain,  no  degradation,  no  discomfort,  no  evil  of  any 
kind.  The  existing  natural  or  physical  checks  are  disease 
or  pestilence  and  famine.  Surely  it  is  to  be  desired  that 
neither  -of  these  should  exist.  It  is  not  wise,  not  parental, 
not  kind,  to  breed  children  to  such  disasters.  It  is  better 
that  they  should  not  be  born  than  be  cut  off  prematurely 
by  disease  or  famine,  or  struggle  through  a  life  of  disease, 
poverty,  and  misery,  a  life  of  pain  to  themselves,  and  both 
a  pain  and  burthen  to  their  parents." 

Mr.  Francis  Place  argues :  "  The  mass  of  the  people  in 
an  old  country  must  remain  in  a  state  of  wretchedness, 
until  they  are  convinced  that  their  safety  depends  upon 
themselves,  and  that  it  can  be  maintained  in  no  other  way 
than  by  their  ceasing  to  propagate  faster  than  the  means  of 

comfortable  subsistence  are  produced If  above  all 

it  were  once  clearly  understood  that  it  was  not  disreputable 
for  married  persons  to  avail  themselves  of  such  precaution- 
ary means  as  would,  without  being  injurious  to  health,  or 
destructive  of  female  delicacy,  prevent  conception,  a  sufficient 
check  might  at  once  be  given  to  the  increase  of  population 
beyond  the  means  of  subsistence,  and  vice  and  misery  to  a 
prodigious  extent  might  be  removed  from  society." 

Mr.  James  Watson  showed  his  view  of  the  matter  by  pub- 
lishing Dr.  Charles  Knowlton's  "Fruits  of  Philosophy". 

Mr.  Robert  Dale  Owen  (son  of  Robert  Owen,  and 
American  minister  in  Florence),  in  his  "Moral  Physio- 
logy ",  advocates  and  describes  scientific  checks. 

Mr.  James  Mill  says  that  "if  the  superstitions  of  the 
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nursery  were  disregarded,  and  the  principle  of  utility  kept 
steadily  in  view,  a  solution  might  not  be  very  difficult  to 
be  found". 

Mr.  John  Stuart  Mill  strongly  urges  restraint  of  the 
number  of  the  family,  and  he  took  an  active  part  in  dis- 
seminating the  knowledge  of  scientific  checks. 

The  members  of  the  old  Freethaught  Institution  in  John 
Street  made  it  part  of  their  work  to  circulate  popular  tracts 
advocating  scientific  checks,  such  as  a  four-page  tract  en- 
titled :  "  Population  :  is  not  its  increase  at  present  an  evil, 
and  would  not  some  harmless  check  be  desirable  ?  ". 

Mr.  Austin  Holyoake,  in  his  "  Large  and  Small  Fami- 
lies", follows  in  the  same  strain,  and  recommends  as  guides 
Knowlton's  pamphlet  and  Owen's  "Moral  Physiology". 

Mr.  George  Jacob  Holyoake,  writing  as  one  of  the  Vice- 
Presidents  of  the  National  Secular  Society  in  1876,  points 
to  the  difference  between  Christian  and  Secular  morality  on 
this  head ;  he  says :  "Let  any  one  regard  for  a  moment 
the  Christian's  theory  of  this  life.  It  tells  us  that  all  hu- 
man beings  born  are  immortal,  and  that  God  has  to  provide 
for  them  above  or  below !  Yet  in  every  portion  of  the  land 
scoundrel  or  vicious  parents  may  bring  into  existence  a 
squalid  brood  of  dirty,  sickly,  depraved,  ignorant,  ragged 
children.  Christianity  fails  utterly  to  prevent  their  exist- 
ence, and  hurls  quick  words  of  opprobrium  upon  any  who 
advocate  the  prevention  of  this  progeny  of  crime.  Yet  the 
Christian  teaches  that,  by  mere  act  of  orthodox  belief, 
these  ignorant  and  unclean  creatures  can  be  seut  from  the 
gutter  to  God.  A  Secularist  cannot  help  shuddering  at 
this  doctrine  and  this  practice,  so  fatal  to  society,  so  con- 
temptuous to  heaven." 

Thus  has  the  effort  to  obtain  social  reform  gone  hand  in 
hand  with  that  for  political  and  religious  freedom ;  the 
victors  in  the  latter  have  been  the  soldiers  in  the  former. 
Discussion  on  the  Population  Question  is  not  yet  safe ; 
legal  penalty  threatens  those  who  advocate  the  restriction 
of  birth  instead  of  the  destruction  of  life ;  the  same  penalty 
was  braved  by  our  leaders  in  the  last  generation,  and  we 
have  only  to  follow  in  their  steps  in  order  to  conquer  as 
they  conquered  and  become  sharers  of  their  crown.  We 
work  for  the  redemption  of  the  poor,  for  the  salvation  of 
the  wretched;  the  cause  of  the  people  is  the  sacredest  of 
all  causes,  and  is  the  one  which  is  the  most  certain  to 
triumph,  however  sharp  may  be  the  struggle  for  the 
victory. 
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Bradlaugh,  Alice — Mind  considered  as  a  Bodily  Function,  Id. 

Bradlaugh  Bonner,  Hypatia — 

Princess  Vera,  and  other  Stories  (Young  Folks'  Library).  Con- 
tains : — Princess  Vera  ;  A  Day's  Adventures  ;  How  the  World 
was  Made ;  Tommy  and  I ;  A  Children's  Picnic.  Cloth, 
prettily  bound,  illustrated,  Is. 

Four  Lectures  on  The  Chemistry  of  Home :  Air,  I.,  Air,  II., 
Water,  I.,  Water,  II.,  Id.  each ;  or  in  wrapper,  4d.  Four 
Lectures  on  The  Slave  Struggle  in  America.  Id.  each,  qr  in 
wrapper,  4d.  Secular  Education,  7^d.  per  100,  post  free. 

Brodrick,  Hon.  George — Reform  of  English  Land  System,  3d. 

Buchner,  Prof.  Ludwig,  M.D. — (See  also  International  Series.) 
The  Influence  of  Heredity  on  Free  Will.     Translated  from  the 
German  by  Annie  Besant.     2d. 

C.  B.  X. — Aurora.     A  story.     6d. 

Cattell,  Charles  C. — The  Age  of  the  Earth,  etc.     A  reply  to  Sir 

J.  W.  Dawson.     2d. 
Christ  and  Osiris.     2d. 
Cobden,  Richard — The  Three  Panics,  Is. 
Cobden's  Political  Writings.    Cloth,  704  pp.    6s. 

Conway,  Moncure  D. — (See  also  List  £.) 
Liberty  and  Morality.     3d. 

Cooper,  Robert — 

Holy  Scriptures  Analysed.    With  Life  by  C.  Bradlaugh.     6d. 

Corner,  Our.  Edited  by  Annie  Besant.  Vol.  I.,  Jan.  to  June ; 
Vol.  II.,  July  to  Dec.,  1883 ;  Vol.  III.,  Jan.  to  June :  Vol. 
IV.,  July  to  December,  1884  ;  Vol.  V.,  Jan.  to  June;  Vol.  VI., 
July  to  December,  1885  ;  Vol.  VII.,  Jan.  to  June  ;  Vol.  VIII., 
July  to  December,  1886 ;  handsomely  bound,  cloth  gilt,  3s.  6d. 
each.  Christmas  Number,  1883,  6d.  Yearly  subscription,  post 
free,  7s.  A  monthly  Freethought  and  Radical  magazine. 

Courtney,  Herbert — The  House  of  Commons,  Past,  Present,  and 
Future.  4d.  Secular  v.  Christian  Morality,  Id. 

Crisis  in  Farming,  The  ;  its  Radical  Causes  and  their  only 
Remedies.  Twenty-two  evils  arising  from  Landlord,  thirteen  from 
Tenant.  By  the  Author  of  ' '  Hints  to  Landlords  and  Tenants  " .  6d. 

Crofts,  "W.  R. — City  Missionaries  and  Pious  Frauds,  Id. 

Dalton,  H.  R.  S.,  B.A.,  Oxon. — 

The  Education  of  Girls,  Second  Edition,  6d.  Ish's  Charge  to 
Women,  4d.  Religion  and  Priestcraft,  2d. 


D.  E. — To  be  or  not  to  be.     (On  future  existence.)     £d. 
Drysdale,  C.B.,  M.D.— 

The  Population  Question,  Is.     Tobacco,  and  the  Diseases  it  Pro- 
duces, 2d.     Alcohol,  6d.     Animal  Vaccination,  6d. 
Eastern  Traveller — Fables  of  Faith,  3d. 
Ellershaw,  Charles— 

The  Soil  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.     In  neat  wrapper,  6d. 
Ellis,  Ellen — Everything  is  possible  to  Will.     A  most  useful  Tem- 
perance Story.     Cloth,   3s.  6d. 

Elmy,  Ben  W. — The  Cause  of  Woman.    From  the  Italian  of  Louisa 

To-Sko.  6d.     Studies  in  Materialism,  4d. 
Farrar,  Sir  T.  H.,  Bart.— Free  Trade  v.  Fair  Trade  (3rd  edition). 

376  pp.,  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  2s.  6d. 

Forlong,  Major-Gen.  J.  G.  B,.,  F.R.G.S.,  F.R.A.S.,  &c.— 
Elvers  of  Life,  or  Sources  of  Streams  of  the  Faiths  of  Man  in  all 
lands ;  showing  the  Evolution  of  Faiths  from  the  rudest  sym- 
bolisms to  the  latest  spiritual  developments.  With  maps,  illus- 
trations, and  separate  chart  of  faith  streams.  In  2  vols.  quarto, 
cloth  gilt,  £6  6s. 

A  Colored  Chart  of  all  Faith  Streams,  7£  feet  by  1\  feet,  folded 
in  case,  or  on  rollers,  £1  6s.  P.  6d. 

Garrison,  Prof.  H.  D. — The  Absence  of  Design  in  Nature,  2d. 

Haeckel,  Prof.  Ernst  (See  International  Series). 

Headingley,  A.  S. — 

Biography  of  Charles  Bradlaugh.   With  Appendix  by  W.  Mawer 

(revised  and  enlarged).     Cloth,  2s.  6d. 

Hindu,  A — Reflexions  on  the  Blasphemy  Prosecutions,  2d. 
Holt,  B,.  B.— 

Utile  D&mutium,  or  The  Right  to  Use  the  Land,  8  pp.,  demy  8vo, 
Id.  Abxoltttum  et  directum  Do-minium,  or  Absolute  Ownership  of 
Land.  8  pp.,  demy  8vo,  Id. 

Howell,  Constance — 

Biography  of  Jesus  Christ,  Is. ;  cloth  gilt,  Is.  6d.  The  After- 
Life  of  the  Apostles,  Is.  ;  cloth  gilt,  Is.  6d.  History  of  the 
Jews,  Is.,  cloth  gilt,  Is.  6d.  Written  for  Young  Freethinkers. 
The  cloth  edition  is  tastefully  bound  in  uniform  style. 

"  Humanitas  " — 

Is  God  the  First  Cause  ?  6d.  Bound  in  cloth,  with  other  Essays, 
Is.  6d.  Socialism  a  Curse,  3d.  Thoughts 'upon  Heaven,  6d. 
Charles  Bradlaugh  and  the  Oath  Question,  2d.  How  C.  Brad- 
laugh  was  treated  by  the  House  of  Commons,  2d.  Charles 
Bradlaugh,  M.P.  and  the  Irish  Nation,  6d.  Jacob  the  Wrestler; 
paper,  2s.  ;  cloth,  2s.  6d. 

Hume,  David — 

On  Miracles,  3d.     With  appendix,  etc.,  by  J.  M.  Wheeler. 
Hunter,  W.  A.,  M.A. — Past  and  Present  of  the  Heresy  Laws.  3d. 

Indian  Officer — 

The  True  Source  of  Christianity ;  or,  a  Voice  from  the  Ganges. 
Originally  published  at  5s.  Paper  covers,  Is. ;  cloth  gilt,  Is.  6d. 


Ingersoll,  Col.  Robert — 

Library  Edition  :  Oration  on  the  Gods,  6d.  Oration  on  Thomas 
Paine,  4d.  Heretics  and  Heresies,  4d.  Oration  on  Humboldt, 
2d.  Arraignment  of  the  Church,  2d.  These  can  be  supplied  in 
one  volume,  neatly  bound  in  limp  cloth,  Is.  6d.  Mistakes  of 
Moses,  3d.  Liberty  of  Man,  Woman  and  Child,  6d.  Modern 
Thinkers:  or,  the  Spirit  of  the  Age,  Id.  Hell,  2d.  Decoration 
Day,  Id.  Salvation,  Id.  Ingersoll  at  Home,  Id.  Prose 
Poems,  Id.  Tilt  with  Talmage,  Id. 

Popular  Edition,  16  pages,  Id.  each:  1.  Take  a  Road  of  Your 
Own ;  2.  Divine  Vivisection,  or  Hell ;  3.  The  Christian  Re- 
ligion ;  4.  The  Ghosts,  Part  I. ;  5.  The  Ghosts,  Part  II.  ; 
6.  Thomas  Paine  the  Republican.  In  wrapper,  6d.  7.  Is  all 
of  the  Bible  inspired  ?  Part  I. ;  8.  Is  all  of  the  Bible  inspired? 
Part  II.;  9.  Mistakes  of  Moses;  10.  Saviors  of  the  World; 
11.  How  Man  makes  Gods  ;  12.  Law,  not  God.  From  7  to  12 
in  wrapper,  6d.  The  12  in  wrapper,  Is.  13.  What  Must  I  Do 
to  be  Saved?  Part  I.  ;  14.  What  Must  I  Do  to  be  saved ?  Part 
II.  ;  15.  The  Spirit  of  the  Age;  16.  Human  Liberty;  or,  In- 
tellectual Development,  Parti.  ;  17.  Human  Liberty;  or,  In- 
tellectual Development,  Part  II.  ;  18.  Which  Way?  From  13 
to  18,  in  wrapper,  6d. 
International  Library  of  Science  and  Freethought — 

Mind  in  Animals,  by  Professor  Ludwig  Buchner.  Translated, 
with  the  author's  consent,  by  Annie  Besant,  5s. 

The  Student's  Darwin,  by  Edward  B.  Aveling,  D.Sc.  (Lond.) 
Fellow  of  University  College  (Lond.),  etc.,  price  5s. 

Jesus  and  the  Gospels,  and  The  Religion  of  Israel,  by  Jules 
Soury,  4s. 

Genesis :  its  authorship  and  authenticity,  by  C.  Bradlaugh.     5s. 

The  Pedigree  of  Man,  and  other  Essays  (illustrated  with  80  wood- 
cuts), by  Dr.  Ernst  Haeckel,  translated  from  the  German,  with 
the  author's  consent,  by  Edward  B.  Aveling,  D.Sc.  6s. 

"Julian"— 

Natural  Reason  versus  Divine  Revelation.  An  appeal  for  Free- 
thought.  Edited  by  Robert  Lewins,  M.D.  6d. 

"  Justice  " — Peace  and  Prosperity.    An  Essay  on  Social  Questions, 

with  remedies  for  existing  evils.     6d. 
Kay,  Joseph — 

Free  Trade  in  Land.     With  Preface  by  John  Bright,  Is. 
L.  W.  H.— The  House  of  Lords.     Id. 
Land  Law  Reform  League  Leaflets,  No.  1  to  6  in  assorted 

packets  for  distribution,  6d.  per  100;  post  free,  7^d. ;  an  assorted 
dozen,  Ijd. 

Lee,  T.— 

Falsivir's  Travels.     The  remarkable  adventures  of  John  Falsivir, 
seaman,  at  the  North  Pole  and  in  the  interior  of  the  earth ; 
with  a  description  of  the  wonderful  people  and  the  things  he 
discovered  there.     In  paper  wrapper,  Is.  ;  boards,  Is.  6d. 
L'Estrange,  Thos.— The  First  Seven  Alleged  Persecutions,  A.D 
64  to  A.D.  235.     6d.     The  Eucharist,  6d. 
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Levy,  J.  Hyam — 

Wealthy  and  Wise.  A  Lecture  introductory  to  the  Study  of 
Political  Economy.  6d. 

Local  Government  and  Taxation  of  the  "United  Kingdom, 
520  pp.,  cloth,  with  index,  5s.,  containing  a  series  of  essavs : — 
Local  government  in  England,  by  the  Hon.  G.  C.  Brodrick  ; 
County  boards,  by  C.  T.  D.  Acland  ;  Areas  of  rural  government, 
by  Lord  E.  Fitzmaurice;  London  government,  and  how  to  reform 
it,  by  J.  F.  B.  Firth  ;  Municipal  boroughs  and  boundaries,  by  J. 
T.  Bunce ;  Local  government  and  taxation  in  Ireland,  by  R. 
O'Shaughnessy ;  Local  government  and  taxation  in  Scotland, 
by  W.  Macdonald ;  Local  taxation  in  England  and  Wales,  by  J. 
Roland  Phillips. 

Linton,  Mrs.  E.  Lynn — (See  also  List  B.} 

Under  which  Lord?  By  the  author  of  "Joshua  Davidson". 
Originally  published  in  three  vols.  at  £1  11s.  6d.,  now  issued 
complete  in  1  vol.,  cloth  gilt,  2s.  6d. 

Major,  A. — A  Few  Objections  to  Spiritualism,  2d. 

Materialist — 

A  Reply  to  Cardinal  Manning's  Essay  on  "  The  Relation  of  the 
Will  to  Thought",  3d. 

Mawer,  "W. — 

The  Latest  Constitutional  Struggle.  Being  a  Diary  of  the  North- 
ampton Struggle  from  April  2nd,  1880.  2d.  Reasons  why 
Blasphemy  Prosecutions  should  be  abolished.  2d. 

Medley,  G.  W. — England  under  Free  Trade,  3d. 

Mitchell,  Logan — 

Religion  in  the  Heavens  ;  or,  Mythology  Unveiled.  In  a  Series 
of  Lectures.  Cloth,  2s.  6d. 

Mongredien,  A.— Free  Trade  and  English  commerce,  6d. 

Montague,  F.  C. 

The  Old  Poor  Law  and  the  New  Socialism,  or  Pauperism  and 

Taxation.     6d. 
Moss,  Arthur  B. — 

Nature  and  the  Gods,  Id.  Man  and  the  Lower  Animals,  Id. 
16  pp.,  each. 

Murray,  D. — 

Is  Knowledge  sufficient  to  Prevent  Crime  ?  Id. 
National   Reformer— Index  to,  1883,  1884,  1885,  2d.  each.   Cases 

for  loose  numbers,  with  holding-cords,  2s. 

National    Secular    Society's    Almanack    for   1882,  1883, 

1884,  1885,  1886,  and  1887.     6d.  each.     P.  Id.  each. 
"  Neptune  " — Our  Naval  Policy,  Id. 
Nordau,  Max— 

The  Conventional  Lies  of  our  Civilization.  This  remarkable  book 
has  been  seized  and  prohibited  in  Austria,  and  has  gone  through 
seven  editions  in  seven  months  in  Germany.  365  pp.,  paper, 
2s.  6d. 
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Paine,  Thomas — (See  also  list  B}. 

Common  Sense.     With  new  Introduction  by  C.  Bradlaugh.     6d. 
The  Age   of   Rea  on.      "With   Preface  by   C.   Bradlaugh.      Is. 

Cloth,  Is.  6d. 
Rights  of  Man.    With  Introduction  by  C.  Bradlaugh.  Is.     Cloth 

gilt,  Is.  6d. 

Theological  Works  ;  including  the  "  Age  of  Reason  ",  and  all  his 
Miscellaneous  pieces  and  Poetical  Works ;    his  last  Will  and 
Testament,  and  a  Steel  Portrait.     Cloth,  3s. 
Parable  of  Modern  Times,  A.     2d. 
Paul,  Alexander— History  of  Reform,  Is. 

Pearce,  E.  B.. — Popular  fallacies  on  trade  and  foreign  duties,  6d. 
Peers  and  the  People,  The,  an  appeal  to  history,  Id. 
Perot,  J.  M.  A. — Man  and  God.  Cloth,  4s. 
Questions,  One  hundred  and  one.  Id. 
Robertson,  John — 

Royalism,  4d.     Socialism  and  Malthusianism,  2d.     Toryism  and 

Barbarism,  2d.     The  Upshot  of  Hamlet,  6d. 
Sins  of  the  Church, Nos. 9—14,  "The  Perversionof  Scotland",  Id. 

each  ;  or  in  1  vol.,  cloth,  with  index,  9d. 
Salmon,  C.  S. — 

Crown  Colonies  of  Great  Britain.     Stiff  boards,  184  pp.     Is. 
Sins  of  the  Church  ;  A  series  of  pamphlets,  issued  fortnightly. 
16  pages  each,  Id. 

Nos.  1  to  4 :  "  Threatenings  and  Slaughters ' '  [England]  ;  5  and  6 : 
"  For  the  Crown  and  against  the  Nation"  ;  by  Annie  Besant. 
No.  7 :  "  A  Burden  on  Labor ' ' ;  No.  8 :  "  The  Church  a  Creature 
of  Crown  and  Parliament,"  by  Annie  Besant;  Nos.  9 — 14: 
"  The  Perversion  of  Scotland,"  by  John  Robertson. 
Nos.  1  to  8,  in  cloth,  with  Index,  etc.,  Is. ;  Nos.  9  to  14,  in  cloth, 

with  index,  9d. 
Part  I.  (Nos.  1  to  6  in  wrapper),  6d.     Part  II.  (Nos.  7  to  12 

in  wrapper),  6d. 

Soury,  Jules  (See  International  Series.) 
Stanching,  George- 
Life  of  C.  Bradlaugh,  with  portrait  and  autograph,  12  pages.  Id. 
Life  of  Colonel  R.   G.  Ingersoll,   with  portrait  and  autograph, 
and  extracts  from  his  orations,  in  wrapper,  Id.     Court  Flun- 
keys ;  their  Work  and  Wages,  Id. 
Symes,  Jos. — 

Christianity   essentially  a  Persecuting  Religion,  2d.     Hospitals 
and    Dispensaries  not  of   Christian   Origin,  new  and  revised 
edition,   Id.      Man's  Place   in    Nature,  or    Man    an    Animal 
amongst  Animals,  4d.     Christianity  and  Slavery,  2d.      Chris- 
tianity at  the  Bar  of  Science,  3d.     Debate  on  Atheism  with  Mr. 
St.  Glair,  Is.     Debate  and  eight  essays,  bound,  cloth,  neat,  3s. 
Three  Trials  of  William    Hone,  The,   for  Publishing  Three 
Parodies,  viz.,  The  late  John  Wilkes's  Catechism,  The  Political 
Litany,  and  The  Sinecurists'  Creed  ;  on  three  ex-officio  informa- 
tions, at  Guildhall,  London,  during  three  successive  days — De- 
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cember  18th,  19th,  and  20th,  1817 — before  three  special  juries 
and  Mr.  Justice  Abbot,  on  the  first  day,  and  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Ellenborough,  on  the  last  two  days.  2s. 

Thursday  Lectures  at  the  Hall  of  Science — 

Containing  Mr.  Bradlaugh's  lectures  on  Anthropology,  Annie 
Besant's  on  The  Physiology  of  Home,  Miss  Hypatia  Bradlaugh's 
on  The  Chemistry  of  Home,  and  Dr.  Aveling's  on  The  Plays  of 
Shakspere.  Complete  in  one  vol.  Cloth,  2s. 

Torrens,  Sir  B,.— Transfer  of  land  by  Registration  under  method 
operative  in  British  Colonies.     6d. 

Volney,  C.  T?.—(See  also  List  £.) 

Ruins  of  Empires,  with  Plates  of  Ancient  Zodiac,  cloth,  2s. 

Wheeler,  J.  M.— 

Frauds  and  Follies  of  the  Fathers.     6d. 

Young  Folks'  Library  ;  edited  by  Annie  Besant.     Cloth,  boards, 
attractive  binding,  illustrated : — 
I.  Legends  and  Tales,  by  Annie  Besant,  Is. 
II.  Princess Vera,  and  other  Stories,  by  H.  Bradlaugh  Bonner.  Is. 


LIST  B. 

Special  List  of  Remainders. — All  at  the  lowest  price,  no  reduc- 
tion to  the  trade,  the  object  being  to  supply  readers  of  the,  National 
Reformer  with  literature  at  specially  low  rates.  Order  must  be 
accompanied  by  cost  of  postage,  which  is  inserted  after  the  letter 
P.  Where  no  postage  is  mentioned,  the  goods  go  by  rail  at  cost 
of  purchaser,  and  2d.  in  addition  to  price  must  be  sent  for  booking. 

Adam,  W.— 

First  Lessons  in  Geology.     "With  special  article  on  the  Toadstones 
of  Derbyshire,  a  glossary  explanatory  of  geological  terms  and 
derivations,  with  sections,  and  general  diagram  of  strata.    173 
pp.,  paper  covers  (published  at  Is.  6d.),  3d.     Post  free  4d. 
Theories  of  History,  with  special  reference  to  the  principles  of 
the  Positive  Philosophy.      Favorably  noticed  by  J.  S.  Mill. 
Demy  8vo.,  441  pp.,  3s.     P.  4|d. 
Agassiz,  Louis — On  Classification.    8vo.    Pp.  vii.  and  381.    Cloth 

(published  at  12s.),  reduced  to  3s.     P.  4|d. 
Alexander,  J.  E.,  Lieut. -General — 

Cleopatra's  Needle,  the  Obelisk  of  Alexandria.     Cloth,  8vo.,  109 

pp.  (published  at  2s.  6d.),  Is.,  post  free. 

Alison,  Alex. — The  Philosophy  and  History  of  Civilisation. 
Cloth,  royal  8vo.,  478  pp.,  2s.  P.  4£d 

Anti-Papal  Library,  The. — "  How  did  we  come  by  the  Reforma- 
tion ?  "  by  Dr.  J.  R.  Beard ;  "  Mary  Alacoque  and  the  worship 
of  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus,  presented  in  their  real  character, ' ' 
by  Louis  Asseline.  These  pamphlets,  written  by  eminent  ad- 
vanced writers  and  translated  by  the  celebrated  Unitarian,  Dr. 
J.  R.  Beard,  are  full  of  information  concerning  the  frauds  and 
impostures  of  the  Romish  Church.  Published  at  4d.  and  6d.  each. 
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The  wo  post  free  for  3d.  Also  in  the  same  series — "Confession 
in  the  Church  of  Rome:  what  it  is  and  what  it  does".  By  the 
noted  writer,  M.  Morin  ;  translated  by  J.  R.  Beard.  (Published 
at  Is.)  80pp.  3d.  P.  Id. 

"Antipodes." — The  Revelations  of  Common-sense.     Crown  8vo., 
pp.  xi.  and  452.     2s.     P.  4M. 

Argyll,  Duke  of— 

Causes  of  the  Afghan  War,  being  a  selection  of  the  papers  laid 
before  Parliament,  with  a  connecting  narrative  and  comment. 
8vo,  cloth,  326  pp.  (published  at  6s.),  Is.  6d.  P.  4£d. 

Bale,  G.  G.  P. — Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  Man.     School  edition. 

Profusely  illustrated  (published  at  7s.  6d.),  2s.  6d.  P.  4^d. 
Barratt,  Alfred- 
Physical  Ethics,  or  the  Science  of  Action.  Contents :  Axioms, 
Definitions,  Propositions,  Moral  Sense,  Human  Development, 
Unselfish  Emotions,  Individual  Development,  Will,  Obligation, 
Pleasures  that  are  called  Bad,  Rearrangement,  System, 
which  make  Good  a  Primary  Quality,  Systems  which  offes 
an  Explanation  of  the  Nature  of  Good,  Theological  Sysr 
terns,  Organisation  of  Moral  Systems,  Objections  of  inutility- 
of  lalsehood,  of  sneers.  Mr.  Spencer's  Doctrine  of  the  Absolute, 
Laws  of  Mental  Redistribution,  Perception  of  Time,  Motion, 
and  Space  ;  Relation  of  Mind  to  Matter,  ^E4hetic  Emotions, 
Religion  of  Positivism,  Theological  Basis  of  Morality.  Cloth, 
crown  8vo,  387  pp.,  2s.  (pub.  at  12s.).  Postage  4|d. 
Physical  Metempiric.  Contents :  Definitions,  The  Physical 
Method,  Other  Consciousness,  Things-in-themselves,  The 
Atomic  Theory,  Monads,  Time  and  Space.  Noumena  and  Phe- 
nomena. Monadism  and  Monism,  Physical  Evolution,  Exis- 
tence, Mental  Evolution,  General  Theory  of  the  Relation  of 
Mind  and  Matter,  Objections,  The  "Suppression"  of  Egoism, 
Ethics  and  Politics,  EthicsandPyschogony.  With  Portrait  of  the 
Author.  Cloth,  8vo,  311pp.,  2s.  (Published  at  12s.  6d.)  P.  4|d. 

Benvenuti,  B.  F.— 

Episodes  of  the  French  Revolution,  from  1789  to  1795,  with  an 
appendix  embodying  the  principal  events  in  France  from  1789 
to  the  present  time,  examined  from  a  political  and  philosophical 
point  of  view.  Demy  8vo,  310  pp.,  Is.  6d.  P.  4|d. 

Berkeley,  Bishop — 

The  Principles  of  Human  Knowledge.  Treatise  on  the  nature  of 
the  Material  Substance  (and  its  relation  to  the  Absolute),  with 
a  brief  introduction  to  the  doctrine  and  full  explanations  of  the 
text ;  followed  by  an  appendix,  with  remarks  on  Kant  and 
Hume,  by  Collyns  Symons,  LL.D.  Is.  P.  3d. 

Bernard,  H.  H.,  Ph.D.— 

Lessing  on  Bibliolatry.     144pp.  (published  at  5s.),  Is.  6d.     P.  3d. 

Black,  C.,  M.D.— 

On  the  more  evident  changes  the  body  undergoes,  and  the  manage- 
ment of  health  from  infancy  to  adult  age.  Cloth,  138  pp. 
(published  at  2s.  6d.),  6d.  P.  2d. 
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Blake,  Carter,  D.Sc. — 

Zoology  for  Students.  With  Preface  by  Professor  Owen.  Pro- 
fusely Illustrated.  Cloth.  382  pp.  3s.  6d.  P.  4^-d. 

Bonaparte,   Napoleon  (Jerome) — 

Clericalism  in  France.  Translated  by  Annie  Besant.  3d.,  post  free. 
Booth,  W.,  L.R.C.P.— 

Children's  Ailments:  how  to  distinguish  and  how  to  treat  them. 
Manual  of  nursery  medicine,  addressed  to  mothers  and  nurses 
and  to  all  who  are  interested  in  caring  for  the  little  ones.  This 
extremely  useful  little  work  gives  the  symptoms  and  modes  of 
treatment  of  nearly  100  ailments,  instructions  for  the  general 
management  of  young  children,  and  47  prescriptions,  with  a 
table  of  doses  for  all  diseases.  (Published  at  2s.)  3d.  P.  Id. 
Boyle,  F.— 

Savage  Life.  Notes  in  South  Africa,  a  night  in  Granada,  Philoj 
sophy  of  the  Angle.  Cloth,  demy  8vo,  332  pp.,  3s.  P.  4-|d. 

Bradlaugh,  Charles — 

Hints  to  Emigrants ;  containing  notes  of  employment,  wages, 
costs  of  living,  &c.,  personally  made  during  three  journeys  in 
the  United  States  of  America.  (Published  at  Is.)  Post  free,  6d. 

Brown,  W. — 

The  Labor  Question.  Paper  Currency  and  Lending  on  Interest 
as  affecting  the  prosperity  of  Labor,  Commerce,  and  Manufac- 
tures. Cloth  gilt,  240  pp.  (published  at  2s.  6d.),  6d.  P.  3d. 

Bryce,  Arch.  H.,  LL.D.,  &c.— 

Second  Latin  Book.  Readings,  with  notes,  from  Caesar,  Ovid, 
&c.,  with  Syntax  and  copious  Vocabulary.  Crown  8vo,  422 
pp.,  Is.  P.  3d. 

Buchner,  Prof.  Ludwig — 

Force  and  Matter.     284  pp.  (published  at  5s.),  2s.  6d.     P.  3d. 

Burke,  Edmund — The  inherent  evils  of  all  State  Governments 
demonstrated.  66  pp.  (published  at  Is.),  3d.  P.  Id. 

Burton's  Prairie  Traveller;  or,  Overland  Route. — With 
map,  illustrations,  and  itineraries  of  the  prnciple  routes  between 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Pacific.  By  General  RANDOLPH  MAECY. 
Crown  8vo,  pp.  270,  cloth,  reduced  to  Is.  6d.  P.  3d. 

Bushby,  Rev.  Edward,  B.D. — Essay  on  Human  Mind,  with 
Elements  of  Logic.  84  pp.,  in  stiff  wrapper,  3d.  P.  Id. 

Butler,  J.,  LL.D. — 

The  Analogy  of  Religion,  Natural  and  Revealed,  to  the  consti- 
tution and  course  of  Nature.  To  which  are  added  two  brief 
dissertations  :  I.  Of  personal  identity ;  II.  Of  the  nature  of 
virtue.  With  index  and  questions  for  examination  by  th-j 
Rev.  G.  B.  WHEELEE,  A.M.,  Cloth,  gilt,  pp.  350,  2s.  6d.  P.4£d. 

Caird,  J. — British  Land  Question.     2d.     P.  Id. 

Campbell,  Sir  George,  M.P.— 

White  and  Black ;  the  outcome  of  a  visit  to  the  United  States. 
Cloth  8vo,  440  pp.,  2s.  6d.  P.  6d. 
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Cant- Wall,  E.,  Barrister-at-liaw — 

Ireland  under  the  Land  Act,  with  an  appendix  of  leading  cases 
under  the  Act,  giving  the  evidence  in  full,  judicial  dicta,  etc. 
8vo,  280  pp.,  cloth  (published  at  6s.),  Is.  6d.  P.  4|d. 

Cattell,  Charles  C.— The  Coming  Republic  (published  at  2s.  6d.), 
Is.  6d. ;  P.  3d.          Republicana,  244  pp.,  6d.  ;  P.  2-J-d.        Sun- 
day Lectures  on  Science  and  Freethought,  157  pp.,   Is.  ;   P.  lid. 
Challice,  John,  M.D. — 

Medical  advice  to  mothers  on  the  management  of  children  in 

health  and  disease.     Limp  cloth,  98  pp.,  3d.     P.  Id. 
Charles,  C.  Mitchell — 

Alfieri  :  his  life,  adventures,  and  works.     6d.     P.  1  Jd. 
Chastel,  E.,  Professor — 

Christianity  in  the  Nineteenth  Century.     A  Religious  and  Philo- 
sophical Survey  of  the  Immediate  Past.     Translated  by  J.  R. 
Beard.     Cloth,  crown  8vo,  236  pp.,  Is.     P.  3d. 
Clifford-Smith,  J.  L.— 

Social  Science  Association.     A  Narrative  of  Results.     With  ad- 
mirable photographs  of  Lord  Brougham  and  G.  W.  Hastings, 
M.P.     Cloth,  190  pp.,  published  at  2s.  6d.,  offered  at  6d.  P.  2d. 
Cobden,  Richard — Biography  by  J.  E.  Ritchie.    With  superb  steel 
engraving,  4d.     P.  l^d. 

Coleridge,  Samuel  Taylor- 
Letters,  Conversations,  and  Recollections.     With  preface  by  the 

Editor,  Thomas  Allsop.     Cloth  250  pp.,  2s.     P.  3d. 
CONTEMPORARY  REVIEW.— 1874,  complete  in  2   vols.,   5». 
(published  at  los.  each) ;  containing  articles  by  W.  E.  Gladstone,  Sir  T. 
Brassey,  Sir  W.  Herschell,  Professor  Clifford,  Dean    Stanley,    Karl 
Blind,  and  many  other  famous  writers. 

And  the  following  numbers : — 1875.  January  contains  Supernatural  Religion 
(The  Silence  of  Eusebius),  by  Prof.  Lightfoot;  Sermon  on  the  Immutability 
of  Jehovah,  by  Colenso ;  Max  Miiller's  reply  to  Darwin ;  Saxon  Studies,  by 
Julian  Hawthorne,  etc.,  etc.  March  contains  Saturn  and  the  Sabbath  of  the  Jews, 
by  R.  A.  Proctor ;  Some  Results  of  the  Challenger  Expedition,  by  Prof.  Huxley ; 
Life  at  High  Pressure,  by  W.  R.  Greg;  On  Objections  to  "Literature  and 
Dogma  ",  by  Matthew  Arnold,  etc.,  etc.  April  contains  A  Jesuit  Father  on  Papal 
Infallibility ;  The  Covenanters,  Charles  II.  and  Argyle ;  Instinct  and  Reason,  by 
St.  George  Mivart;  Bogies  of  To-day,  by  Earl  Pembroke,  etc.,  etc.  July  contains 
Is  the  Church  of  England  Worth  Preserving  ?  by  W.  E.  Gladstone ;  George  Jacob 
Holyoake  on  Co-operation ;  The  Tory  Party  and  the  Catholics,  by  Pope  Hennessey ; 
Animal  Instinct  in  its  relation  to  the  Mind  of  Man,  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  etc., 
etc.  August  contains  The  Liberal  Party  and  the  Roman  Catholics,  by  Arthur 
Arnold ;  Roman  Catholic  Marriage  Laws,  by  Canon  Todd ;  Supernatural  Religion 
(Papias  of  Hierapolis),  by  Prof.  Lightfoot,  etc.,  etc.  September  contains  A  Dis- 
cussion on  the  Scientific  Basis  of  Morals  between  Prof.  Clifford,  Frederic  Harrison, 
and  P.  C.  W. ;  Lord  Blachford  on  Huxley's  Hypothesis  that  Animals  are  Auto- 
mata ;  Ocean  Circulation,  by  Dr.  W.  B.  Carpenter ;  Right  use  of  a  Surplus,  by  W. 
R.  Greg,  etc.,  etc.  November  contains  India,  Political  and  Social,  by  M.  E.  Grant 
Duff ;  Religious  and  Conservative  Aspects  of  Positivism,  by  Frederic  Harrison?; 
Liknesses,  or  Philosophical  Anatomy,  by  St.  George  Mivart,  etc.,  etc.  The  above 

seven  numbers  for  1875  free  for  2s.  9d. 1876.  January  contains  The  Fallacies 

of  Testimony,  by  "W.  B.  Carpenter ;  Why  have  Animals  a  Nervous  System  2  by  H. 
Charlton  Bastian ;  Goethe  and  Minna  Herzlieb,  by  Andrew  Hamilton ;  Wesleyan 
Methodism,  by  J.  L.  Davies;  Public  Education,  by  Sir  John  Lubbock,  etc.,  etc. 
March  contains  Modern  Materialism,  by  the  Rev.  James  Martineau ;  Irrigation 
Works  and  the  Permanent  Settlement  in  India,  by  J.  Dacosta ;  Bishop  Butler, 
by  Matthew  Arnold  ;  Eternal  Perdition  and  Uuiversalism  from  a  Roman  Catholic 
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Point  of  View  Religion  of  Positivism,  by  Mark  Pattison,  etc.,  etc.  April  contains 
Russian  Idylls,  by  W.  R.  S.  Ralston ;  The  Bases  of  Morals,  by  James  Hinton ; 
Homerology,  by  W.  E.  Gladstone ;  John  H.  Newman :  a  Psychological  Study,  by 
the  Rev.  John  Hunt ;  Jellyfish  Theory  of  Language,  by  the  Rev.  A.  H.  Sayce,  etc., 
etc.  May  contains  Humanity,  by  Frederic  Harrison  ;  Strauss  :  a  Chapter  in  the 
History  of  Modern  Religious  Thought,  by  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Fairbaim ;  Religious 
Teaching  in  Elementary  Schools,  by  Francis  Peek,  etc.,  etc.  June  contains  The 
Courses  of  Religious  Thought,  by  W.  E.  Gladstone  ;  Persia,  by  Arthur  Arnold  ; 
Evolution  and  the  Religion  of  the  Future,  by  Anna  Swanwick  ;  Elementary  Edu- 
cation, by  Sir  John  Lubbock,  etc.,  etc.  July  contains  Turkey,  by  Arthur  Arnold  ; 
Christian  Evidences,  by  Richard  H.  Hutton ;  Homerology,  by  W.  E.  Gladstone ; 
The  Pulse  of  Europe,"  by  M.  E.  Grant  Duff;  The  Restitution  of  all  Things,  by 
Andrew  Jukes,  etc.,  etc.  September  contains  Automatism  and  Evolution,  by  Dr. 
Charles  Elam ;  Capital  Punishment  in  England,  by  Francis  W.  Rowsell ;  Church- 
manship  of  John  Wesley,  by  James  Rigg,  D.D.,  etc.,  etc.  October  contains  Imper- 
fect Genius :  William  Blake,  by  H.  G.  Hewlett ;  Professor  Cairnes  on  Value,  by 
W.  T.  Thornton  ;  Antagonism  of  Creeds,  by  Philip  Schaff ,  D.D. ;  Working  Men  and 
the  Eastern  Question,  by  Geo.  Potter  and  Gep.  Howell,  etc.,  etc.  November  contains 
Philosophy  without  Assumptions,  by  Cardinal  Manning  ;  The  Prophetic  Element 
in  the  Gospels,  by  W.  R.  Greg ;  Russian  Policy  in  Turkestan,  by  W.  E.  Glad- 
stone; A  Psychological  Parallel,  by  Matthew  Arnold,  etc.,  etc.  The  above 

nine  numbers   for  1876  free  for  4s. 1877.  February  contains  :  Evolution  and 

the  Vegetable  Kingdom,  by  W.  Carruthers,  F.R.S. ;  Problems  of  Social 
and  Political  Life  in  France,  by  A.  Oer ;  The  English  People  in  relation  to  the 
Eastern  Question,  by  Edward  A.  Freeman ;  Henrietta  Maria ;  The  Roman 
Catholics  and  the  Puritans,  by  Peter  Bayne  ;  Transcendentalism  in  England, 
New  England,  and  India,  by  H.  Holbeach,  etc.,  etc.  March  contains  :  Pro- 
gress of  Religious  Thought  in  Scotland,  by  Principal  Tulloch;  Race  and 
Language,  by  E.  A.  Freeman  ;  Spinoza  :  the  man  and  the  philosopher,  by  Arthur 
Bolles  Lee  ;  Prussia  in  the  Nineteenth  Century,  by  Prof.  J.  S.  Blackie ;  Reason- 
able Faith,  by  a  London  Merchant,  etc.  April  contains :  Spinoza  :  1677 — 1877,  by 
Ernest  Renan  ;  Metaphysical  Study,  by  Prof.  Bain  ;  The  Germ  Theory  and  Spon- 
taneous Generation:  Pasteur,  Tyndall,  Bastian  ;  One  per  Cent.,  by  Prof.  Bonamy 
Pi-ice,  etc.,  etc.  May  contains :  Contest  of  Heathenism  with  Christianity,  by  Prof. 
Zeller ;  Conditions  and  Prospects  of  the  Church  of  Englandj  by  Thos.  Hughes ; 
Wagner,  by  Rev.  H.  R.  Haweis  ;  French  Thought  and  Spinozism,  by  Paul  Janet ; 
Harriet  Martineau's  account  of  herself,  by  H.  S.  Richardson ;  A  Reconciling 
Philosophic  Conception,  by  Prof.  Bain,  etc.,  etc.  July  contains :  Morality  in 
Politics,  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll ;  Pascal  and  Montaigne,  by  John  Grote ;  Religious 
Upheaval  in  Scotland,  by  William  Wallace ;  Drifting  Light  Waves,  by  R.  A. 
Proctor ;  Virgil,  by  Julia  Wedgwood,  etc.,  etc.  September  contains :  The  Gospel 
according  to  St.  John,  by  Ernest  Renan ;  The  Pantheistic  Factor  in  Christian 
Thought,  by  the  Rev.  R.  F.  Littledale ;  Scientific  Movement  and  Literature,  by 
Edward  Dowden ;  French  Chateaux  of  the  Renaissance,  by  Mrs.  Mark  Pattison 
(Lady  Dilke),  etc.,  etc.  October  contains :  The  Divine  Guidance  of  the  Church, 
by  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury ;  Trial  of  Jesus  Christ,  by  A.  Taylor  Innes ;  Trades 
Unions,  Apprentices  and  Technical  Education,  by  George  Howell ;  Oxygen  in  the 
Sun,  by  R.  A.  Proctor ;  Legislation  for  the  Insane,  by  Dr.  D.  Hack  Tuke,  etc..  etc. 
November  contains  :  The  Resurrection  of  Christ  a  new  revelation,  by  Canon  West- 
cott ;  War-Power,  by  Prof.  F.  W.  Newman  ;  Fashionable  Farces ;  Prof.  Tyndall's 
Birmingham  address,  by  George  Peard  ;  The  Slaveowner  and  the  Turk,  by  Goldwin 

Smith.  The  above  eight  numbers  of  1877  free  for  2s.  9d. 1878.  January  contains  : 

Dog  Poison  in  Man,  by  Dr.  Acland ;  J.  S.  Mill's  Philosophy  Tested,  by  Professor 
Jevons  ;  Disestablishment,  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll ;  The  Little  Health  of  Ladies, 
by  Frances  Power  Cobbe ;  China,  England,  and  Opium,  by  Justice  Fry  etc.,  etc. 
February  contains :  Max  Miiller  on  the  Origin  of  Reason ;  Our  Indian  Em- 
pire, by  Sidney  James  Owen ;  The  Provinces  before  the  French  Revolution, 
by  H.  Taine ;  What  is  in  store  for  Europe,  by  Kossuth,  etc.,  etc.  June  contains: 
Facts  of  Indian  Progress,  by  Monier  Williams;  Determinism  and  Moral 
Freedom,  by  Paul  Janet ;  Scottish  Influence  on  English  Theological  Thought,  by 
D.  J.  Vaughan ;  Are  the  Working  Classes  Improvident  1  by  George  How_ell; 
Future  Punishment,  Eternal  Hope,  by  F.  W.  Farrar,  etc.,  etc.  July  contains: 
The  Position  and  Influence  «f  Women  in  Ancient  Greece,  by  Dr.  Donaldson ; 
Roman  Metempsychosis :  a  sequel  to  the  discussion  on  future  punishment,  by 
Francis  Peek ;  Future  of  Judaism,  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Fremantle ;  A  curious  article 
on  a  Secularist  Sunday  Evening,  etc.,  etc.  August  contains :  Max  Miiller  on 
Julius  Mohl ;  Critical  Movement  in  the  Scotch  Free  Church,  by  T.  M.  Lindsav  ; 
The  Early  Roman  Baptismal  Creed,  by  George  Salmon ;  Parochial  Charities  of  the 
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City,  by  "Walter  H.  James ;  Evolution  and  Pantheism,  by  R.  St.  J.  Tyrwhitt,  ; 
Professor  Blackie  on  the  Scot,  etc.,  etc.  September  contains :  Progress  of  Indian 
Religious  Thought,  by  Professor  Monier  Williams ;  Selling  the  rioul,  by  R.  H. 
Home;  Life  of  Jesus  and  Modern  Criticism,  by  Professor  B.  AVeiss;  The  Suu's 
Corona  and  his  spots,  by  R.  A.  Proctor ;  Memoir  of  Charles  Sumner ;  Super- 
natural in  Nature,  etc.,  etc.  The  above  six  numbers  for  1878  free  for  2s.  6d. — 
1879.  February  contains :  A.  K.  Wallace  on  New  Guinea  and  its  Inhabitants ; 


Literary  Chronicles,  by  Profs.  Bonamy  Price,  Cheetham,  S.  R.  Gardiner,  and 
Matthew  Browne,  etc.,  etc.  March  contains :  Belief  in  Christ :  its  relation  to 
miracles  and  to  evolution,  by  J.  LI.  Davies  ;  New  Planets  near  the  Sun,  by  R.  A. 
Proctor ;  Women  in  Ancient  Athens  (Aspasia  and  Sappho),  by  James  Donaldson  ; 
Confession  :  its  Scientific  and  Medical  Aspects,  by  George  Cowell ;  New  Religious 
Movement  in  France,  by  Josephine  E.  Butler,  etc.,  etc.  April  contains :  Car- 
nivorous Plants,  by  Ellice  Hopkins ;  Over-production,  by  Prof.  W.  8.  Aldis ;  Bad 
Trade  and  its  cause,  by  Stephen  Williamson  and  R.  H.  Patterson  ;  Disenclosure  of 
the  "Anglican  Paddock",  by  J.  R.  Prettyman,  etc.,  etc.  May  contains:  The 
Social  Philosophy  and  Religion  of  Comte,  by  Prof.  E.  Caird ;  Prof.  St.  George 
Mivart  on  the  Study  of  Natural  History ;  Commercial  Depression  and  Reciprocity, 
by  Prof.  Bonamy  Price ;  Origen  and  the  beginning  of  Christian  Philosophy,  by 
Canon  Westcott;  Political  Life  in  Germany,  by  Friedrich  von  Schulte,  etc.,  etc. 
June  contains :  Conspiracies  in  Russia,  by  Karl  Blind ;  Barbarisms  of  Civilisation, 
by  Prof.  F.  W.  Newman ;  British  Empire  in  India,  by  J.  von  Dallinger ;  Origin  of 
the  Week,  by  R.  A.  Proctor;  The  New  Bulgaria,  by  an  Eastern  Statesman,  etc.. 
etc.  July  contains:  Benjamin  Franklin,  by  Thomas  Hughes;  The  Last  Jewish 
Revolt,  by  Ernest  Renan ;  Why  is  Pain  a  Mystery  ?  by  J.  Burney  Yeo  ;  What  arc 
Living  Beings  1  by  Prof.  St.  George  Mivart ;  Chloral  and  other  narcotics,  by  Dr. 
B.  W.  Richardson,  etc.,  etc.  August  contains  :  Religious  Condition  of  Germany, 
by  Friedrich  von  Schulte ;  Cheap  Justice,  by  Henry  Crompton  ;  Indian  Religiou« 
Thought,  by  Monier  Williams ;  Progress  of  Education  in  England,  by  F.  Peek  ; 
Conspiracies  in  Russia,  by  Karl  Blind,  etc.,  etc.  September  contains  :  The  First 
Sin  as  Recorded  in  the  Bible  and  in  Ancient  Oriental  Tradition,  by  Francois 
Lenormant ;  Political  and  Intellectual  Life  in  Greece,  by  N.  Kasasis ;  Animals  and 
Plants,  by  Prof.  St.  George  Mivart;  The  Future  of  China,  by  Sir  Walter  H. 
Medhurst;  Problem  of  the  Great  Pyramid,  by  Richard  A.  Proctor,  etc.,  etc. 
October  contains  :  The  Supreme  God  in  the  Indo-European  Mythology,  by  James 
Darmestater;  Forms  and  Colors  of  Living  Creatures,  by  Prof.  Mivart;  Moral 
Limits  of  Benefa'cial  Commerce,  by  F.  W.  Newman ;  India  and  Afghanistan,  by 
Lieut.-Col.  R.  D.  Osborn ;  Myths  of  the  Sea  and  the  River  of  Death,  by  C.  F. 
Keary,  etc.,  etc.  November  contains :  Max  Mtiller  on  Freedom  ;  The  Ancient 
Regime  and  the  Revolution  in  France,  by  Prof,  von  Sybel ;  The  Deluge  :  its  Tra- 
ditions in  Ancient  Nations,  by  Francois  Lenormant ;  What  is  the  Actual  Condition 
of  Ireland  2  by  E.  Stanley  Robertson ;  Suspended  Animation,  by  R.  A.  Proctor, 
etc.,  etc.  The  above  ten  numbers  for  1879  free  for  3s.  8d. 1880.  January  con- 
tains :  England  in  the  Eighteenth  Century,  by  Karl  Hillebrand  ;  Landlords  and 
Land  Laws,  by  J.  S.  Blackie;  Herbert  Spencer  on  the  Data  of  Ethics  ;  Relation 
of  Animals  and  Plants  to  Time,  by  St.  George  Mivart ;  Philosophy  in  the  Last 
Forty  Years,  by  Hermann  Lotxe,  etc.,  etc.  February  contains :  C.  B.  Radcliffe  on 
the  Pedigree  of  Man ;  Geography  of  Living  Creatures,  by  St.  George  Mivart ; 
Forgotten  Aspects  of  the  Irish  Question,  by  Malcolm  MacColl ;  Usury  ;  Contem- 
porary Life  and  Thought  in  Turkey,  etc.,  etc.  March  contains :  The  Vernacular 
Press  of  India,  by  Roper  Lethbridge ;  Hellenic  and  Christian  Views  of  Beauty,  by 
the  Rev.  R.  St.  J.  Tyrwhitt;  A  Sequel  to  the  "  Pedigree  of  Man",  by  Dr.  Rad- 
cliffe ;  Duration  of  Parliaments,  by  W.  R.  Cassels,  etc.,  etc.  April  contains : 
Society  of  the  Future,  by  Rev.  M.  Kaufmann  ;  The  Genealogies  between  Adam 
and  the  Deluge,  by  F.  Lenormant ;  Personal  Property,  Debt  and  Interest,  by  F. 
W.  Newman  ;  Relations  of  Living  Beings  to  One  Anptuer,  by  St.  George  Mivart ; 
Max  Muller  and  Mill  on  Liberty;  History  of  Rent  in  England,  by  J.  E.  Thorold 
Rogers,  etc.,  etc.  May  contains :  The  Gospel  of  Evolution,  by  Dr.  Elam  ;  Dalton- 
ism, by  W.  Pole ;  Eleusinian  Mysteries,  by  F.  Lenormant ;  International  Novelists 
and  Mr.  Howells,  by  Mrs.  S.  Orr,  etc.,  etc.  June  contains  :  Mr.  Ruskin's  Public 
Letters ;  The  French  Republic  and  the  Church,  by  E.  Scherer ;  Ellice  Hopkins  on 
Ants ;  Greek  Christian  Inscriptions,  by  George  T.  Stokes ;  The  Age  of  Balzac,  by 
W.  S.  Lilly,  etc.,  etc.  July  contains  :  Karl  Hillebrand  on  the  Sources  of  German 
Discontent ;  From  Faust  to  Mr.  Pickwick,  by  Matthew  Browne  ;  The  Indian 
Dilemma,  by  Major  Grey  ;  A  Few  Weeks  on  the  Continent,  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll, 
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etc.,  etc.  August  contains :  International  Morality,  by  the  Rev.  J.  LI.  Davies; 
River  Water,  Sea  Water,  and  Rock  Salt,  by  Justus  Roth  ;  Missing  Millions,  by 
Lieut.-Col.  Osbprn ;  Rent,  by  Prof.  Bon.  Price ;  Belgium  :  the  Problem  of  Liberty  in 
Catholic  Counties,  by  John  Rae  ;  Comparative  JEsthetics,  by  Vernon  Lee,  etc.,  etc. 
September  contains :  Unity  of  Nature,  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll ;  Future  of  Canada, 
by  George  Anderson ;  Apprenticeship  of  the  Future,  by  Prof.  Sylvanus  P.  Thom- 
son; Heinrich  Heine, by  Charles  Grant,  etc.,  etc.  October  contains:  Man's  Place 
in  Nature,  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll ;  Why  Keep  India,  by  Grant  Allen ;  Through 
Siberia,  by  Rev.  H.  Landsdell ;  Theology  and  Materialism,  by  Justice  Fry  :  Primi- 
tive Religion,  by  John  Rae;  Origin  of  Music,  by  J.  F.  Rowbotham,  etc.,  etc. 
November  contains :  Animal  Instinct  in  Relation  to  Mind  of  Man,  by  Duke  of 
Argyll ;  Nationalisation  of  the  Land,  by  A.  R.  Wallace  ;  Relation  of  Christian  Be- 
lief to  National  Life,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Baldwin  Brown ;  Old  and  New  Japan,  by  Sir 
R.  Alcock,  etc.,  etc.  Decenibsr  contains  :  The  Duke  of  Argyll  on  the  Limits  of 
Human  Knowledge ;  Nihilism  in  Russia,  by  Rev.  J.  Kaufmann ;  What  is  the  House 
of  Lords  ?  by  Prof.  Bon.  Price ;  Pusey  on  Everlasting  Punishment ;  Land 
League  and  its  Work,  by  T.  P.  O'Connor,  etc.,  etc.  The  complete  set  for  1880  free 
for  4s.  4d. 

Conway,  Moncure  D. — 

Republican  Superstitions.    (Published  at  7s.  6d.)    Is.  6d.    P.  3d. 

Human  Sacrifices  in  England.  64  pp.  (published  at  Is.)  3d. 
P.  Id. 

Demonology  and  Devil  Lore.  2  vols.,  royal  8vo,  with  65  illustra- 
tions (published  at  £1  8s.),  £1.  Free  by  parcels  post,  £1  Os.  9d. 

Corvicheo,   R  — The     Phi'osophy   of    all    Possible    Revelations. 
Crown  8vo,  stiff  paper  covets,  300  pp.,  9d.     P.  4^d. 

Curwen,  H. — A  History  of  Booksellers,  Old  and  New.     Numerous 
Portraits  and  Illustrations.     8vo,  483  pp.,  2s.  6d.     P.  4|d. 

Davies,  Rev.  J.  LI.,  M.A.— 

Forgiveness  after  Death.     40  pp.,  Id.     P.  Jd. 

Davies,  Rev.  Dr.  Maurice — 

Orthodox  London.  TA'O  volumes  bound  in  one.  Contains:  The 
Rev.  H.  R.  HAWEIS — Father  STANTON — Mr.  FORREST — Rev.  T. 
TEIGNMOUTH  SHORE — Mr.  LLEWELLYX  DAVIES — Mr.  MAGUIRE 
—Dean  STANLEY — Canon  LIDDON — Canon  MILLER — Mr.  STOP- 
FORD  BROOKE — Midnight  Mass — Archbishop  of  York — Bishop 
of  London — Bishop  of  Manchester — Bishop  of  Lincoln — etc., 
etc.  458  pages  (published  originally  in  Two  Volumes  at  28s.) 
2s.  6d.  P.  4£d. 

Dean,  J.  A. — 

Political  Rights :  How  acquired,  retained,  or  forfeited ;  with  a 
sketch  of  such  rights  under  ancient  and  modern  Republics. 
Crown  8vo,  368  pp.,  cloth  gilt,  Is.  6d.,  boards,  Is.     P.  4^d. 
Direy  (L.)  and  A.  Foggo — 

English  Grammar.     136  pp.  (published  at  3s.),  6d.     P.  2|d. 

Direy,  L. — Latin  Grammar.    179pp.  (published  at  4s.),  6d.    P.  2d. 

Drew,  Frederic — 

The  Northern  Barrier  of  India.  A  popular  account  of  the  Jum- 
moo  and  Kashmir  Territories.  With  maps  and  illustrations. 
Cloth,  8vo,  336  pp.  (published  at  12s.),  3s.  P.  4£d. 

Duffield,  A.  J.— 

Prospects  of  Peru.  The  end  of  the  Guano  Age,  and  a  descrip- 
tion thereof.  With  some  account  of  the  Guano  deposits  and 
"nitrate"  plains.  Cloth,  120  pp.,  6d.  P.  2d. 
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Dyas,  Capt  R.  H. — 

The  Upas :  a  vision  of  the  rise,   reign,   and  decay  oi  Supersti- 
tion.    Published  at  10s.,  reduced  to  2s.  6d.     P.  4^d. 
Eades,  H.  L.— Shaker  Theology.     2s.    P.  4|d.     • 

Ellis,  A.  J.— 

The  Dyer's  Hand ;  preceded  by  "The  Way  to  God".  Post  free,  2cl. 

Emmett's  Life,  Id.     Post  free  l|-d. 

Espinasse,    F. — 

Voltaire  :  his  Life  and  Times.  1694  to  1726.  620  pp.  (pub- 
lished at  14s.),  2s.  6d.  P.  6d. 

Facts  and    Figures,   Important   events   in  History,   Geography, 
Literature,     Biography,      Ecclesiastical       History,     etc.,     etc. 
Arranged  in  classified  chronological  order.     Post  free  6d. 

Farrer,  J.  A. — 

Crimes  and  Punishments.  Including  a  new  translation  of  Bec- 
caria's  ' '  Dei  Delitte  e  Delle  Pene ' ' .  Cloth,  8vo,  250  pp.  (pub- 
lished at  6s.),  price  Is.  6d.  P.  4|d. 

Fate  of  the  Peers,  The,  or  a  few  words  with  ' '  Our  Old  Nobility  ' ' . 
With  cartoon,  crown  8vo,  32  pp.,  Id.     P.  |d. 

Frankland,  Rev.  B.,  B.A. — 

The  Age  and  the  Gospel.     A  controversial  book  on  the  'Christian 

side.     303  pp.,  2s.     P.  4jd. 

Freeman,  Dr.  E.  A. — Political  Catechism.     Id.     P.  |d. 
Gebler,  Carl  von — Galileo  Galilei.     4s.     P.  6d. 
Gladstone  and  Beaconsfleld.     132  pp.,  3d.     P.  Id. 
Glennie,  John  Stuart,  M.A. — 

In  the  Morning  Land.  Containing  precisely  the  same  mattor 
as  "  Isis  and  Osiris",  now  out  of  print.  3s.  P.  6d. 

Golden  Library  Series,  The. — The  Book  of  Clerical  Anec- 
dotes—Emerson's Letters  and  Social  Aims — Godwin's  (William) 
Lives  of  the  Necromancers — Holmes'  Autocrat  of  the  Break- 
fast Table — Holmes'  Professor  at  the  Breakfast  Table — Hood'.s 
Whims  and  Oddities,  complete  with  all  the  original  illustrations 
— Irving' s  (Washington)  Tales  of  a  Traveller- — Jesse's  (Edward; 
Scenes  and  occupations  of  Country  Life — Leigh  Hunt's  Essays 
— Mallory's  (Sir  Thos.)  Mort  d' Arthur  :  the  Stcries  of  King- 
Arthur  and-the  Knights  of  the  Round  Table  ;  edited  by  B.  Mont- 
gomejy  Rankin — Pope's  Complete  Poetical  Works — Rochefou- 
cauld's Maxims  and  Moral  Reflections,  with  notes  and  introduc- 
tory essay  by  Sainte-Beuve — St.  Pierre's  Paul  and  Virginia,  and 
the  Indian  Cottage ;  edited,  with  life,  by  the  Rev.  E.  Clarke ; 
both  series  complete  in  one  volume.  Reduced  to  Is.  each,  by  post 
3d.  extra,  or  four  can  be  sent  by  parcels  post  for  4s.  6d. 

Goodwin,  C.  "W.,  M.A. — 

Story  of  Saneha.  An  Egyptian  tale  of  4000  years  ago.  Pub- 
lished at  2s.  6d.,  post  free. 

Groome,  W.,  M.A.,  etc. — 

Concise  Tables  for  Chemical  Analysis.  Bound  in  limp  cloth, 
Demy  8vo,  4d.  Post  free.  Musical  Harmony.  3d.  P.  Id. 
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Gubernatis,  Angelo  de— 

Zoological  Mythology  ;  or,  the  Legends  of  Animals.  Two  vols., 
8vo,  pp.  xxvi.  and  432,  and  vii.  and  442,  cloth  (published  at 
£1  8s.),  i-educed  to  12s.  6d.  Free  by  postal  parcel,  13s.  An 
important  contribution  to  the  study  of  the  comparative  myth- 
ology of  the  Indo- Germanic  nations. 

Half-Hours   with   Freethinkers — Shelley,  Lord  Bolingbroke, 

and  Paine.     The  three  post  free  2d. 
Hall,  W.  H.  (Bullock)  — 

Gleanings  in  Ireland   after  the  Land  Acts.   With  map.     Cloth 

8vo,  115pp.,  Is.     P.  3d. 
Hamilton,  C. — 

Oriental  Zigzag.     Wanderings  in  Syria,   Moab,  Abyssinia,  and 

Egypt.     Handsomely  illustrated.     304  pp.,  2s.  6d.     P.  4£d. 
Hawley,  J.  H.— First  Book  of  English  Grammar.  Cioth,  3d.  P.  Id. 
Health  Lectures — 

Defective  Drainage  as  a  Cause  of  Disease,  by  J.  Makinson  Fox  ; 
Clothing,  by  John  Haddon,  M.D.  ;  Good  Nursing  and  it«  Im- 
portance in  the  Treatment  of  Disease,  by  J.  A.  Irwin,  M.D. ; 
The  House,  by  Henry  Simpson,  M.D. ;  Infant  Feeding  in  Re- 
lation to  Infant  Mortality,  by  Henry  Ashby,  M.D.  ;  Sick 
Nursing  amongst  the  Poor,  by  C.  J.  Culling  worth.  These  Six 
Pamphlets  containing  invaluable  information  for  the  Preven- 
tion and  Cure  of  Disease,  will  be  sent  post  free  for  7d. 
Heine,  H. — 

Ludwig  Borne.    Recollections  of  a  Revolutionist.    Abridged  and 

translated  by  T.  S.  Egan.     Is.     P.  3d. 
English  Fragments,  from  the  German.     Translated  by  S.  Norris. 

Cloth,  6d.     P.  2£d. 
Helps,  Sir  A. — Animals  and  their  Masters.     Cloth    gilt,    220  pp. 

(published  at  4s.  6d.),  Is.  6d.  P.  3d. 
Hill,  S.— Egypt  and  Syria.  3s.  P.  6d. 
Hoare,  E.  N.,  M.A.,  Dean  of  Waterford— 

Exotics ;  or,  English  words  from  Latin  poets.  Post  8vo,  334 
pp.,  with  thoroughly  complete  index,  Is.  6d.  P.  4^d. 

Holyoake,  G.  J.— 

Child's  reading  book,  Id.     The  social  means  of  promoting  Tem- 
perance, with  remarks  on  errors  in  its  advocacy.   Public  lessons 
of  the  Hangman.     The  lot,  post  free,  3d. 
Hone,  W.— 

The  Apocryphal  New  Testament,  being  all  the  Gospels,  Epistles, 
etc.,  attributed  to  Christ,  his  Apostles,  and  their  companions  in 
the  first  four  centuries  of  the  Christian  era.  2s.  6d.  P.  4|d. 

Ancient  Mysteries  Described.     With  Engravings,  2s.  6d.  P.  4£d. 

Honved,  A. — 

Sketches  of  the  Hungarian  Emigration  into  Turkey,  6d.     P.  l^d. 

Howell,  G.— 

Capital  and  Labor.  Including  chapters  on  the  history  of  Guilds, 
Trades'  Unions,  Apprentices,  Technical  Education,  Intimida- 
tion and  Picketing,  Restraints  on  Trade ;  Strikes — their  Ob- 
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jects,  Aims,  and  Results ;  Trade  Councils,  Arbitration,  Co- 
operation, Friendly  Societies,  the  Labor  Laws,  etc.  2s.  P.  4-^d. 
Hughan,  Samuel— Hereditary  Peers  and  Hereditary  Paupers  : 

the  two  extremes  of  English  Society.     152  pp.,  large  8vo,  well 

printed  and  neatly  bound,  Is.     P.  3d. 

Hugo,  Victor,  and  Garibaldi — Political  Poems.     Post  free.  Id. 

Imperial  Parliament  Series- 
Women's  Suffrage.     By  Mrs.  Ashton  Dilke.     With  preface  by 

W.  Woodall,  M.P.,  and 

Leasehold  Enfranchisement.     By  Henry  Broadhurst,  M.P.,  and 
Robert  T.  Reid,  M.P.     In  uniform  crown  8vo  vols.,  bound  in 
red  cloth,  6d.  each.     P.  2d.     The  two  post  free,  Is.  3d. 
Ingleby,  C.  M.,  M.A.— 

Outlines  of  Theoretical  Logic.     Cloth,  88  pp.,  6d.     P.  l|d. 
Jackson,  Mrs.  W.  S. — 

A  Century  of  Dishonor ;  a  sketch  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment's dealings  with  some  of    the   North  American  Tribes. 
Cloth,  8vo,  457  pp.  (published  at  7s.  6d.),  2s.     P.  4^d. 
Jagor,  F.— 

Travels  in  the  Philippines.     Numerous  illustrations  and  Maps. 

370  pp.,  handsomely  bound  (published  at  16s.),  3s.     P.  6d. 
Kane,  Sir  Robert  M.D.,  etc., — 

Elements  of  Chemistry,  Theoretical  and  Practical,  including  the 
most  recent  discoveries  and  applications  of  the  science  to  medi- 
cine and  pharmacy,  to  agriculture,  and  to  manufacture.  Illus- 
trated by  230  woodcuts,  with  copious  index.  Second  edition. 
Cloth,  royal  8vo,  1069  pp.,  3s.  6d.  P.  7id. 

Kant,  Cousin's  Philosophy  of.     With  a  Sketch  of  Kant's  Life  and 
Writings.     By  A.  G-.  Henderson.     194  pp.,  neatly  bound  (pub- 
lished at  6s.),  2s.  6d.     P.  4jd. 
Kossuth,  Louis — 

Memories  of  my  Exile.     A  complete  history  of  the  origin  of  the 

Italian  War  of  1859.     Cloth,  446  pp.,  2s.  6d.     P.  4£d. 
Laming,  R. — 

The  Spirituality  of  Causation.  A  scientific  hypothesis.  Cloth 
gilt,  116pp.,  9d.  P.  3d. 

Lamon,  W. — 

Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Portraits.  Cloth,  pp.  546.    5s.    P.  7|d. 

Latham,  R.  G. — 

Russian  and  Turk.  From  a  Geographical,  Ethnological,  and 
Historical  point  of  view.  Cloth,  gilt,  434  pp.  3s.  P.  6d. 

Legge,  Alfred  Owen — 

Growth  of   the  Temporal  Power  of  the  Papacy.     A  historical 
review,  with  observations  upon  "The  Council  of  the  Vatican  ". 
Cloth,  8vo,  316  pp.,  Is.  6d.     P.  4^d. 
Levi,  Leone— Work  and  Pay.     3d.     P.  Id. 
Linton,  Mrs.  E.  Lynn — 

Witch  Stories.  A  history  of  the  witches  of  Scotland  and  Eng- 
land from  1479  to  1751.  320  pp.,  Is.  6d.  P.  3d. 
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Maccall,  Win. — 

Christian  Legends.     Cloth,  8vo,  320  pp.,  Is.  6d.     P.  4|d. 

MacColl,  Bev.  M.,  M.A.— 

Three  years  of  the  Eastern  Question.     Cloth,  8vo,  302  pp.  (pub- 
lished at  5s.),  Is.  6d.     P.  4£d. 
Mackay,  B.  W.,  M.A.,— 

Rise  and  progress  of  Christianity,  cloth,  324  pp.  (published  at 
10s.  6d.),  2s.  6d.  P.  4|d. 

The  Etemal  Gospel ;  or,  the  Idea  of  Christian  Perfectibility. 
(Published  at  2s.  by  Thomas  Scott.)  In  two  parts,  3d.  each, 
in  all,  6d.  P.  2d. 

Malan,  Bev.  S.  C.,  D.D. — 

Select  Readings  in  the  Greek  Text  of  S.  Matthew,  lately  pub- 
lished by  Rev.  Drs.  Westcott  and  Hort.  With  a  P.S.  on  "The 
Revisers  and  the  Greek  Text  of  the  New  Testament  ".  72  pp. 
in  wrapper  (published  at  2s.)  3d.  P.  Id. 

Mansel,  Professor — 

Philosophy  of  the  Conditioned  :  with  criticisms  on  Mill's  Exami- 
nation of  Sir  "W.  Hamilton's  Philosophy.     2s.     P.  3d. 
Manual,  A  Practical,  of  the  Law  of  Sales  of  Food,  Drinks,  and 
Medicines,  by  a  Barrister  and  Magistrate.      Stiff  paper  cover, 

post  8vo,  80  pp.  (published  at  2s.),  3d.     P.  Id. 
McCosh,  Bev.  Prof.  J.,  LL.D. — 

The  Association  of  Ideas,  and  its  influence  on  the  training  of 
the  Mind.  36  pp.,  wrapper,  Id.  P.  ^d. 

Melancholy  Anatomised.  Showing  its  Causes,  Consequences, 
and  Cure.  Also  giving  the  definition,  atfection,  matter,  and 
species  of  melancholy,  and  dealing  with  love  and  religious 
melancholies.  With  anecdotal  illustrations  drawn  from  Ancient 
and  Modern  Sources.  Founded  chiefly  on  Burton's  celebrated 
work.  Crown  8vo,  300  pp.,  beautifully  printed  on  toned  paper, 
prettily  bound,  Is.  P.  3d. 

Men  of  the  Third  Bepublic.— Cloth,  8vo,  384pp.,  Is.  6d.  P.  4|d. 

Mitra,  Bajendralala,  LL.D.,  C.I.E. — 

Indo-Aryans :  Contributions  towards  the  Elucidation  of  their 
Ancient  and  Mediaeval  History. 

Portion  of  Contents :  Origin  of  Indian  architecture  —Principles  of  Indian  temple 
architecture — Indian  sculpture — Dress  and  ornament  in  ancient  India—  Furni- 
ture, domestic  utensils,  musical  instruments,  arms,  horses  and  cars  in  ancient 
India — Beef  in  ancient  India — Spirituous  drinks  in  ancient  India — A  picnic  in 
ancient  India — On  human  sacrifice  among  the  Athenians — On  the  Indian  Styx 
and  its  ferriage — An  imperial  coronation  in  ancient  India — On  human  sacrifices 
in  ancient  India — Funeral  ceremony  in  ancient  India — On  the  supposed  identity 
of  the  Greeks  with  the  Yavanas  of  the  Sanskrit  writers— On  the  Pala  and  the 
Sena  dynasties  of  Bengal — On  the  peculiarities  of  the  GAthft  dialect— On  the 
Eishya  of  the  Aitareya  Brahmana — On  the  origin  of  the  Hindi  language  and  its 
relation  to  the  Urdu  dialect — Vestiges  of  the  kings  of  Gwalior—  Bhoja  RajA  of 
Dhar  and  of  his  homonyms — Early  life  of  As'oka — The  primitive  Aryans — Ori- 
gin of  the  Sanskrit  alphabet,  etc. 

Numerous    illustrations,  and   very   copious  index.     Cloth,  new, 

uncut,  2  handsome  vols.,  8vo,  (pub.  at  36s.),  7s.  6d.     P.  7Jd. 
MODERN    REVIEW.— In  good  condition ;   4d.  per  copy,  postage  3d. 

18*! :    January    contains :     Churches    established     and     non-established,    br 
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Dr.  G.  Vance  Smith;  Herbert  Spencer's  Data  of  Ethics,  by  J.  T.  Bixby; 
Religious  instruction  in  schools,  by  J.  H.  Smith ;  Richard  Cobden,  by  S. 
.•Ufred  Steinthal ;  Moral  influence  of  the  Christian  pulpit,  by  J.  Drammond,  et '., 
ft-c.  April  contains :  Eeclesiastes,  by  T.  Tyler ;  Materialism,  by  Mr.  Justice 
iMchmond;  The  seven  (Ecumenical  Councils,  by  Dr.  J.  Hunt;  Rhys  Davids' 
ITibbert  lectures ;  Jane  Austen  and  Charlotte  Bronte,  by  A.  Armitt ;  Darwinism 
and  religion,  by  H.  W.  Ci-osskey,  etc.,  etc.  1883  :  January  contains  :  The  litera- 
ture of  Israel,  by  P.  H.  Wicksteed ;  Natural  religion ;  Progress  and  poverty,  by 
li.Sarson;  Abolition  of  judicial  oaths,  by  C.  C.  Coe,  etc.,  etc.  April  cont:iin<  : 
( 'atholic  Church  in  France,  by  a  French  Catholic  priest ;  Deuteronomy,  by  Prof. 
.1.  E.  Carpenter;  Overstrain  in  education,  by  R.  A.  Armstrong;  Correspondenc 
of  Carlyle  and  Emerson  ;  Man  and  his  relatives :  a  question  of  morality,  by  A. 
Armitt. ;  Memory  and  personal  identity,  by  the  Hon.  Roden  Noel,  etc.,  etc. 

Monteil,  Edgar — Catechisme  d'un  Libre  Penseur.     Is.     P.  3d. 
Morley,  John — 

Diderot  and  the  Encyclopaedists,  8s.     P.  4*d. 

Rousseau.     2  vols.  (published  at  24s.),  7s.  6d.     P.  7|d. 
Motley,  J.  liOthrop  (Author  of  "  Dutch  Republic  ")— 

Democracy :    the  Climax  of  Political   Progress  and   Destiny  of 

Advanced  Races.     Demy  8vo,  32  pp.,  2d.     P.  ^d. 
Nayler,  B.  S. — The  Sabbath  question.  4to,  64  pp.,  2d.,  post  free  3d. 
Nicholson,  N.  A.,  M.A  ,  Trin.  Coll.,  Oxon. — 

The  Science  of  Exchanges.     Is.     P.  3d. 

Nulty,  A. — Land  Agitation  in  Ireland.     2d. 

O'Keefe,  Father— 

Ultramontanirtm  v.  civil  and  religious  liberty.  Demy  Svo,  270 
pp.,  Is.  P.  4|d. 

O'Kelly,  E.  de  Pentheny— 

Theology  for  the  people.     Cloth  gilt,  9d.     P.  3d. 
Owen,  Robert  D. — 

Lecture  on  Consistency.  Situations — lawyers,  clergy,  physicians, 
men  and  women.  Id.  each,  post  frae. 

Ozanam,  A.  Frederic — 

History  of  Civilisation  in  the  fifth  century.  Translated  from 
the  French  by  ASHLEY  C.  GLYNN,  B.A.  2  vols.  in  one,  470  pp., 
an  excellent  work,  2s.  6d.  P.  4^d. 

Paine,  Thomas — 

Political  pamphlets — "Decline  and  fall  of  the  English  system 
of  Finance"  ;  "Piiblic  good"  ;  "Letters  to  the  citizens  of 
America"  ;  "Agrarian  Justice  opposed  to  Agrarian  Law  and 
Agrarian  Monopoly,  with  a  plan  for  creating  a  National  Fund  "  ; 
'•Dissertations  o/i  the  first  principles  of  Government".  The 
five  free  for  6d. 

Paris,  Comte  de — 

The  Trades  Unions  of  England.  Translated  by  Nassau  J.  Senior. 
Edited  by  Thomas  Hughes,  M.P.  (Published  at  7s.  6d.)  2s.  P.  3d. 

Paton,  A.  A. — 

A  history  of   the  Egyptian  Revolution,  from  the  period  of  the 
Mamelukes  to  the  death  of  Mohammed  Ali.     2  vols.,  cloth, 
published  at  18s.,  now  reduced  to  5s.     P.  7£d. 
Peasant's  Home,  The. — Showing  progress  of  agricultural  laborers 

frbm  1760  to  1865.     Crown  Svo,  136  pp.,  6d.     P.  3d. 
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Poetic  Treasures ;  or,  passages  from  the  Poets. — Chronn. 
logically  arranged  from  John  Harbour  and  Geoffrey  Chaucer  in 
the  early  part  of  the  14th  century  to  Algernon  Swinburne- 
644  pp.,*3s.  6d.  P.  4id. 

POPULAR  SCIENCE  REVIEW.-(Hlustrated  by  the  best  Artists.) 
Only  the  following:  numbers  now  to  be  had.  Price  3d.  per  number  (published 
at  2s.  Gd.),  post.  3d.  The  eight  numbers  for  2s.  9d.  Any  five  number?)  tier 
for  Is.  9d.  1879.  January  contains :  Self-fertilisation  of  Plants,  by  Rev. 
G.  Henslow ;  Oldest  Mountain  in  England,  by  C.  Callaway ;  Electric  Light,  by 
W.  H.  Stone ;  Origin  of  Tarns,  by  J.  C.  Ward  :  Gap  between  the  Chalk  anil 
Eocene  in  England  and  the  Upper  Cretaceous  Floras,  by  J.  8.  Gardner,  etc., 
with  illustrations.  April  contains  :  Evolution  of  the  Elements  by  M.  M.  P.  Muir  ; 
Structure  and  Origin  of  the  Limestones,  by  H.  C.  Sorby ;  Supposed  New  Crater 
on  the  Moon,  by  E.  Neison ;  Entomology,  by  W.  8.  Dallas ;  Sources  and  Uses  of 
Iron  Pyrites,  by  J.  A.  Phillips,  etc.,  with  fine  plates.  July  contains  :  The  Birth, 
Life  and  Death  of  a  Storm,  by  Robert  H.  Scott ;  Extinct  Animals  of  the  Colonies 
of  Great  Britain,  by  Prof.  Richard  Owen ;  The  Silurian,  Devonian,  and  Carboni- 
ferous Rocks  in  the  London  Area,  by  R.  Etheridge ;  Is  Nest-building  an  Instinct 
in  Birds,  by  Benj.  T.  Lowne;  Light-emitting  Animals,  by  Prof.  P.  M.  Duncan, 
«tc.,  most  interesting  plates.  October  contains  :  Geysers,  Hot  Springs,  and  Ter- 
races of  New  Zealand,  by  J.  Martin ;  Jade  and  Kindred  Stones,  by  F.  W.  Rudler ; 
American  Dredgings  in  the  Caribbean  Sea,  by  A.  Agassiz  ;  The  Most  Powerful 
Telescope  in  Existence,  by  E.  Neison ;  Flight  and  its  Imitation,  by  Fred.  W.  Brearjv 

etc.,  illustrated. 1880.    January  contains:    Law  of  Association  in  the  Animal 

Kingdom,  by  M.  Edm.  Perrier ;  Argentine  Republic,  by  Chas.  Oxlond ;  Meteors, 
by  W.  F.  Denning;  The  Dinosauria,  by  Prof.  H.  G.  Seeley,  etc.,  excellent  plates. 
A'pril  contains  :  The  Threshold  of  Evolution,  by  Surgeon-Major  Wallich  ;  Arti- 
ficial Diamonds,  by  F.  W.  Rudler  ;  Chamseleons,  by  Prof.  J.  Roay  Greene ;  The 
New  Chemistry,  by  M.  M.  P.  Muir ;  Classification  of  the  Tertiary  Deposits,  by 
Prof.  John  "W.  Judd,  etc.,  interesting  illustrations.  July  contains :  Climbing 
Plants,  by  Francis  Darwin ;  On  the  Influence  of  Electricity  in  the  Formation  of 
Rocks,  by  M.  F.  de  Castro  ;  Feather  Stars,  Recent  and  Fossil,  by  P.  H.  Carpenter ; 
Sunspots  and  British  Weather,  by  W.  L.  Dallas ;  Hardening  and  Tempering  of 
Steel,  etc.,  beautiful  plates.  October  contains  :  Opinions  of  Voltaire  and  Laplace 
regarding  Geology,  by  Prof .  P.M.  Duncan;  A  Large  Crater,  by  Prof .  John  Milne ; 
Infusoria  as  Parasites,  by  W.  S.  Kent ;  The  August  Meteors,  by  W.  F.  Denning, 
etc.,  with  good  illustrations. 

Portraits — handsome,  fit  for  framing,  of  John  Bright,  Gladstone, 
and  Beaconsfield,  6d.  each. 

Preston,  S.  Tolver — 

I.  Social  Relations  of  the  Sexes  ;  II.  Science  and  Sectarian  Re- 
ligion ;  III.  Scientific  Basis  of  Personal  Responsibility :  IV. 
Evolution  and  Female  Education.  Cloth,  8vo,  80pp.,  6d.  P.  2d. 

Priestley,  Joseph. — The  life  and  writings  of.     Id. 

Hae,  W.  Eraser— 

Facts  about  Manitoba.      Reprinted,   with  additions,  from  the 

Time/I.     With  two  maps,  3d.     P.  1W.     Useful  to  emigrants. 
Ramage,  C.  T.,  LL.D.— 

The  Nooks  and  By-ways  of  Italy.     Wanderings  in  search  of  its 
ancient  remains  and  modern  superstitions.     Crown  8vo,  cloth, 
314  pp.  (published  at  10s.  6d.),  Is.  6d.     P.  4£d. 
Reade,  Winwood— The  Outcast,  Is.  6d.    P.  3d. 
Readings  for  Travellers. — 4  vols.     6d.  each.     P.   l^d.     Can  be 

bought  separately. 

Reclus,  E.— History  of  a  mountain.     Cloth,  gilt,  3s.  6d.     P.  4 id. 
Reichenbach,  O. — 

Configuration  of  the  Earth  and  the  Evolution  of  its  Mechanical 
Causes.  100  pp.,  8vo,  3d.  P.  2d. 


Beville,  Albert— 

Apollonius  of  Tyana,  the  Pagin  Christ.  112  pp.  Limp  cloth. 
6d.  P.  2d. 

Robertson,  J.  (of  Cupar- Angus) — 

The  Finding  of  the  Book.     An  essay  on  the  origin  of  the  Dogma 
of  Infallibility.     This  is  the  important  work  which  provoked 
the  famous  heresy  prosecution.     Published  at  2s.     Post  free  Is. 
Boscoe,  W. — 

Life  and  Pontificate  of  Leo  X.  Neatly  bound,  pp.  425,  Is. 
P.  2£d. 

Bossel,  Capt.  L.  N. — 

Posthumous  papers.  Including  letters  to  Gambetta  and  others, 
1871.  Pp.  294.  Is.  P.  3d. 

S.,  C.  V. — Letters  to  and  from  Home  in  the  years  A.D.  61,   62, 
and  63.     Translated.     Cloth,  8vo,  69  pp.,  6d.     P.  2d. 

Salamanca,  Don  Felix  de — 

The  Philosophy  of  Handwriting.  With  fac-simile  autographs 
of  distinguished  authors,  artists,  statesmen,  journalists,  etc., 
etc.  Cloth,  8vo,  153pp.  (published  at  4s.  6d.),  price  Is.  P.  3d. 

Salvator  of  Austria,  Archduke  Ludwig — 

Caravan  route  between  Egypt   and  Syria.     With  23  full-page 
illustrations  by  the  author,  demy  8vo,  cloth  extra  (published  at 
7s.  6d.)  3s.  P/4|d. 
Samson.  Gr.  W. — 

The  English  Revisers'  Greek  Text  shown  to  be  unauthorised,  ex- 
cept by  Egyptian  copies  discarded  by  Greeks,  and  opposed 
to  Historic  Texts  of  all  ayes  and  churches.  Paper,  132  pp., 
6d.  P.  2d. 

Sane  Patient — 

Experiences  in  a  lunatic  asylum.     Cloth,  167  pp.,  Is.  6d.     P  3d. 

Sangster,  J. — 

Rights  and  duties  of  Property.  Plan  for  paj-ing  off  the  National 
Debt.  The  Land  Question.  Cloth,  260  pp.,  6d.  P.  3d. 

Satan  :  His  existence  disproved.     Id.     P.  ^d. 

Scott,  Thomas- 
English  Life  of  Jesus.     Cloth,  349  pp.     2s.  6d.     P.  4^d. 

Scottish  Border  Minstrelsy  (Collected  by  Sir   Walter  Scott)—- 
Half-calf,  gilt.     3s.     P.  4|d. 

Shadwell,  J.  L.— 

Political  Economy  for  the  People.     Cloth,  154  pp..  6d.     P.  2d. 

Shelley,  P.  B.— 

The  Poet  of  Atheism  and  Democracy.     Two  volumes,  each  com- 
plete in  itself.     Later  Poems.     Posthumous  Poems.     Is.  each. 
The  two  volumes  by  parcels  post,  2s.  Sd. 
Simon,  Collyns,  Hon.  LL.D.— 

Solar  Illumination  of  the  Solar  System.  Cloth  8vo,  219  pp.,  Is. 
P.  3*d. 
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Smith,  Adam — 

Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Causes  of  the  Wealth  of  Nation" 
Cloth  8vo,  780  pp.,  2s.  P.  4Jd. 

Smith,  Arthur — 

Political  Economy  Examined  and  Explained.  Containing  an  ex- 
plication of  that  which  the  public  understand  by  the  words 
wealth,  value,  and  capital.  Cloth  gilt,  196  pp.,  Is.  P.  3d. 

Smith,  Sydney — 

Essays.  Reprinted  from  the  Edinburgh  Revieiv,  1802 — 1818. 
Pp.  508,  cloth  8vo,  2s.  P.  4jd.  Contains  the  famous  essay 
against  the  Society  for  Suppression  of  Vice. 

Sonnenschein,  A. — 

Educational  Code  Reform,  being  a  comparison  between  fifteen 
foreign  codes  and  the  English  code.  With  a  letter  from  A.  J. 
Mundella,  M.P.  162  pp.  Reduced  to  3d.,  post  free. 

Stapleton,  A.  A. — 

The  Foreign  policy  of  Great  Britain,  from  1790  to  1865.  Demy 
8vo,  300  pp.  2s.  P.  4jd. 

Sullivan,  Sir  Edward — 

The  Princes  of  India :  an  historical  narrative  of  the  principal 
events  from  the  invasion  of  Mahmoud  of  Ghizni  to  that  cf 
Nadir  Shah.  With  sketch  map  of  India.  Cloth,  552  pp. 
(published  at  8s.  6d.),  2s.  P.  4|d. 

Survival,  The,  with  an  apology  for  Scepticism.  471  pp.  Is.  P.  4-id. 
Taine,  H.  A.— 

History  of  English  Literature.  Translated  by  H.  Van  Lauiu 
2  vols.  Vol.  I.  530  pp. ;  Vol.  II.  550  pp.  (published  at  24s.) 
12s.  P.  7£d. 

Taylor,  Rev.  Robert,  B.A.— 

The  Devil's  Pulpit ;  being  Astronomico-Theological  Discourse*. 
Two  vols.  bound  in  one,  2s.,  originally  published  at  8s.  P.  6d 

The   Gospel  History  and  Doctrinal  Teaching  Critically 
Examined.     Cloth  gilt,  255  pp.,  2s.  6d.    P.  4id. 

Torrens,  W.  M.,  M.P.— 

Marquess  Wellesley ;  Pro-Consul  and  Tribune.  An  historic 
portrait.  520pp.  Demy  8vo.  (Published  at  14s.)  2s.  6d.  P.6d. 

Travis,   Henry— Advanced    Co-operation  English   Socialism,  2d. 
Manual  of  Social  Science,  2d. 

Trollope,  T.  A. — 

The  Papal  Conclaves,  as  they  were  and  as  they  are.  434  pp., 
handsomely  bound  (published  at  16s.),  3s.  P.  6d. 

Trial  of  P.  McDouall,  the  Chartist.     Post  free,  2d. 
Udny,  Geo.  (Barrister) — Harmony  of  Laws.     6d.     P.  2d. 

Unity,  Duality,  and  Trinity  of  the  Godhead.— With  diffu- 
sions on  the  Creation,  Fall,  Incarnation,  Atonement,  Reaurrec- 
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tion,  Infallibility  of  the  Scriptures,  Inspiration,  Miracles,  Fu- 
ture Punishments,  Revision  of  the  Bible,  etc.  A  discussion  by 
over  250  clergymen,  Dissenting  Ministers,  and  Laymen.  Cloth, 
8vo,  250  pp.  (published  at  6s.),  lOd.  Post  free,  parcels  post,  Is. 

Valbezen  de,  E,— 

The  English  and  India.  Origin  and  beginning  of  the  Mutiny, 
piege  of  Delhi,  siege  of  Lucknow,  insurrection  in  Central 
India,  cause  of  the  Mutiny,  end  of  the  East  India  Company, 
the  new  charter  for  India,  etc.,  etc.  Cloth,  498  pp.  3s. 
(published  at  12s.).  P.  6d. 

Valentin,  Dr.  G. — 

Textbook  of  Physiology.  Brinton's  edition.  With  upwards  of 
500  illustrations  on  wood,  copper,  and  stone.  Cloth  8vo,  684 
pp.,  4s.  P.  6d. 

Van  Latin,  Henri- 
History  of  French  Literature,  from  its  origin  to  the  end  of  Louis 
Phillippe.     In  3  vols.      New  and  uncut,  1244  pp.  in  all,  18s. 
(Published  at  24s.) 

Vign,  Cornelius — 

Cetshwayo's  Dutchman  :  private  journal  of  a  White  Trader  in 
Zululand  during  British  Invasion.  Notes  by  Bishop  Colenso,  and 
portrait  of  Cetshwayo.  Cloth,  gilt.  193  pp.  Is.  6d.  P.  4£d. 

Volney,  C.  F. — Lectures  on  History.     Post  free  6d. 
Von   Cotta,   Prof.   Bernhard— 

The  Development- Law  of  the  Earth.    Cloth,  43  pp.  Post  free  6d. 
Wake,  C.  Staniland — 

Chapters  on  Man,  with  the  outlines  of  a  Science  of  Comparative 
Psychology.  Pp.  343  (published  at  7s.  6d.),  2s.  6d.  P.  4^d. 

Wall,  D.D.,  Charles  William- 
Examination  of  the  Ancient  Orthography  of  the  Jews  and  of  the 
original  state  of  the  text  of  the  Hebrew  Bible.  Part  III., 
Vol.  1  :  The  sacred  text  originally  written  without  vowel-let- 
ters or  any  other  signs  whatever  of  the  voca  considered  apart 
from  the  articulate,  ingredient  of  syllabic  sound.  Cloth,  crown 
8vo,  376  pp.,  2s.  P.  4id. 

Walpole,  Hon.  Spencer — 

Life  of  the  Right  Hon.  Spencer  Perceval,  including  his  corre- 
spondence with  numerous  distinguished  persons.  In  2  vols., 
cloth  8vo,  with  portrait,  3s.  P.  7-Jd. 

Wartegg,  Chevalier  de  Hesse- 
Tunis  ;    the  Land    and  the   People.      Containing  22  very  fine 
engravings,  handsomely  bound  in  cloth  gilt,  pp.  292  (published 
at  9s.),  offered  at  2s.     P.  6d. 

Watson,  Rev.  J.  S.,  M.A. — 

Biographies  of  John  Wilkes  and  William  Cobbett,  with  steel  en- 
gravings. Good  index,  410  pp.,  2s.  6d.  P.  4|d. 
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WESTMINSTER  REVIEW.—  Religious,  Political,  and  Social  Ques- 
tions, Science,  Art,  and  Literature,  dealt  with  by  the  ablest  writers  of  the  times. 
The  following  numbers  can  be  obtained  at  6d.  each,  and,  besides  the  article* 
mentioned  below,  contain  reviews  of  the  contemporary  literature.  It  will  be  better 
to  buy  several  numbers,  as  they  go  very  cheaply  by  Sutton  or  rail  ;  and  by  post 
each  4jd.  extra.  By  parcels  post  six  numbers  can  be  sent  post  free  for 
as.  6d.  -  1867.  April  contains  Italy  and  the  War  of  1866;  Papal  Drama; 
Thomas  Hobbes  ;  New  America  ;  Hopes  and  Fears  of  Reformers  ;  Swinburne's 
Poetry;  Contemporary  Music  and  Musical  Literature,  etc.  --  1870.  July 
contains  Unpublished  Letters  of  Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge,  1815-16;  Indian 
Taxation  ;  Future  of  the  British  Empire  ;  Shelley  ;  Roman  Catholicism,  Pre- 
sent and  Future,  etc.  etc.  --  1871.  July  contains  Religious  Life  and  Tendencies  in 
Scotland  ;  Walt  Whitman  ;  Genesis  of  the  Free  Will  Doctrine;  Republicans  of  the 
Commonwealth;  Early  English  Literature;  Function  of  Physical  Pain;  Method  of 
Political  Economy,  etc.,  etc.  October  contains  Pilgrim  Fathers  ;  Greek  Democracy  ; 
Faraday  ;  Chaucer  ;  Modern  Science  and  Arts  ;  Authorship  of  Junius  ;  The  Baptists  ; 
Lessing,  etc.,  etc.  -  1874.  April  contains  The  Bible  as  interpreted  by  Mr.  Arnold  ; 
Pangenesis;  Song  of  Songs;  Development  of  Psychology;  Moral  Philosophy  at  Cam- 
bridge, etc.,  etc.  -  1875.  July  contains  Sunday  and  Lent;  Allotropic  Christianity  ; 
Education  in  Prussia  and  England;  Evidences  of  Design  in  Nature,  etc.  -  1876. 
July  contains  Sunday  in  England  ;  Early  Phases  of  Civilisation  ;  Compulsory  Medi- 
cation of  Prostitutes  in  England  ;  Renan's  Philosophical  Dialogues  ;  Lord  Macaulay, 
ete.,  etc.  October  contains  Political  Economy  as  a  Safeguard  of  Democracy  ;  Indian 
Affairs;  Lord  Al  thorp  and  the  First  Reform  Act;  William  Godwin,  etc.,  etc.  -  1877. 
April  contains  Courtship  and  Marriage  in  France;  Slavery  in  Africa  ;  Russia;  Charles 
Kingsley  ;  Popular  Fallacies  concerning  the  Functions  of  Government,  etc.,  etc. 
July  contains  Chartered  Guilds  of  London  ;  Illicit  Commissions  ;  Harriet  Mar- 
tineau  ;  Our  Gaelic  Culture  ;  Cradle  of  the  Blue  Nile  ;  The  Eastern  Question,  etc., 
etc.  --  1878.  January  contains  Democracy  in  Europe  ;  Education  of  Girls  :  their 
admissibility  to  Universities  ;  The  Indian  Famine  ;  Charles  Sumner  ;  Lessing  ; 
Charlotte  Bronte,  etc.,  etc.  April  contains  Russian  Aggression  and  the  Duty  of 
Europe  ;  An  Indian  District  :  its  People  and  Administration  ;  Popular  Buddhism' 
according  to  the  Chinese  Canon  ;  Peasant  Life  in  France  and  Russia,  etc.,  etc. 
—  1880.  January  contains  Social  Philosophy  ;  Russia  and  Russian  Reformers  ; 
Early  Greek  Thought  ;  Colonial  Aid  in  War  Time,  etc.,  etc.  April  contains 
Marquis  Wellesley  in  India  ;  Masson's  Milton  ;  Greek  Humanists  ;  Nature  and 
Law  ;  Charles  Dickens  ;  Animal  Intelligence  ;  India  and  our  Colonial  Empire,  etc., 
etc.  -  1881.  July  contains  George  Eliot,  her  Life  and  Writings  ;  Characteristics 
of  Aristotle  ;  Island  Life  ;  George  the  Fourth  ;  Development  of  Religion,  etc.,  etc. 

Wikoff,  Henry—  The  Four  Civilisations  of  the  World.     416  pp., 
cloth,  reduced  to  2s.     P.  4|d. 

Willis,  R.,  M.D.— 

Servetus  and  Calvin.  Splendid  portraits  of  Servetus  and  Calvin  ; 
demy  8vo,  542  pp.  (published  at  16s.),  4s.  P.  6d. 

Yeats,  J.,  LL.D.,  &c.,  and  others— 

The  Natural  History  of  Raw  Materials  of  Commerce  A  Manual 
of  Recent  and  Existing  Commerce  from  the  year  1789  to  1872. 
The  Technical  History  of  Commerce.  In  six  vols.  (published 
at  18s.),  4s.  6d.  By  parcel  post,  5s.  Gd. 

Yorke,  Onslow  — 

Secret  History  of  "The  International"  Working  Men's  Asso- 
ciation. Crown  8vo,  166  pp,  limp  cloth  (published  at  2s.),  6d. 
P.  2d. 


A.    BONNER, 

(Manager,  Freethought  Publishing  Co.'s  Printing  Office), 
34,    BOTJVERIE    STREET,    FLEET    STREET,  E.G. 
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